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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EPmON. 



In preparing a fifth edition of this work I have kept the 
same object in view as I had in the former editions,— namely, 
to include in it such portions of Theoretical Mechanics as 
can be conveniently investigated without the use of the 
Differential Calculus, and so render it suitable as a manual 
for the Junior Classes in the University and the Higher 
Classes in Schools. With one or two short exceptions, the 
Student is not presumed to require a knowledge of any 
branches of Mathematics beyond the elements of Algebra, 
Geometry and Trigonometry. 

Motion on a Curve, which is treated of in the last 
Chapter of the Dynamics, does not seem to admit of any 
complete discussion without the aid of the Differential Cal- 
culus; but in consequence of the present requirements of 
the Senate-House Examinations, I have put together those 
theorems respecting cycloidal oscillations and curvilinear 
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motion which admit of a tolerably simple Geometrical ex- 
position. 

Several additional propositions have been incorporated in 
the work for the purpose of rendering it more complete : — 
and the collection of Examples and Problems has been 
largely increased : — ^to most of them I have annexed results, 
which I hope will render the collection more useful both to 
tutor and pupiL 

St. John's Colleob, 
Jan. 1874 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1. Mechanics is the science which treats of the laws of 
rest and motion of matter, 

A general notion of the meaning of the term matter is 
acquired in the daily experience of life, since matter in 
various forms and under various circumstances is perpetually 
affecting our senses: we shall therefore assume that the 
notion of it is familiar to the student. 

A particle or material point is a portion of matter inde- 
finitely small in all its dimensions; so that its length, breadth, 
and thickness are less than any assignable linear magnitude. 
A body of finite size may be regarded as an aggregation of 
an indefinitely great number of particles; and the dimensions 
of any given body being limited in every direction, it will 
consequently have a determinate form and volume, 

A body or system of bodies all the points of which are 
held together in an invariable position with respect to one 
another, is said to be rigid. 

2. When a body or particle constantly occupies the same 
position in space, it is said to be at rest; and when its position 
in space changes continuously in any manner whatever, it is 
said to be in motion. All matter is capable of motion, but 
we can only judge of the state of rest or motion of a particle 

P.M. 1 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

by comparing it with other particles ; for this reason all the 
motions which we can observe are necessarily relative mo- 
tions. 

When a great number of objects maintain the same rela- 
tive position, our first impression is to consider them as at 
rest; and if one of them changes its position relatively to the 
others, it is to it that we ascribe the motion. Thus, for in- 
stance, the earth was for a long time considered to be fixed in 
space, notwithstanding the motions of the sun, moon and stars 
relatively to objects on the earth's surface with which the 
observer compared them. The motion was ascribed to them 
whilst the earth was assumed to be fixed. A careful study of 
natural phenomena may modify this first impression, though 
we may never arrive at absolute certainty in this respect; 
and the conclusions respecting absolute motions, to which we 
are led by the observation of relative motions, can only be 
regarded as inductions which may have indeed a high degree 
of probability, but which have always need of being verified 
by the accordance between the logical consequences to which 
they lead, and the phenomena directly observed. 

3. The following principle we assume as being in accord- 
ance with experiment and observation, viz. a particle which 
is absolutely at rest will continue so, until some cause, extra- 
neous to itself, begins to operate so as to put it in motion. 
This principle asserts that matter at rest has no tendency to 
put itself in motion, and that any motion or tendency to 
motion which it may possess, must arise entirely fi-om some 
external cause. To such causes we give the name of forces, 
and we give the following definition : — 

Any cause which excites motion in a particle, or which 
only tends to excite it when its effect is prevented or modified 
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"by any other cause (or which tends to modify existing mo- 
tion), is called /orce. 

And the line of action of the force is the line in which the 
particle would begin to move in consequence of the action of 
the force, if the particle were at rest and perfectly free. 

When several forces act simultaneously on a free particle 
or on a system of connected particles, the forces will modify 
each other's effects : if they are so related that no motion of 
the particle or system takes place, the forces are said to be in 
equilibrium. 

That part of Mechanics which treats of the conditions of 
equilibrium of forces (applied to matter) is called Statics: the 
other part which treats of the conditions of motion is called 
Dynamics. The two combined constitute the whole subject. 

4. Forces are brought into action by various causes, and 
different terms are applied to them in different cases. Thus, 
for example, if one body press against another, each body is 
subjected to a force acting at the point of contact, — such force 
is frequently called ^esswre; again, when a body is pulled by 
means of a string, or pushed by a rod, the force exerted by the 
string or rod is called tension; again, experience teaches us 
that if a body be let free from the hand it will fall to the sur- 
face of the earth in a certain definite direction, — ^however often 
the experiment be tried the result is the same, the body strikes 
the same spot on the ground in each trial, provided the place 
from which it is dropped remain the same: — this unvarying 
effect must result from some cause equally unvarying. 

This cause is assumed to be an affinity which all bodies 
have for the earth, and is termed the force of aMraction. It 
is found to prevail at all parts of the earth; and is, in fact, 
included in the general law of gravitation established by 

1—2 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

Newton, viz. that every particle of matter attracts every other 
particle of matter according to a certain law. The name 
weight is given to the force which the earth's attraction causes 
a body at rest to exert downwards. The term gravity is fre- 
quently used in the same sense statically. 

5. We have a simple example of the simultaneous action 
of two equal forces when a body rests on a horizontal table, or 
is supported by the hand. The pressure of the table in the 
former case, or of the hand in the latter, exactly counter- 
balances the weight of the body, and is equal to it. 

If a body be suspended freely by a string, the tension of 
the string, which is the force it exerts on the body, is exactly 
equal and opposite to the weight of the body. 

6. The question may suggest itself to the student whether 
the weight of a body remains the same at different times. 
The answer to this must necessarily depend upon experiment, 
since we have no means of determining, d priori, whether the 
attraction of the earth remains the same : but if we can ascer- 
tain that the mechanical effect of the weight of the body is 
unvarying (for instance, if it deflect a spring through the same 
space under precisely similar circumstances), the answer would 
be in the affirmative. But it would be very difficult to ascer- 
tain whether the spring were under exactly similar conditions 
at the different times, and so no reliance could be placed on 
the result of the experiment. We are able, however, to assert 
from dynamical considerations that the weight of the same 
body at the same place of the earth's surface is invariable. 
We may also here state, as a result of. experiment, that the 
weight of a body is not altered by altering its figure. It 
depends solely upon the volume and material Thus, for 
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example, a cubic inch of iron requires the same effort to 
support it, whatever be its form. 

This of course we could not know except from experiment; 
for we could easily conceive it to have been otherwise, as, for 
instance, if the attraction of the earth had been of a kind 
similar to magnetic attractions which do not influence all 
substances, and which besides do not exert equal influence 
over those which are subject to them. 

7. Mass. Common experience makes us acquainted with 
the fact, that the constitution of all material bodies is not the 
same. Equal volumes of different substances are differently 
affected by equal forces applied to them. A cubic inch of 
wood and a cubic* inch of lead require different efforts to 
support them in the hand. Equal weights of different sub- 
stances occupy different volumes. We are thus led to con- 
sider a quality of matter to which the term mass has been 
given. So long as the volume and constitution of a given 
portion of matter remain the same, this quality ttuiss remains 
the same. The mass of a body has been sometimes defined 
as the quantity of matter in it: but this vague definition does 
not assist us in forming a distinct conception of it. The 
notion of mass is one as completely sui generis as those of 
space, time, weight are so: — and as in these cases, so in that 
of mass, our principal business must be to establish some 
mode of measuring or comparing different masses. 

Our only means of measuring mass are derived from 
dynamical considerations, and we shall have occasion hereafter 
(in Dynamics) to consider this subject again. For the present, 
if necessary, the student may assume that the masses of bodies 
are proportional to their weights at the same place on the 
earth's surface. 
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8. Method of estimating and comparing forces. 

When a force acts on a material point, there are three 
things necessary to be known in order to render the force 
perfectly determinate, viz. the intensity of the force, the direc- 
tion in which it acts, and the position of the point where it is 
applied, in other words, its point of application. These three 
things may be called the elements of the force : and when 
the two latter are assigned, i.e. the point of application and 
the direction, the line of action becomes determinate, — that is, 
the line in which the particle would begin to move by the 
action of this force only, if the particle were perfectly free. 

If two forces be applied in opposite directions to a point 
which is free and at rest, and constitute an equilibrium, they 
are said to be equal forces. The notion of the equality of 
two forces will readily lead to the conception of forces having 
any proposed ratio to one another: thus if two equal forces 
be applied in the same direction to the same point, we shall 
have a double force ; if in the same way we combine three 
equal forces there results a triple force, and so on; so that, in 
general, to measure forces we have only to adopt the same 
method as when we measure or compare any homogeneous 
quantities : i. e. we must take some known force as unit and 
then express in numbers the relation which the other forces 
bear to this unit. 

For example, if i^ represent the unit of force (the weight 
of a given body for instance), PF will represent a force the 
intensity of which is P times that of the unit : or we may 
speak of a force P simply, in the same sense, — ^the unit of force 
being understood. 

9. We have seen that the gravitation of bodies to the 
earth is unceasing, and, as has been observed, the gravity 
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t>r weight of the same body is invariable; so that weight 
affords a very useful means of estimating all statical forces. 
The tension of a string may be measured by the weight (the 
number of pounds if we please) which it will sustain ; the 
force exerted by a string under constraint may be measured 
by the weight which will just hold it in its constrained posi- 
tion ; the force of attraction of a magnet may be measured by 
the weight it would support : — and so of all statical forces. 

The standard of weight in England is the pound Troy, consisting of 5760 
graiTis ; and it is stated that a cubic inch of distilled water weighed in air by 
brass weights at 62^ Fahrenheit, the barometer being at 30 inches, weighs 
252*458 such grains; — ^the pound Avoirdupois contains 7000 such grains. 

60 Gkob. IV. c. 74. 

10. We proceed to explain how forces may be repre- 
sented geometrically and algebraically. 

The three things necessary to render a force perfectly 
determinate are (as we have said) its point of application, the 
direction in which it acts, and its magnitude or intensity. 
Now if there be two forces P, Q 
acting at the points A, C in the 
directions AB, CD respectively, we 
may take the lengths of the lines 
AB, CD such that 

AB : CD=:P : Q. 

Or if we take Q for our unit of force. and CD for our unit 
of length, then the force P will be represented geometrically 
by the line AB ; for this line is drawn in the direction of the 
force AP, from the point of application A, and also represents 
the force in magnitude: the convention in this respect being 
understood to be that the line contains as many units of 
length as the force contains units of force. 

The student must be careful to observe the order of the 
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letters which indicate the line ; thus AB expresses that the 
force acts in direction of the arrow from A towards B\ a 
force represented by BA would indicate a force of equal 
magnitude, but acting in the opposite direction, i.e. from B 
towards A. 

The force P would be represented algebraically by ex- 
pressing in algebraic symbols the magnitude and position of 
the line AB which represents the 
force geometrically: thus its direc- 
tion would be assigned by assigning 
the angle at which it is inclined 
to a known fixed line Ox in the 
same plane with^5: its magnitude 
will be assigned by assigning the 
numerical value of P, the nvmber 

of units of length ; and the point of application A will be 
assigned by assigning the position of A with respect to the 
fixed lines Ox, Oy in the same plane with AB. 

11. This mode of representing forces by lines is of great 
utility, as we shall see more particularly in the next chapter. 
We may illustrate it here by 

supposing several forces as P, " ^ ^f% ^ ^^ 

Q, R to act simultaneously at 

the point A in the san\e direction : if they would be separately 
represented by AB, AC, AD, they will when acting simul- 
taneously be together represented by a line AD', the length 
of which is equal to the sum of AB + AC+ AD. 

If one of the forces as B, acts in a direction opposite to 
that of the others P, Q, we 

shall have to subtract the line ^ d ^ » -?>. 

AD from the sum of the others 
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AB, AC, and the three would be represented by a line Alf 
equal in length to AB+AC—AD. This is still the algebraic 
sum of the lines AB, AC, AD, if lines in one direction from 
A be considered positive, and lines in the opposite direction 
negative; and generally if any number of forces act simul- 
taneously at a point and be aflfected with the sign + or — as 
they act in a given direction or the opposite, they will be 
equivalent to a single force represented by the algebraic sum 
of the several forces; and if this sum be affected with a 
positive sign, the equivalent force will act in the direction 
which has been considered positive; and if it be affected with 
a negative sign, it will act in the opposite direction. 

12. From the definition which has been given of equaX 
forces (in Art. 8), it is obvious that two equal forces applied 
at a point in opposite directions will be in equilibrium. 
Further, it will readily be granted 

that two equal and opposite forces "^ ^ "^ 

P, Q applied at the extremities of a j ^ i? 

straight rigid rod AB and acting i> q 

in direction of the rod will be in 

equilibrium; — for there is no reason that the rod should 
move in one direction rather than in another ; — and this 
result will be true whatever be the length of the rod : from 
lience we infer that P will balance Q at whatever point of 
the rod Q be applied : in other words, the effect of Q is the 
same at whatever point of the rod B, C,... it be applied, the 
direction remaining the same. 

These considerations lead us to the following principle, 
called the principle of the transmission of force, which we 
shall hereafter find to be of great utility. 

The effect of a force on a particle to which it is applied will 
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be the same, if we suppose the force applied at any point we 
please in the line of action, provided the point be rigidly con* 
nected with the original particle. 

This principle — which is the fundamental one of the 
science of Statics — will hold whether we consider the particle 
as isolated, or as a constituent element of a body of finite size ; 
and we shall find it of great use when we wish to transfer 
the point of application of a force from one point to another 
for convenience of calculation. We shall not think it neces- 
sary in every case where the supposition is required, to state 
that the system is supposed to be rigidly connected, but in 
any instance where this is not done the student will under- 
stand it to be so. 

13. As an illustration of the above principle we may 
give the following. If a weight be supported by 
the hand by means of a string, the efiFort which the ^ 
hand must exert will be the same whatever be the 
length of the string (the weight of the string being 
neglected), i.e. whether the force, which the hand 
exerts, be applied at ^, or B, or C, or any point in 
the line of action of the force. 

Obs, In this example the student will observe 
that the connection between the points A, B and the D 
weight is not a rigid one, and in general when the 
force Q (fig. Art. 12), which we transfer from the point (7 to J?, 
acts as in the upper figure, i.e. tends to draw G towards B, 
the connection between (7 and J? need not be essentially xigi.A ; 
but the two points may be otherwise connected, as, for instance, 
by a fine inextensible thread ; when however (as in the lower 
figure) the force tends to thrust B towards (7, the connection 
must be a rigid one. 
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14. We have called the example above an illmtration, 
and not a proof oi the principle of Art. (12), for as this prin- 
ciple has been enunciated with reference to a particle^ and 
since particles as such cannot be subjected to experiment, it 
would be vain to look for or expect a direct proof of this, or 
in fact of any other physical law. The student must be pre- 
pared to admit its truth as established by evidence similar to 
that by which other physical laws are established. 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF FORCES ACTING IN ONE PLANE. 

15. When a system of forces acting on a particle at rest 
is not in equilibrium, the particle will begin to move in some 
definite direction, but a single force might be found of proper 
intensity which when applied independently to the particle 
and acting in the same direction would cause the particle to 
move in exactly the same manner ; such a force is called the 
resultant of the system of forces ; and the constituent forces 
of the system, with reference to this resultant, are called 
components. 

In other words, the single force which is capable of pro- 
ducing the same eflfect on a particle or system of particles as 
would result from the combined action of several other forces, 
is called their resultant 

We do not enter into the question what the djmamical 
eflfect might be if the system of forces were not in equi- 
librium — ^but whatever it may be, the resultant is equivalent to 
the components. 

When a system of forces acting on a particle or body is 
in equilibrium, the particle has 
no tendency to motion, and the 
resultant is consequently nil. 
Hence when a system of forces 
(as P, Q,B,,. .) is in equilibrium, 
one of them (as P) may be regarded as counterbalancing the 
combined action of all the rest, Q, B, 8, It appears then that 
the remaining forces (Q, B, 8) produce the same eflfect on the 
particle as would result from a single force equal and opposite 
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to P. We infer then, that when a system of forces acting ou 
a body is in equilibrium, any one of the forces is equal and 
opposite to the resultant of all the rest. 

Again, since the resultant of a system of forces in equi- 
librium is nil, such a system of forces has no tendency to 
excite or prevent motion; we may therefore (iti any case 
where we find it convenient) suppose such a system of forces 
to be annihilated without altering the state of rest or motion 
of the body upon which they act; or stating this principle 
more generally, any system of equilibrated forces may be 
applied to or withdrawn from a body without affecting its 
state of rest or motion. The student, however, must bear 
in mind the observation of Art. (13) whenever this principle 
is employed in dealing with a system of bodies not in rigid 
connection. 

16. We now proceed to deduce the rules for the com- 
position of forces, that is, to find the resultant of two or more 
forces acting simultaneously; and it will then be easy to 
ascertain the conditions of equilibrium of a system of forces. 

We shall confine ourselves in the present chapter to the 
discussion of forces acting in one plane. 

The case of forces acting in the same straight line has 
been already considered in Art. 11. 

When two forces P and Q are applied at the same point 
A in directions inclined to each other 
at any angle whatever, it is easy to 
see that some third force B properly 
applied at the point A would con- 
stitute an equilibrium with P and 
Q : for by virtue of the combined 
action of P and Q the point A 
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tends to leave the position in which it is; but since it could 
move in one direction only, it follows that if we apply a 
proper force jB in a direction conti-ary to this in which it would 
move, the point could not move at all, i.e. would be at rest. 
The three forces P, Q, R acting on the point A would be in 
equilibrium, and the force B is equal and opposite to the 
resultant of the other two. Two forces then, whose lines of 
action meet, have a resultant. 

Again, it is obvious that this resultant must lie in the 
plane which passes through the direc- 
tions of the two components AP, AQ; 
for no reason can be assigned in favour 
of this resultant's lying in any proposed 
position ahove the plane PAQ, which 
would not hold with equal validity in 
favour of the resultants being in a per-' 
fectly symmetrical position below the 
same plane. 

Further, the resultant must lie within the interior angle 
PA Q (< 180") contained by the directions of the two forces, 
for it is clear that the point A could not by the action of the 
forces P, Q move in the plane PA Q, on the side of AQ remote 
from P and towards D; and similarly, it could not move on 
the side of AP remote from Q and towards B: consequently 
it could only move within the angle PA Q, the direction there- 
fore of the resultant B must lie within this angle. 

17. There is one case in which we can see a priori what 
will be the direction of the resultant: viz. when the two 
forces P, Q are equal ; it is clear in that case that the direc- 
tion of the resultant bisects the angle between the direction 
of the two component forces P, Qi for there is no reason 
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"why the resultant should make with one of the component 
forces an angle different from that which it makes with the 
other. 

Obs, The student may remark that the conclusion of the 
preceding article is based on reasoning ex absurdo: instances 
will have come under his notice, in which the elementary 
theorems of a* subject do not admit of a direct demonstration, 
but he will regard the proof as equally valid though the 
demonstration is indirect. The general principle involving 
all such proofs is this: K under assigned circumstances, one 
issue or conclusion and one only can result, and the arguments 
in favour of two hypothetical issues or conclusions A and B 
are of equal value, then that hypothetical issue must be the 
true one in which the two hypotheses A and B coalesce. 

18. We proceed to establish an important theorem which 
enables us to determine the resultant of any two forces acting 
at a point: the theorem is called the parallelogram of forces, 
and may be thus enunciated. 

If two forces OjCting at a point he represented in magnittide 
and direction by two straight lines drawn from that point, and 
if a parallelogram be constructed having these two lines for 
adjacent sides, then that diagonal of the parallelogram which 
passes through the point of application of the forces will 
represent their resvUant in magnitvde and direction. 

That is, if the two forces P, Q be 
represented by ABy AC, and the 
parallelogram BC be completed, 
their resultant R will be represented 
by the diagonal AD. The same 
is true if P, ^ act at points E, Fy 
provided their directions meet in 
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some point A. We shall divide the proof of this proposition 
into two parts ; and 

(i.) To prove that the resultant acts in direction of the 
diagonal, the forces being commensurable. 

We have seen (Art. 17) that when the forces are equal 
{AB = AC)y their resultant bisects the angle between the 
directions of the forces, and therefore acts along the diago- 
nal AD ; that is, this first part of the proposition is true 
for two equal forces. 

Let us assume (a) for the present that it is also true for 
two sets of forces P and Q, P and 
jB — eqiuil or v/nequal ; — ^we can then 
prove that it is true for the forces 
PandQ + ^. _^__ 

Let P act at A in direction AB, ^ \ ^TS?^ 

Q and R in direction ACE^ and let ^ 

AB, A G represent P, Q in magnitude ; and since R may be 
supposed to act at any point in the line ACE which is 
rigidly connected with -4, let R act at (7, and let CE repre- 
sent R. Complete the parallelograms BC, DE, 

Then since by the hypothesis (a) the resultant T of P, Q 
acts along AD, let them be replaced by their resultant, and 
let this resultant be applied at D — which may be done with- 
out altering its eflfect (Art. 12). 

Now this resultant T acting at D may be decomposed into 
two forces P,, Qj (equal respectively to P, Q) acting at D in 
directions CD, i? (7 which are parallel to AB, A C. 

Let T be replaced by P„ Q^, and let the point of appli- 
cation of P, be removed to C and that of Q^ to G. 

Again, P, and R acting at C have a resultant acting in 
direction CG ; let them be replaced by this resultant, and 
let its point of application be transferred to G. 
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{The student may suppose all the points A, (7, D, O^ 
rigidly connected together, Art. (12).} 

We have thus shewn (on the hypothesis a) that the forces 
P, Qy R which are applied at -4, may be supposed to be ap- 
plied at Q without altering their combined eflfect, — ^that is, 
AQ must be the direction of the resultant of P and Q + -B in 
any case in which the hypothesis (a) holds true. 

£ut this hypothesis is true when P, Q, R are each equal 
to any the same force /, — therefore the conclusion is true for 
two forces /and 2/, and again, (making ^ = 2/, jB=/, P=/), 
it is true for/ and 3^ — and so by induction it is true for/ 
and mf. Again, putting P= mf, Q= R =/ our conclusion is 
true for two forces mf, and 2/ and again for mf, and 3/ and 
generally for mfsmd nf: — ^if m, n be any integers whatever. 

Now any two commensurable forces may, by assigning a 
proper value to/ be expressed by mf, nf. 

Hence proposition (i) is proved. 

19. (ii.) To prove that the resultant acts in direction 
of the diagonal, if the forces are incommensurable. 

Let AB, AC represent two such forces. Complete the 
parallelogram BG, and if AD he not 
the direction of the resultant, let it 
be some other line, {AV suppose). 
Let AC he divided into an integral 
number of equal parts each less 
than jDF, — ^which is always pos- 
sible ; and mark off from CD portions equal to these, — the 
last division E clearly falling between D and V. Complete 
the parallelogram CF, — then the resultant of AC, AF will 
be in direction AE, and we may suppose this resultant to 
be substituted for them. 

P.M. 2 
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i The resultant then oi AC and AB is equivalent to the 
resultant of some force in direction AE, together with FB 
which acts along AB: and this resultant must lie within the 
angle BAE. But by hypothesis it acts in direction AV, 
without the same angle, — which is absurd. 

In like manner it may be shewn that no direction but AD 
can be that of the resultant of the forces AB, AC. The 
theorem is therefore completely proved so far as the direction 
of the resultant is concerned : it will be easy now to prove 
that 

20. (iii.) The diagonal represents the magnitude of the 
resultant. 

Let AB, AC he the directions of the given forces, AD 
that of their resultant: in DA pro- 
duced take AE of such a length as to 
represent the magnitude of the result- 
ant. Then the forces represented by 
AB, ACy AE balance each other. 
Complete the parallelograms BE, BC: 
then AF will be the direction of the 
resultant of AB, AE, and therefore 
since each of the three forces AB, AG, 
AE is equal and opposite to the re- 
sultant of the other two, — AG, AF are in one straight line. 
Hence FD is a parallelogram, and .•, AE=FB = AD; Le. 
the resultant of AB, AC is represented in magnitude as well 
as in direction by AD the diagonal of the parallelogram, 

21. The theorem which we have just proved is of so 
much importance that it may fairly be considered the fun" 
damental proposition of Statics. It was enunciated in its 
present form by Sir Isaac Newton, and Varignon the celebrated 
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mathematician, in the year 1687, — ^probably independently 
of each other : since that time various proofs of it have been: 
given by different mathematicians^ several of which have' 
been reviewed by Jacobi. 

The proof given above is due to M. Duchayla. 

Several very interesting theorems can be readily deduced 
from the parallelogram of forces : the first we shall give, 
called the triangle of forces, was announced in the year 1586 
by Stevinus of Bruges, without any strict proof of it, 

22, I%e Triangle of Forces, If three forces acting at a 
point be represented in magnitude and direction by the sides 
of a triangle taJcen in order, they will be in equilibrium. 

Let ABG be the triangle whose sides taken in order re- 
present in direction and magnitude 
three forces applied at any point, 
(A suppose). 

Complete the parallelogram BD. 

Then the forces AB, BG applied 
at A are expressed by AB, AD — (since AD is equal and 
parallel to BG). 

But the residtant of ABj AD is a force represented 
by^a 

Therefore the three forces represented by AB, BG, GA, 
all applied at A, are equivalent to AG, GA, which will 
clearly balance one another. 

Therefore the three forces represented by AB, BG, GA^ 
applied at any point A, will be in equilibrium. 

The converse of this is also true, viz. If three forces acting 
at a point balance one another, and any triangle b^ constructed 

2—2 
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having its sides parallel to the directions of the forces, the 
sides of the triangle will be proportional to the forces. 

Let P, QjBhe three such forces 
acting at any point A, and let AB, 
AD, represent P, Q, then will the 
diagonal CA of the parallelogram 
£D represent B. 

And if ABC* be any triangle 
whose sides are parallel to the sides 
of ABC, we shall have by similar 
triangles : 

AB iBC I C'A = AB:BG: CA 

= P : Q:B. 

23. From the parallelogram of forces we can easily de- 
duce the following theorem first stated by Lami, in 1687. 

If three forces acting at a point are in equilibrium, each 
force is proportioned to the sine of the angle contained between 
the directions of the remaining two. 

For referring to the fig. of Art (20), if P, Q, B, the three 
fdrces, be represented by ^P, -4 C, AE, and the parallelogram 
BC be completed, since AE^AD, we have 

P I Q : B^ AB : AC : AD^GD I AC : DA 
= sin DA C : sin ADC : sin ACD. 

But sin P^ (7= sin QAB, 

Bm ADC = sin P^P = sin PAR, 

sin ACD = sin DCQ = sin PAQ ; 
/. P : Q: P = sin QAB : sin PAB : sin PAQ (a) ; 

or, we may express these relations in the form 

P _ Q _ B 

sin (ft B) " sin (P, P) sin (P, Q) ' 
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(Q, B) meaning the angle (<180*) included between the 
directions of Q and jB, — and so of (fi, P), (P, Q). 

We can readily obtain the equivalent formul» 

P'=(y + B^ + 2QBco&{Q,B) 

Q» = i? + P»+ 2iiPcos (U, P) 

i?=P«+^+2Pgcos(P, (2), 

by which any one of the three forces P, Q, JJ is expressed in 
terms of the other two and the angle between them. 

24. The student will observe that this result is still true 
if the direction of any one of the forces be exactly reversed ; 
for example, it would hold if we took a force B' (= B) repre- 
sented by AD instead of AE, for we should then have 

P: Q:R = smB'AQ : sinP^ii' : sinP^Q, 

but the three forces P, Q, JK', would not be in equilibrium; 
in fact, the resultant of P, Q, being R, the resultant of the 
three would be 2B\ ^ 

Hence the converse of the theorem of this Article is not 
true without some additional condition, — such as that each 
force lies without the angle (< ir) formed by the other two. 

The student however will have no difficulty in proving 
the following : 

If each of three forces acting at a point be proportional 
to the sine of the angle between the directions of the other 
two, either the three forces are in equilibrium, or they have 
a resultant double of some one of the forces. 

25. We may now give a theorem which is an extension 
of that contained in Art. 22, and is called the Polygon of 
Forces. 
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Polygon of Forces. If any number of forces acting at a 
point be represented in magnitude and direction by the sides 
of a polygon taken in order, they will be in equilibrium. 

If the forces be represented in magnitude and direction 
by the sides of the polygon ABODE, 
joining AG, AD we see that forces 
represented by AB, EG acting at A -^| 
are equivalent to a force A C, which 
may therefore replace them. Again, 
jiC, CD acting at A are equivalent 
to AD; i.e. AD is equivalent to 

.forces AB, BG, GD all acting at A. Again, AD, DE are 
equivalent to AE\ and therefore AD, DE, EA will balance. 
(Art. 22.) 

Hence the forces represented by AB, BG, GD, DE, EA 
will be in equilibrium. Q.E.D. 

The same mode of proof will hold whatever be the num- 
ber of the forces, and the student will observe that there is 
no necessity for all the forces to be in the same plane : — ^the 
polygon whose sides represent the forces may have re-enter- 
ing angles, or some of its sides may intersect each other. 
The only condition is that the polygon must be a closed one. 

By drawing a line parallel to one of the sides of the 
polygon, as BG, we might form a new polygon whose sides 
are parallel to those of the former, but the sides of the two 
polygons are not in the same proportion. 

Hence the converse of the proposition of this Article is 
not necessarily true. 

26. Cor. From the proposition of the previous Article 
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^e can obtain at once a theorem given by Leibnitz for de^ 
termining geometrically the resultant of any number of forces 
acting at a point. 

From any point A draw a straight line AB to represent 
one of the forces in magnitude and direction ; from the ex- 
tremity B draw BG to represent the next force ; from C 
draw CD to represent the third force, and so on ; and let E 
be the extremity of the line representing the last force. 

Then if E coincide with A the resultant is m7, and the 
forces are in equilibrium ; but if not, AE will represent the 
resultant in magnitude and direction. The student will 
easily deduce this from the preceding Article. 

27. We have seen in Article (18), that if 5(7 be a paral- 
lelogram, the two forces AB, AG acting 
at a point A are equivalent to a single force 
AI) acting at the same point; which single 
force might be substituted for the two com- 
ponent forces: vice versd if a line AB 
represent a force, and any parallelogram as 5(7 be con- 
structed having AD for a diagonal, the single force AB may 
be replaced by two forces represented by AB, AG, i.e. AD 
may be resolved into two forces AB, A G. 

Also, since the number of parallelograms which can be 
constructed with AD as diagonal is unlimited, it follows that 
a single force can be resolved into two others equivalent to 
it in an unlimited number of ways. 

Further, each of the forces AB, AG, may be resolved into 
two others, in a way similar -to that by which AD was re-- 
solved into two, and so on to any extent ; so that we arrive 
at the conclusion that a single force may be resolved into any 
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number of forces we please, the combined action of which is 
equivalent to the original force. 

On comparing the sides of the triangle ADB in which 
£D = -4 C7 we readily obtain 

sm BAU 

Qm BAG 

or if AD represents a force jB, we conclude that a force i2 
acting in a direction AD is equivalent to the two forces 

B—. — ^-177 in direction AB, = P (suppose), 

B^^ AC^Q. 

BUiBAC 
Hence if we put BAC= a, BAD = /S, CAD = 7, we have 

sm a sm a 

and -B»«P"+Q"+2P^cosa, 

formulae which enable us to find the resultant of two forces, 
or to resolve a single force into two others. 

N,B. We shall hereafter meet with instances of the 
resolution of one force into two others equivalent to it ; per- 
haps the most frequent case which occurs, is when the angle 
CAB = 90^, or the parallelogram becomes a rectangle: in 
this case a force P acting in direction AD is equivalent to 
the two forces 

Pcos DAB in direction AB\ 
and PcoaDAC AC)' 
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28. We may now proceed 

To find the resultant of any number of forces acting in one 
plane at a point. 

We may proceed geometrically thus. 

Let AB, AC, AD,... represent the forces P, P', F\.. 
Take any two forces AB, AC, 
complete the parallelogram BC\ 
and AQ, the resultant of P, P, 
may be substituted for them. ^ / ^ ^ ^ 

Find the resultant of ^Q and '~^ 

AD^ (or P') in a similar way; 
then the three forces P, P, P', 
are equivalent to AR, and so on, 
till the resultant of all the forces is obtained. 

Or we may proceed thus by the 
aid of trigonometry. 

Through the point draw two lines 
Ax, Ay at right angles to each other 
in the plane of the forces, and let 
the directions of P, P*,... make an- 
gles a, a',.- -with Ax. 

Then since P, F,... are equiva- 
lent to 

Pcosa in direction of Ax, and Psina indirection of Ay, 

P'cosa' Psina' 

all the forces P,P',... are equivalent to 

P cos a + P cos a + . . . in direction of Ax, 
Psina + P sina'+ Ay. 
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Or as we may write it 2 (Pcosa) in direction of Ax, 

2 (Psina) Ay. 

If then B be the resultant making an angle with Ax, 
we must have jB cos ^ = 2 (P cos a), 

^ sin ^ = 2 (Psina). 

Whence i?= {2 (Pcosa)}' +{2 (Psina)}' (i), 

. ^ 2 (Psina) ...V 

S (Pcosa) ^ ^ 

the results (i) and (ii) determine the magnitude and direction 
of the resultant. 

# 

Cor. 1. If the separate forces P,P.,. be resolved in 
direction of their resultant jB and perpendicular to it, the 
algebraic sum of the former resolved parts will be = R, and of 
the latter will be = 0. 

Cor. 2. If such a system of forces as is considered in this 
Article is in equilibrium, the resultant must be zero ; i.e. JZ=0 ; 

and therefore {2 (Pcos a)}'+ {2 (Psin a)}'= 0, 

which requires that 

2 (P cos'a) = 0, and 2 (Psin a) = 0, 

that is, the sum of the forces resolved in any two directions at 
right angles to each other must be severally zero. 

29, To find the resultant of two forces whose directions 
are parallel. 

Let A, B be any two points in the lines of action of the two 
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forces P, Q, which act in the pa- 
rallel directions AP, BQ. 

At A apply any force 8 in di- 
rection BAS, and at B apply an 
equal force S in the direction ^^-^ 
ABS', — this will not modify j;' 
the combined action of the other r 
forces. 

Now 8, P acting at -4, are equivalent to a single force R^ 
acting in some direction AR^. 

And 8\ Q acting at B, are equivalent to a single force R^^ 
acting in some direction BR^^. 

Let these two pairs of forces be replaced by jB^, jB,„ whose 
directions will meet in some point ; let the points of appli- 
cation of R^, R^^ be transferred to 0. 

Draw OCR parallel to AP or BQ, and 808' parallel 
to AB. 

Now let R^ acting at be resolved into two components 
in directions 08 and 0(7, which will clearly be 8 and P, and 
let R,, acting at be resolved into two components in direc- 
tions 08' and (7, which will be 8 and Q. 

Then 8 and 8' being equal in magnitude and opposite in 
direction, will balance each other, and may therefore be 
removed, and there remain P and Q acting at in the. 
line OCR. 

Hence, if 5 be the resultant of P and Q, 
R^P+Q (i). 

Again, in the triangle A CO, the sides are proportional to 
8, P, R^, and in the triangle BGO the sides are proportional 
to 8", Q, R,^ Hence 
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8~AG' 'Q~ OC' 

therefore multiplying together, and remembering that 8=^, 

we get 

P BG ,.., 

Q = AC («> 

Hence the point C in the line AB, through which the 
resultant acts parallel to each of the forces, divides the line 
AB into segments which are inversely proportional to the 
forces. 

» 

(i) and (ii) determine the resultant completely. 

30. If the two forces act in opposite directions the method 
is very similar: the point C lies 
outside AB; 

and ii = P-(? (iii), 

P_BG 
Q^AG 

It will be observed that (iii) 
and (iv) are the same as (i) and 
(ii), if the sign of Q be changed, 
so that algebraically (i) and (ii) comprise both cases. 

Cor. 1. The position of the point G does not depend 
upon the direction of the forces. Hence if the directions of 
the forces be turned through any the same angles in the same 
direction about the points A, B, the position of G will not be 
changed. 

Cor. 2. In the case of Art. 30, we have from (iv), 

B_BG_ AB 
Q^AG'^^^AG' 



(iv). 
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AB 

If now P= Q, we get -j7y = 0> or AG^co, and jB=0. 

A system of two equal forces acting in opposite directions 
and not at the same point is called a couple; — ^and the 
results -8 = 0, and -4(7= oo with reference to such a system 
indicate that a couple cannot be replaced by any single Jinite 
force acting at a, finite distance. 

31. Moment of a Force. 

The product of a force into the perpendicular distance of 
its line of action from a given point is called the moment of the 
force vriih respect to the point, or tlie moment of the force about 
the point. 

If an axis be drawn through the point at right angles to 
the plane which contains the point and the direction of the 
force, this product is called the moment of the force about 
the axis. 

Further y The moment of a force about any line is defined to 
be the product of the resolved part of the force perpendicular 
to the line into the perpendicular distance between the line 
and the line of action of the force. — ^This perpendicular dis- 
tance is the shortest distance between the two lines. 

The student will be careful to observe that the force and 
distance here spoken of are ex- 
pressed numerically in terms of 
their respective units ; and the 
moment consequently is the pro- 
duct of two numerical quantities. 
Thus if AB represent a force P, 
and be any given point, — 
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Op perpendicular to AB, and if m, n be the number of linear 
units in AB^ Op respectively, then will mn be the moment of P 
about 0, or about an axis through perpendicular to the plane 
AB 0. Also since the area of the triangle ABO = J AB . (>p„ 
it is obvious that mn = twice the number of units of area in 
the triangle ABO. We may then represent moments geo- 
metrically by areas, and the moment of P about would thus 
be represented by twice the triangle ABO: the unit of moment 
(i.e. the product of a unit of force into a unit of distance) 
being represented geometrically by a unit of area. 

Further, the force P would tend to twist the body on 
which it acts in one direction or the reverse, according as 
is on one side of AB or the other. We shall for convenience 
consider the moment of a force negative or positive, according 
as it tends to twist the body in the same direction as the 
hands of a watch revolve, or the contrary. 

If P, Q be two equal forces acting in parallel but oppo-; 
site directions — constituting a couple — if C be any point in 
the plane of the forces, and GBA be perpendicidar to their, 
lines of action (fig. Art. 30), we have the moment of the two 
forces about (7 = P .-4(7-- Q.-BC = P. -45 = constant, ie. 
the moment of a couple is the same about any point in the 
plane of the couple. 

32. The following proposition is important 

The algebraic sum of the moments of two forces acting in 
one plane about any point in the plane is equal to the moment 
of their resultant. 

When the forces are not parallel it admits of a simple 
geometrical proof. 
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Let AB, A G represent the two 
forces P, Q, and complete the par- 
allelogram BC, and through the 
jk)int draw rOs parallel to AC; 
then taking those moments to be 
positive which tend to twist a 
body in a direction opposite to 
^hat of the hands of a watch^ 

sum of moments of P and Q about O 
= 2AAOG-2^ABO 
= parallelogram Cr — 2AAB0 
= parallelogram BC— parallelogram rD — 2^ ABO 
= 2 {£iABD - ABOD - AABO) 
= 2 Ail CD 
= moment of jB, the resultant of P and Q. 

The above construction will apply if the point lie within 
the angle BA C, or the vertically op- 
posite angle. If lie within either 
of the supplemental angles of BA C, 
as in fig. 2, draw Ors parallel to 
A C, then 

sum of moments of P, Q about 

==2AAOC+2£iAOB 

= parallelogram Cr + 2AA0B 

= parallelogram CB — parallelogram Bs + 2AA OB 

= 2{£iABD + AAOB'-ABOI))=:2£iAOD 

= moment of B, the resultant of P and Q. 




33. It i^emains to prove the proposition for two parallel 
forces. 
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Let A, Bhe two points through 
-which the forces P, Q act, G a 
point in the line AB through which 
the resultant R passes. 

Take any point and through 
it draw Obca at right angles to 
the directions of the forces; then 

since the resultant of P, Q passes J^Q fitJLP 

through C, 

P. ag--q.bg, 

and :,P.ac=^Q.hc\, 

when the forces P, Q act in the 
same directions (fig. 1), we have 

sum of the moments of P, Q about the point 
^Q.Ob + P.Oa 
^ Q {Oc''bc)+P{Oc + ac) 
^{Q + P) Oc vQ.bc^P.ac 

= moment of the resultant about 0. Q.E.D. 

If the forces act in opposite directions (fig. 2), the student 
will have little difficulty in proving that 

Q. Oc-P. Oa={Q-P).Ob, 
which expresses the same proposition in this case. 

Obs. The point has been taken in such a position that 
the moment of the resultant is in each case positive. The 
proposition is readily proved for any other position of 0. 

Cob. 1. If the point be taken anywhere in the line of 
action of the resultant R^ the moment of R vanishes, and 
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we conclude that 

The moments of two forces about any point in the line 
of action of their residtant are equal in magnitude and op- 
posite in direction. 

This result which is required in discussing the equilibrium 
of a lever (Art. 89, see also Art. 36) is an important one : it 
can be very readily proved directly from the parallelogram 
of forces — thus 

If AP, AQ be the directions 
of two forces, Alt that of their 
resultant: D any point in AB, 
If the parallelogram ApDq be 
completed, it is clear that Ap, 
Aq are proportional to P, Q. ^ft 

And the moments of P and Q about D {tending in opposite 
directions) are measured by the doubles of the triangles ApD, 
AqD which are obviously equal to each other. 

If the directions of P and Q are parallel the same result 
follows from Arts. (29, 30). 

GOR. 2. We can readily extend the proposition of 
Art. (32) to any number of forces in one plane. For since the 
sum of the moment of two forces is equal to the moment of 
their resultant, we may substitute the resultant for the two 
forces ; we may now combine this resultant with a third, and 
suppose them replaced by their resultant, and so on whatever 
be the number of forces. Hence 

The moment of the resultant of any number offerees in one 
plane, taken with respect to any point in that plane, is equal 
to the algebraic sum of the moments of the several forces with 
respect to the same point 

P.M. 3 
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When the moment of the resultant vanishes, we conclude 
either that the resultant is nil, or that the resultant passes 
through the point with respect to which the moments are 
taken. 

34. The sum of the moments of two parallel forces about 
any line at right angles to iJieir direction, is equal to the moment 
of tfteir resultant about the same line. 

Let Opq be any line in the plane of the paper — and let 
Jt be the resultant of two 

parallel forces P, Q, acting 9^^^"^"^ 

perpendicular to this plane, p^ 

— ^their directions meeting ^^.^-^i 
it in the points jR, P, Q. -^=^— j — 

Draw Pp, Rr, Qq per- 
pendicular to Opq — ^then if the line Opq is parallel to PQ, 
these perpendiculars are* equal, and — since J2 = P+ Q — ^the 
moment oiR about ^^ is equal to the sum of the moments 
of P and Q. 

But if Opq is not parallel to PQ, let them meet in — 
then taking moments about 0, 

R.OR = P.OP-\^ Q. 0Q\ 

but by similar triangles, 

Rr _Pp _Qq 
OR OP" OQ' 
whence we get 

R.Rr=^P.Pp+Q.Qq, 

which proves the proposition. 

Ohs. The proposition may easily be extended to any 
number of parallel forces. 
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85. Let two forces P, Q act in one plane at points 
^, -B of a rigid body, and let Q be a fixed point of the body 
about which it might turn freely; 
if the two forces P, Q balance about 
0, the force arising from the re- 
action of the fixed point (which of 
course passes through the point) 
must with P, Q constitute a system 
of forces at equilibrium: in other 
words, the reaction of the fixed point 
is equal and opposite to the resultant of P and Q. 

lip, q be the perpendiculars from on the lines of action 
of P and Q, we have, since the moments of P, Q about 
must be equal and of opposite tendency, P ,p=i Q*q* 

And the pressure on the fixed point 

=V(P"+ <? + 2PQ cos PCQ), 

Such a fixed point as is commonly called di fulcrum; 
the rigid body, whatever be its form, is called a lever. 

Cor. If more than two forces act on the body in one 
plane, and balance about a fixed point or fulcrum 0, the 
resultant of the forces must pass through 0, and the algebraic 
sum of the moments of the forces about must be zero; or in 
other words the sum of the moments of the forces which tend 
to turn the body in one direction about 0, must be equal to 
the sum of the moments which tend to turn the body in the 
contrary direction. 

36. Further, any point of a body at rest under the action 
of any forces may be regarded hypothetically as a fulcrum : 
for since the body is at rest, no point of it has a tendency to 
move ; we shall not therefore disturb its equilibrium or the 

3—2 
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relations between the forces bysuppo^ng any point we please 
to be incapable of moving, i.e. by supposing it to be a fixed 
fulcrum. — ^Hence ike sum of the moments of the forces about any 
point whatever mmt he zero, — if the forces he in equilibrium. 

The principle of this article when applied to a rigid body 
in equilibrium is frequently referred to as' the principle of the 
lever. 

37. The theorem stated in Article (32) admits of the fol- 
lowing simple analytical proof, — in the case of forces which 
are not parallel. 

let APy AQ he the directions of two forces P, Q whose 
resullant R acts in direction AR, Let 
be any point in the plane PA Q, 
join -40 and draw Op, Oq, Or per- 
pendiculars to AP, AQ, AR. If the 
forces P, Q be resolved in direction of 
AO and at right angles to AO, the 
sum of the parts resolved in the latter direction will 

= P.sinP40 + Q.sin QAO, 

and R . sin RA is the resolved part of R in the same direc- 
tion ; hence from the nature of a resultant 

P.^inPAO^-Q.^mQAO^^R.^mRAO. 
Multiply each term of this equation by AO^ then 

P.AO^inPAO-^-Q.AO^mQAO-^^R.AO^mRAO, 

or P.0p + Q.0q==R.0r', 

a result which expresses that the sum of the moments of two 
forces about any point in the plane in which they act is equal 
to the moment of their resultant about the same point. 
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38. We are now in position 

To find the conditions of equilibrium of a system of forces 
acting in one plane. 

We have seen (Art. 32) that the sum of the moments of 
a system of forces in one plane about any point is equal to 
the moment of their resultant. Hence if the sum of the 
moments of the forces about any proposed point A be zero, 
either the resultant is zero or the directioii of it passes through 
A. Again, if the sum of the moments about another point B 
be zero, the resultant, if there be any, must pass through B] 
i.e. it must act in the line AB. If, further, the sum of the 
moments of the forces about a third point C (not lying in the 
line AB) be also zero, it would follow that the resultant, if 
any, would act in each of the lines AG and BC, which is 
absurd. Hence the resultant must be zero, and consequently 
the system of forces in equilibrium. The conditions of equi- 
librium then of a system of forces acting in one plane on a 
rigid body or system are these three : " The sum^ of the moments 
of the forces taken with respect to three points in the plane {bitt 
not lying in one straight line) must be severally zero'* 

Obs. There are then three and only three mechanical 
conditions for the equilibrium of a system of forces acting 
in one plane. 

39. The conditions of equilibrium obtained in the pre- 
ceding article may be ex- 
pressed analytically some- 
what differently as fol- 
lows: 

Let the system of 
forces be referred to two 
lines Ax, Ay, at right 
angles to one another in the plane of the forces. 
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Let be the point of application of any one of the forces 
P, and let P be resolved into two components X, Y, in 
directions parallel to Ax, Ay respectively. 

If a?, y be co-ordinates of 0, and a, h of any point JB, the 
moment of P about B 

And if similar expressions be taken for each of the 
forces of the system, 
the sum of the moments about B 

= 2{(ar-a) Y-{if-h)X\ (i). 

Similarly, if a', V be co-ordinates of C, another point, 
sum of moments about G 

= %{{x-a')Y-(if-V)X] (ii), 

and sum of moments about A 

= 2(a:r-yX) (iii). 

Now if -4, -B, C be three points not in a straight line, 
the conditions of equilibrium are that (i), (ii), (iii), must be 
severally zero ; 

.:t(^xY-yX) = (iv). 

t {(x - o) r- (y - h)X] = (v), 

'Z[{x-a:)Y-(y-V)X} = (vi). 

(iv) and (v) combined, give oStY— JSX= 0, 

(iv)and(vi) a'SF- 6'2X=0, 

n h 

from these latter two we get (since — is not = 77, — ^the 

points A, B, C not being in one line), 

2X=0, 2F=0, 
which with (a), 

2(a:F-yZ) = 0, 

are the conditions of equilibrium ; 
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or we may interpret (a) as follows : 

In order that the forces may he in equilibrium, the sum^ 
of the resolved parts of the forces in two directions at right 
angles to each other must severally be zero, and the sum of the 
moments about some one point must he zero also. 

40. The conditions (a) of the preceding article, might 
have been obtained directly from (i) by the consideration that 
if the system is in equilibrium, the resultant is zero, and 
therefore the sum of the moments about any and every point 
must = 0, i. e. the expression 

l,{{x-a)Y-Q/-b)X} 

must = for any and every value of a, h — ^which can only 
be satisfied by having each of the conditions of (a) satisfied. 

Cor. 1. We may further interpret the equations of con- 
dition (a) thus, — 2X=0, 2F=0, indicate that the body' 
must have no tendency to move parallel to itself, (i.e. without 
rotation) in direction of Ax or Ay respectively, and the con- 
dition % (xY—yX) = indicates that it must have no tend- 
ency to twist about the point A. That is, there must be no 
tendency to any motion of translation or rotation. 

Cor. 2. If the system of forces be not in equilibrium, 
and a, h be co-ordinates of any point in the line of action of 
the resultant B, we must have 

and regarding a, b as current co-ordinates, this will be the 
equation to the line of action of R, or if we use x\ y' instead 
of a, J in accordance with the usual notation, we may arrange 
the equation (i) in the form 
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If be the angle which R makes with Ax, we should 
easily get -B cos ^ = 2 (-T), 5sin^ = 2(F), 
and therefore ^2*= (2Z)»+ (2F)l 

41 , General Remarks, 

Before closing this chapter, we may make a few remarks 
which may be some guide to the student in applying the 
principles and results of this chapter to the solution of 
problems. 

The forces which aflfect a body's state of equilibrium 
must arise from some agent external to the body, such as 
(i) the tension of a string attached to a particular point of 
the body ; (ii) the action of a rod in contact with the body, 
and which may be a pulling or a thrusting action ; (iii) the 
pressure arising from some other body in contact with it 
either at a point or over a finite surface ; (iv) the attractive 
or repulsive force exercised by some external agent, and 
which may be conceived as acting like the tension of a string 
or the thrusting of a rod. 

42. I. Mutual Pressure of smooth and rough Surfaces. 

If two bodies be in free contact at one point C, there is s^ 
mutual action between them, the direction 
of which passes through that point. Draw 
the common tangent plane at C. 

Then, (i) if the surfaces be smooth, they 
can exercise no tangential action on each 
other ; the mutual force between them must 
therefore in this case be in the common 
normal, and the pressure on each body will 
tend within the body ; for instance, the body 
A will exert a force on B in direction CB and vice versd. 
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(ii) If the surfaces be rough, the mutual pressure between 
the surfaces may be resolved into two, P and F, one in the 
direction of the normal, and the other in the tangent plane ; 
the latter is counteracted by the tangential force brought into 
play by the roughness of the surfaces ; each of these com- 
ponent forces (normal and tangential) which act on one body 
are severally equal and opposite to the corresponding forces 
acting on the other body. 

If the full amount of friction which the roughness of the 
surfaces can give rise to is brought into exercise, then, as 
will be seen in Chap. III. (to which the student is referred), 
F=/jbP, — /L6 being some quantity found by experiment; and 
the direction in which the friction acts in the tangent plane is 
exactly opposite to the direction in which the point G would 
tend to slide if the surfaces were for an instant supposed 
smooth ; of course the full amount of force which the rough- 
ness of the surfaces is capable of exercising will not in every 
case be brought into action; no more, in fact, will be exercised 
than is necessary to prevent a tangential sliding motion. 

II. The same principles apply 
in the case of a rod in free contact 
with a smooth or rough surface. 

If a rod be connected by a free 
compass-joint or hinge with another 
rod (or with a body), there will be a 
force exercised on each rod equal in 
magnitude and opposite in direction. 

If we wish to find the magnitude 
and direction of this mutual reaction, 
we must assume some unknown force 
H acting in an unknown direction, 
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and obtain equations for determining them by taking the 
conditions of equilibrium of each rod. It will not unfre- 
quently be the case, however, that the symmetry of the parts 
of the system will enable us to assign at once the direction 
or magnitude of JB, or both. 

43. Ill, Tension of Strings. 

If we consider a string as a line of consecutive particles, 
the force which binds successive particles of the string toge- 
ther is called the tension, and since each particle of the string 
is urged in opposite directions by the forces which the con- 
secutive particles on either side of it exercise upon it, these 
forces must be equal and opposite ; i. e. on each element of 
the string there are two tensions, equal and opposite. If 
we neglect the weight of the string, the tension at all points 
of the same rectilinear portion is the 

same : for if J, J5 be any two points < 4 P > 

of the string AB, it is obvious that 

the tensions at A and £ must be equal, otherwise the string 

would move. 

(i) Also the tension of the string is not altered if it pass 
over a smooth surface; for let pq be 
a small element of the string on 
the smooth surface, — -pq may be re- 
garded as a small arc of the circle 
of curvature at the middle point of 
pq, and we may consider pq SiS a, 
rigid body kept in equilibrium by 
the tensions t, i dXp,q acting along 

the tangents pt, qi, and by the reaction of the surface E, 
which acts along the line OR bisecting the angle p Oq, — ^since 
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the arc jpq is symmetrical with respect to OB, and the re- 
sultant pressure of the surface will therefore act along OR. 

Since then t, ^, R are three forces in equilibrium, we get 
by resolving them perpendicular to OR 

t cos pOR = t' cos qOR; hut qOR=^pOR, /. t=^t'; 

i.e. the tension at successive elementary distances is the 
same, and therefore it is so at finite distances. Hence if 
the string be pulled by forces T, T at its two ends, we must 
have r= T = tension at any intermediate point. 

A stricter proof of this result wiU be given hereafter, 
Arts. (65, 66). 

(ii) If a string pass over a rough surface; the tension at 
successive points will not be the same. 

If P, Q be the tensions at the extremities of a string which 
passes in one plane over a rough curve or surface, and the 
string be on the point of motion in the direction in which 
P acts, then P = Qe^ : where /x = coefficient of friction (see 
chapter oh Friction) and ^ is the circular vneasure of the 
angle included between the normals to the curve at the points 
where the string quits the curve. Art. (66). 

(iii) Elastic strings. If an elastic string whose natural 
or unstretched length is I be stretched to a length 7 by the 
action of a tension t which is uniform throughout the length 
of the string, it is found by experiment that the extension 
I'—l is proportional to the natural length I, and also to the 
tension t, so that 

V—IqcU= -; say 

or r^i(i+iy 

where e — which is called the modulus of elasticity of the 
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string — is some quantity depending upon the nature of each 
particular string. If t=^e, then t = 21, i. e. if the string be 
subject to a tension equal to the modulus of elasticity, it will 
be stretched to twice its natural length. 

N.B. In all the above cases the weight of the string is 
neglected. 

44. When a system of bodies is at equilibrium under the 
action of any forces, no part of the system has any tendency 
to move ; and we shall not affect the statical condition of the 
system, if we suppose any part or parts of the system to be 
deprived of the power of motion; as, for example, by sup- 
posing a body in contact with others to be rigidly attached 
to them. In accordance with this principle, which is of 
frequent and useful application, when we are considering the 
equilibrium of any system, or part of a system of bodies, we 
may suppose the portion under consideration to be rigid; 
which supposition will enable us to lay out of account all 
mutual forces within the system. As an illustration of the 
application of this principle, sup- 
pose a system of bodies Ay B, C, D 
kept at rest under the operation of 
a known system of forces; in con- 
sidering the equilibrium of the 
body (for example) we may re- 
gard the rest A, B, D as rigidly 

connected together, so that we thus avoid the introduction of 
the mutual pressures between A and D, and B and I). 

Again, if a string passes round a surface B, quitting it at 
the points V, T, we may suppose the string to be attached to 
the body B at the points F, T, which is equivalent to sup- 
posing that the portion of the string in contact with the body 
is rigid and rigidly attached to the body. 
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45. The^ case of a body kept in equilibrium by three 
forces acting in one plane is of so frequent occurrence as to 
deserve special notice. 

The conditions of equilibrium of a body kept at rest by 
three forces P, Q, R in one plane may be stated thus : 

I. If their directions are parallel : — 

(i) Their algebraic sum must be zero, or 
5 = P+ G, Art. (29). 

- (ii) The moments of any two 
of the forces about a point in the 
line of action of the third must be 
equal and of opposite tendency, or 

F.AC=-Q.BO, ov^y. AB=R.BG, or B,AC^Q.AB, 
which are all equivalent to one another, Art. 33, Cor. 1. 

II. If their directions are not parallel : — 

(i) Their lines of action must meet in a point. Art. (22). 

(ii) Each force is proportional to 
the sine of the angle between the other 
two, the direction of each force lying 
without the angle formed by the other 
two. Art. (23). 

Eor this latter condition we may 
substitute the following; viz. each force 
is equal and opposite to the resultant 
of the other two, 

{for example B = V(P' +0" + 2PQ cos PGQ)]. 

Cor. In each case I. aud II. we have three, and only three 
conditions from mechanical considerations. In I. the forces 
are pai-allel, which with (i) and (ii) constitute the three con« 
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ditions. In case II., (i) gives one condition, and (ii) two in- 
dependent conditions ; three in alL If in any problem more 
than three quantities have to be determined, the subsidiary 
equations of condition must be sought for from geometrical 
considerations ; and whenever the weight of a body is one of 
the forces to be taken into account it must always be sup- 
posed to act in a vertical line passing through the centre of 
gravity of the body. (See Chap. V.) 

If more than three forces act on the body in one plane, 
the conditions of equilibrium given in Art. (38) or the 
equivalent forms given in. Art. (39), will furnish all the re- 
quisite mechanical equations. Geometrical relations as stated 
above must furnish any additional data required. 

These considerations would equally apply in the case of 
the preceding Article when only three forces act, and may be 
used by the student instead of them, at his discretion. 

The following problems are worked out as examples : 

46, I. To find the condition of equilibrium of a wniform 
heavy rod, which is suspended by two strings attached to its 
ends, the strings being of given length and attached to the same 
fixed point 

If AB be the rod, its middle point, AC, BCthe two 
strings attached to a fixed point C, 
we have the rod kept in equilibrium 
by three forces, viz. the tensions 
(r, T) of the two strings and the 
weight of the rod which acts through 
(7 in a vertical line. 

Since the two tensions act through 
C, the third force must also pass through C^, and therefore 
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CG must be vertical; this determines geometrically the 
position of the rod, and if we draw Op parallel to ^C7, the 
sides of the triangle CQp taken in order, are in the directions 
of the three forces. 

Hence, T:T \ W= Op : Cp : CO (a). 

Since the triangle CG^p is geometrically determinate, the 
proportions (a) determine T, T\ 

We may express T, T' thus analytically. 

Let A CG = a, £CG = fi, then a, ^ are known quantities 
since all the lines of the figure are of known length. 

Then, T: T : W= sin^S : sin a : sin (a + /3) ; 



sin (a 4-/8) 



sin (a + /8) * 



47. II. Two spheres are supported by strings attached 
to a given point, and rest against each other : find the tensions 
of the strings. 

Let A, B be the two spheres, T, T the tensions of the two 
strings, Wy W the weights of the spheres 
which may be supposed to act through 
their centres. 

Then in considering the equilibrium 
of -4, there are three forces acting on it, 
viz. the tension of the string T, the weight 
W and the pressure at the point of contact 
: now the directions of the two latter 
forces pass through Ay hence the third 
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does SO also; ie. the direction of the string passes tlirough 
A, or CTA is a straight line. 

Similarly, CT'B is a straight line. 

Further, in considering the equilibrium of the whole, we 
may regard A and B as forming one rigid body, Art. (44?); 
let G be the centre of gravity of the two spheres. 

Hence, since the forces which keep the united mass of A 
and B at rest are T, T and TF+ TF', of which the twp former 
pass through (7, and the latter acts in a vertical line through 
O, this vertical line must pass through C also, or GQ must 
be vertical. 

This determines the position of equilibrium geometrically, 
and the tensions T and T' might be found as in the last 
problem : the only difference being that G is not necessarily 
the middle point of AB. 

If it be required to find the mutual pressure (P) between 
the two spheres, we have by considering the equilibrium of 
the three forces which pass through A, 

P : W^=sin TAW: sin TAB 

= sm ACQ: sin TAB; 

a known ratio, since ACQ, TAB, are known or easily found. 
Hence P is determined. 

48. III. A heavy particle {weight W) is attached to the 
middle point of a rod AB without weight, the ends of which rest 
against two inclined planes at right angles to one another : the 
vertical plane which parses through the rod being at right angles 
to the line of intersection of the two planes. Find the position 
of equilibrium of the rod, and the pressure on ea^h plane. 
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Let B, R be the pressures which the planes exert on the 
rod at its ends Ay B, 
then the only forces ''^.o 

which act on the rod are 
B, B' and W, and there- 
fore when the rod is in 
a position of equilibrium 
these forces must satisfy 
the conditions of equi- 
librium of three forces in one plane. Art. (45), Case II. 

Let the normals to the planes at A, B meet in (7, then 
the vertical line through G must pass through W\ and 
therefore the diagonal CWO of the rectangle CO must be 
vertical. 

Hence a-^O^ATBO^i WOB^'^-a, 

.•.^ = 2a-| (i). 

Also, 

B'.Ei W.^AnBGW'.^mBGWismKCB 
:=£ sin a : cos a : 1. 

Since EGW^ir-a, JSOF^J + a, RGB^'^; 

whence jB^TTsina, ^=TFcosa (ii). 

(i) and (ii) express the complete solution. 

If a< 7 , i.e. if OB be that plane which is least inclined 

to the horizon, assumes a negative value, which indicates 
that the rod is inclined in the other direction to the horizon. 

49. IV. A rectangular picture-frame is suspended hy a 
string attached to the ends of one side of the frame, the string 
passing over a smooth peg; determine the position of equilibrium. 

P. M, 4 
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Let C be the peg over which the stiing AGB passes 
freely; we may suppose the weight 
of the frame to act at (?, the point 
where the diagonals intersect, and 
which is the centre of gravity of the 
frame. Then the forces which must 
be in equilibrium are the weight W 
which acts in the vertical line through 
(7, and the tensions which act on the 
frame at A, B in directions AG,BC; 
hence the vertical line through G must pass through C; 
i.e. CO must be vertical. Also, since the peg is smooth, the 
tension of the string is the same throughout its length. 

Since then of the three forces in equilibrium whose direc- 
tions pass through G, two of them, viz. the tensions at A, B, 
are equal in magnitude, the direction of the third GO must 
bisect the angle A GB. The problem then is reduced to the 
following geometrical one. 

To determine the position of the string ACB of given 
length in order that the line GO, 
passing through G a given point in 
tho frame, may bisect the angle 
AGB. We may construct it geo- 
metrically thus, — with A, B SiS foci 
describe an ellipse whose major axis 
equals A GB ; also describe a circle 
round the triangle ABG. The 
points of intersection of this ellipse 
and circle (Cand G) will determine 
the point G of ,the string, which i> 

must coincide with the peg; for the arcs AG, BG being 




equals it is obvious that CG, CO bisect the angles ACB, 
AG'B, respectively. — There is a third position of equilibrium^ 
viz. when the string is in the position A C"B, C being the 
extremity of the minor axis of the ellipse, — ^for in this case 
also G"G bisects the angle A C'£. 

It appears then, that if the circle and ellipse intersect, 
there are three positions of equilibrium. But if they do not 
intersect, G, G' have no existence, and there is only one 
position of equilibrium. The condition that there may be 
three positions of equilibrium is that the two curves may 
intersect; i.e. the length of string must be < 2 chord AT. 
If AB s= a, AD = c, the condition becomes 

C 

60. V. The determination of the action of a hinge or 
joint is well illustrated in the following problem. 

Three rods, forming a triangle, are connected by free joints 
or hinges at their extremities, and the system is at equilibrium 
when certain forces are applied perpendicularly to the rods at 
their middle points — shew that 

(i) the force applied to any rod is proportional to the 
length of the rod ; 

(ii) the strain at each angular point is the same, and 
acts in the direction of a tangent to the circle circumscribiTig 
the triangle ; 

(iii) this strain is proportional to the radium of the circle. 

(i) Since the mutual action at any one of the hinges 

4—2 
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T^ill be equalintnagnitude ^ ' 

^d opposite in direction /'^\ 

upon the two rods which /'.-.-i-..X - 

i;aeet at that hinge — ^the p f'^\ I }'i\ a 

strains of the hinges may _./V* \ j / \< 

be left out of considera- / } V'''6'*-./ • •• 

tion when we are consi- / ^ic-** \ / ••yl^ \ 

dering the conditions of /^->^ x yj ./ . ^\\ 

^ , _ . . I ■■■««■■■■■■■■»■■ I » — ■»■ ,- ^^ 

equihbnum of the three X' B' 

rods o^ one system. 

Now the directions of the forces P, $, iZ meet in the 
centre of the circumscribing circle ; — ^and since P, Q, E are 
in equilibrium we must have 

P: g : i2 = sin ©05: sin jBOP : sinPOO 

s sin^ : fiinP : sin (7= a : b : c, 

which proves the first part of the problem. 

(ii) Let us consider the conditions of equilibrium of one 
rod AB, and let S, T be the strains which the hinges at Ay B 
exert upon the rod AB in directions making angles 77' say^ 
with AB respectively. 

Since AB is in equilibrium under the action of the three 
forces 8, 7, jB, the directions of these forces must meet in a 
point C suppose — and since jB bisects AB 2X right angles we 
easily infer that 7= G'AB^ CBA^i, and flf= T. Simi- 
larly the strain at (7 is equal to ^or T— -therefore the strain 
^t each angular point is the same. 

Also the strains at A^ B make equal angles 7 with AB^ 
similarly the strains at -4, G upon the rod A G make equal 
togles — fi say — with AC\ and the strains at P, G equal 
angles — a say — ^with PC 



From the geometry we readily see that 

fi + y + A = Tr, and A + B+ Cs=7r, 
ry 4. a + J5=7r, 

and.-.a = ^, ff^B^ 7=C^i 

and it follows that the direction of the strain at any hinge is 
a tangent to the circumscribiilg circle. Hence the second 
part of the proposition is proved. 

(iii) Since S at A, and iSf. at B balance R, we have 
28Bmy^B.or 25 sin (7= jB, 
but if r be the radius of the circumscribing circle' ; 

2r sin C=c; 
SB P Q 

r (y a 

c 

Hence the strain at any hinge bears to any of the forces 
P, Qy B the same ratio which the radius of the circumscrib- 
ing circle bears to the side to which the force is applied^- 
which is the third part of the problem to be proved. 

51» The following is an exercise on the parallelogram of 
forces. 

VI. Assuming the truth of the parallelogram of forces 
(Art. 18) for the magnitude of the resultant, prove it also for 
the direction of the resultant. 

Let three forces P, Qy B acting in one plane at a point 



ViW^t<«^ 
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^ be In equilibrium^ and let them be 
represented by AB, AC, AE respec- 
tively. 

Complete the parallelogram BG\ 
then by the assumption the diagonal 
AD represents the resultant of P, Q 
in magmitude: — and since any one- of 
the three forces P, Q, S is equal in 
magnitude to. the resultant of the other 
two, it fallows that AE^AD. 

Complete the parallelogram BE] then -4 jP represents the 
resultant of P, R in magnitude, and therefore AF^AG. 

Hence BF^ AD are equal, since they are each equal 

to AE, 

and APy BD are equal, since they are each equal 

to AC, 

that is, the opposite sides of the quadrilateral AFBD are 
respectively equal to each other, and therefore AFBD is a 
parallelogram. 

Hence AD, AE being each parallel to BF are in the 
same straight line; — which proves the parallelogram of 
forces for the direction of the resultant. 
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CHAPTER III. 



OP FRICTION. 



52. When a heavy body rests on a plane horizontal 
surface, on a table for example, and we wish to make it slide 
along the surface, we encounter a resistance to this motion ; 
there exists between the particles of the body and the table 
an adhesion which resists their separation, and this adhesion 
is only overcome by applying to the body a force of traction 
suflSciently great. This adhesive force is called friction^ and 
the magnitude of the force which is necessary to overcome 
the resistance to motion will be a measure of the friction. 

More generally, when one surface presses against another, 
if the direction of this pressure be not normal to the surfaces 
in contact, there will be a tendency of one surface to rub or 
slide over the other; and no sliding motion will ensue, unless 
the resolved part of the pressure aUmg the surface be suflScient 
to overcome the friction. When a body is jiist on ike point 
of sliding y it is said to be in a state bordering on motion, and 
the greatest amount of friction which the surfaces can exert 
is then in operation. In other cases no more friction is called 
into action than is just sufficient to balance the part of the 
pressure resolved along the surface in contact. 

In this point of view, friction may be called a self-ad" 
jvsting force, since it adapts itself to the requirements of each 
particular case ; no more being called into operation than is 
just necessary to prevent motion. 
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63. If JK be the normal pressure between two surfaces in 
contact, ^the friction when the bodies are just on the point 
of sliding over each other, i.e. the maximum friction which 

F * 

the substances can exercise, the ratio -p is called the coeffi,- 

dent of friction, and is commonly designated by fi : 

so that jP= fiR. 

If in any particular case the full amount of friction which 
the substances can exert is not called into action, the amount 
of friction which is actually in operation is one of the unknown 
forces which it is the object of the problem to determine. 

.54. The results of careful experiments made with the 
object of determining the laws of friction are thus given by 
Coulomb, and M. Morin : viz. 

(i) When the substances in contact remain the same, the 
friction varies as the pressure; i.e, ji is the same for the 
same substances, but will vary for different substances. 
When the pressure is very great indeed, it is found that the 
friction is a little less than this law would give. 

(ii) So long as the normal pressure between the surfaces 
in contact remains the same, the whole amount of friction is 
independent of the extent of surface in contact 

These two laws are true when the body is in a state 
bordering on motion, and also when actually in motion ; only 
it is to be remarked that in the latter case the magnitude of 
the friction is much less than in the former. If we call the 
friction in the former case statical, and that in the latter 
dynamical,we may express the above by saying that the coeffir- 
dents of dynamical and statical friction are severally constant 
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for the same substances, but that the dynamical is less than 
the statical. 

It is also found : 

(iii) Thxxt the friction is independent of the velocity when 
the body is in motion, 

55. The friction between two bodies will generally be 
diminished by smearing them with some unctuous substance, 
as oil, &c., and the friction when they are on the point of 
moving, or what we may call tlie friction at starting, is pretty 
nearly the same as during motion when the bodies are made 
of hard material, like stone or metal. But in the case of com- 
pressible substances like wood, the friction at starting is very 
considerably greater than during motion. When two bodies 
are placed one upon the other, one of them at least being 
compressible, the amount of friction at starting will partly 
depend upon the length of time they have been in contact. 
For wood sliding upon wood, the maximum friction is attained 
after a contact of a few minutes; but for wood upon metal it 
requires a much longer time, frequently several days for the 
friction to attain its maximum : but when it has attained 
this, the friction at starting is not altered by any continued 
duration of contact. 

Further, it is found that roUing friction is much less than 
sliding friction: for example, when a cylinder rolls On a plane, 
or a cylindrical axis turns within a hollow socket (when there 
is simply a line in contact and not a finite area), the amount 
of friction is much less than would be given by the above 
laws (i) and (ii), for the same amount of pressure. 

The fact that roUing friction is much less than sliding 
friction is taken advantage of in various contrivances for feci- 
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litating the transport of heavy bodies ; — ^thus for instance, 
heavy blocks of stone or other material are often transported 
by placing them on a platform beneath which rollers are 
placed: — the wheels of carriages are examples of the same 
principle, — the most delicate application of which perhaps is 
that of friction wheels, such as those employed in AtwoodCs 
Machine (see Dynamics, Art. 82). 

56. The values of /& for different substances have been 
determined by experiment, and arranged in tables; the follow- 
ing may be taken as approximate results in many cases for 
friction at starting: 

wood upon wood (without oil) /& = '6, 

(with oil) /*= -2; 

wood upon metal (without oil) fi = '6, 

(with oil) /Lt = *12; 

leather upon wood (without oil) fi = 63, 

(wetted with water) /Lt = *87; 

metal upon metal (without oil) /tt = '18, 
(with oil) /[A =12. 

When a cylinder of wood rolls upon wood so that there 

is a single line of contact only, /* = r-oJ — when the surface in 

contact is a physical point the statical friction is inconsider- 
able. 

57. To find the coefficient of friction between two sub- 
stances practically. 

Let ^^be the plane surface of one substance, upon which 
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is placed a mass M 
of the other sub- 
stance with its plane 
face in contact with 
AB. If the plane 
AB be horizontal, 
no friction will be 
called into action, but if it be gradually inclined more and 
more to the horizon till the body M is just on the point of 
sliding down AB, then the full amount of friction between the 
two substances is called into action and only just prevents M 
from moving down the plane. 

The forces which act upon Jf and balance each other are 
IT the weight of My R the pressure of the plane AB upon M 
normal to AB, and fiB the friction up the plane AB. 

If ^ be the angle which AB makes with the horizon, 
the conditions of equilibrium give — resolving along the 
plane and perpendicular to it, 

IT sin ff> = fiRy 
TFcos^ss •It- 

whence tan ^ = /&• Hence if ^ be observed, the value of fi is 
known* The angle ^ is commonly called the angle of 
friction, 

68. The above can only be regarded as an approximate 
method of determining friction. For a complete account of 
the refined contrivances which have been employed with this 
object, the student is referred to the memoirs of Coulomb and 
M. Morin. An advanced student may also consult Jellett's 
Theory of Friction. 
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Experiments have been made on a large scale by Stephen- 
son. Be Pambour and others for the purpose of determining 
the dynamical friction on railroads — ^by which the laws stated 
in Art. (53) have been substantially confirmed. In some of 
the more favorable cases detailed by Mr Nicholas Wood in 
his Practical Treatise on Railroads the rolling friction from 
the contact of the wheels with the rails was about j^th part 

of the whole weight of the train,— and the friction at the axlei^ 
about as much more — making the total resistance to the 
motion of the train arising from friction to be about ^L th part 

of the load.;— But the results of different experiments differ 
considerably. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



OF FOECES, THE DIRECTIONS OF WHICH MEET 1^ A 
JOINT— TENSION OF STRINGS ON SMOOTH AND 

ROUGH SURFACES. 

59. We proceed to discuss the resultant and the con- 
ditions of equilibrium of a system of forces whose directions 
meet in a pointy but which do not lie all in one plane. 

60« Theorem, If three forces X, Y, Z, not in one plane, 
he applied at the same point O 
{in space) and be represented by 
the three lines OA, OB, 00, and 
the panrallelopiped OABCR be 
completed, the resultant R of 
these three forces will be repre* 
aented by the diagonal OB of this 
parallelepiped. 

For the two forces X, F, which are represented by OA, 
OB two sides of the parallelogram OAOB, are equivalent to 
a resultant P, which is represented by the diagonal QG oi 
this parallelogram. 

And since 0(7 is equal and parallel to ORy the figure 
OGRG is a parallelogram, and consequently the two forces 
Pand 2^ represented by OO, 0(7 sides of this parallelogram, 
will be equivalent to a resultant R represented by the 
diagonal OR. 

Hence the resultant of the three forces X ^i Z, is repre- 
sented by the diagonal OR of the parallelepiped. 
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This theorem is sometimes called the paraUelopiped of 
farces. It is an easy extension of the parallelogram of forces. 

Cor. 1. By the preceding theorem we see how a given 
force R may always be resolved into three others, severally 
parallel to three lines given in space: these three lines not 
being in one plane, and no two of them parallel. 

For if we take OR to represent the given force R In 
magnitude and direction and draw through the point (7, 
lines OA, OB, OC severally parallel to the proposed three 
lines, we have three planes XOY, YOZ, ZOX, — and if we 
draw through the point R three planes severally parallel to 
these three, the six planes will form a paraUelopiped, three 
adjacent edges of which OA, OB, (? (7 will represent the three 
components X, Y, Z. 

Cor. 2. If the parallelepiped be rectangular, we have in 
the rectangle OAQB, OG* = OA^ + OB", 

and in the rectangle OCjBG^, 01?-=^ OGP+ OC^, 
whence 0/? = 0^» + 05' + (7» ; 
and therefore 5» = Z»+ Y^ + Z^ (i) 

ori? = V(^*+r» + ^"), 
the value of the resultant in terms of the three components. 

61. If we wish to express each component in terms of 
the resultant, and the angles which they make with it, and if 
we denominate by a, A y the angles which the direction of 
R makes with the directions of X, Y, Z, 

le.XOR^a, YOR^fi, ZOR = y, 

we shall have 0(7= OR cosy; 

and therefore Z== -B cos 7 

similarly, F=-Bcos^ \ (ii), 

X»^Rco8a 
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comparing (i) with (ii) we get 

cos'a + cos'iS + cos*7 =* 1> 
a well-known relation which holds whenever a, /8, 7 represent 
the angles which any given line makes with three rectangular 
axes. 

If we multiply the three equations of (ii) successively by 
cos 7, cos/3, cos a, we get by virtue of the relation 

cos* a + cos*/8 + cos'7 = 1 ; 

Xcosa+ Fcos)8 + 2^cos7=s JK (iii), 

which expresses that the resultant is equal to the sum of the 
resolved parts of the components estimated in its direction — 
a theorem which is true for any system of forces which 
admits of a single resultant: for if each force be resolved 
into two parts, one in direction of the resultant and the other 
at right angles to it, these latter parts must be in equilibrium 
themselves, and there remains the sum of the former parts 
equal to the resultant. 

62. We can now proceed 

To find the resultant of any nwrnber of forces whose direo^ 
tions pass through a point 

Let be the point through which the directions of all 
the forces pass, and through draw 
any three lines OX, OY, OZ 
mutually at right angles. 

Let P be any one of the forces 
acting in direction OP, making 
angles a, /3, 7 with OX, 07, OZ, 
then P is equivalent to three com- 
ponents 
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Pcosa, Pcos/S, Pcosy, 
acting in directions OX, OY^ OZ, respectively. 

Similarly, if P be another force, a, P\ y the angles its 
direction makes vfith OX, OT, OZ, it is equivalent to 

Fcosa', P'cosyS', P'cos7', 

in direction of the same lines; 

and so on whatever be the number of forces. 

The system of forces is equivalent then tq three com- 
ponents X, Y, Z, which are severally equal to 

P cos a-\-P cos a +. . .in direction of OX or 2 {P cos a) ] 

Pcos)8 + Fcos/3'+ Or...2(Pcos)8)L.(i). 

Pcosy + P'cos7' + OZ ... 2 (PCOS7)) 

Now these three components (i) are equivalent to a single 
resultant R making angles \, fi, v with the line OX, Y, OZ, 
provided 

jR cos \ = 2 (Pcos a), 

12 cos /A = 2 (P cos ^), jRcosj; = 2 (PCOS7) (ii), 

and remembering that cos' \ + cos' fi + cos' 1/ = 1, 

these give us the magnitude of the resultant, i. e. 

S? = {2 (P cos a)}' + {2 (Pcos yS)}' + {2 (Pcos 7)}'; 

and this being known, the equations of (ii) give X, fi, v, which 
assign the direction of the resultant. 

This analytical mode of finding the resultant of a system 
of forces applied at a point is of course equivalent to the 
geometrical construction of Leibnitz noticed in Art. (26). 

63. If the forces be in equilibrium the resultant is nil, 
i.e. 5 = 0; 
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. and /. {2(Pcosa)}*+{S(Pcos/8)}* + {2(Pcos7)}*=0; 
which requires 

2(Pcosa)=0, 2(Pcosi8)=:0, 2(Pcos7) = 0, 

the three conditions of equilibrium of a system of forces acting 
through a point. 

That is, the sum of the forces resolved in three directions 
mutually at right angles must be severally zero. 

Or we may reason thus : 

In considering any system of forces whose directions 
pass through a point, if they be in equilibrium, we may (as 
has been observed before) regard any one of the forces as 
equal and opposite to the resultant of all the rest. Hence, in 
any case in which we are discussing the conditions of equi- 
librium of a body or system of bodies acted on by such a 
system of forces, we may resolve all the forces in a particular 
direction (any we please) — ^and perpendicular to the direction 
so taken : the conditions of equilibrium then will be 

(i) The algebraic sum of the former resolved parts must 
be zero. 

(ii) The resolved parts acting in a plane perpendicular 
to the direction taken, must be in equilibrium inter ae, — 
and must satisfy the conditions of equilibrium of forces in one 
plane: and we may apply the principles established in the 
second chapter in the same way as if these resolved parts 
had been the only forces acting. 

And it will in general constitute part of the solution of 
the problem to shew that these resolved parts are in equi- 
librium. 

P.HL 5 
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TENSION OF A STRING 



64. The remaining articles of this chapter contain de- 
monstrations of two results relating to the tension of strings 
passing over smooth and rough surfaces referred to in 
Article (43) — and some properties of a funicular polygon. 

They may be omitted by a student whose previous read- 
ing has not prepared him for the consideration of sniaU 
quantities. 

65. The tension of a string which passes in one plane 
over a smooth curve or surface, is the same at every points* 
the weight of the string being neglected. 

Let ps be any finite length 
of the string in contact with 
the curve, the normals to 
which at^, s include an ^ <f). 

Let ps be divided into n 
parts, such that the normals 
at the extremities of consecu- 
tive parts include the same 
angle d — so that n0 = <f>. 

pq the first of these parts, the normals at^, q meeting 
in 0, t^, f,,...^«+i the tension of the string at^, q,...s. 

B the measure of the pressure on the curve at p — then 
we may regard the resultant pressure of the curve on the 
element pq of the string as equal to (R + k) . arc pq, acting 
in some direction rF intermediate to Op, Oq, and making 
angles a^, ^^ say with pO, q 0, — so that a^ + iS^ = 0, and k 
k some small quantity which vanishes in the limit, when is 
taken smaller and smaller. 
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Considering now the equilibrium of the element pq of the 
string as a rigid body — ^resolve the forces upon it parallel and 
perpendicular to r F, and we obtain the equations 

«jSinoq + «,sin)8j={jB + /ic)py (i), 

^jcosoj — <,cos)9j = (ii), 

equation (ii) may be written in the form 

<,-2«.8in»| = «.-2«.sin«'^' (1), 

and if we write down the corresponding equation for each 
consecutive element ofps, we shall obtain 

«.-2<.sin«J = e.-2<,sin'|» ....(2), 






«.-2<.8ia'|-=«.„-2Usia'§" (n), 



adding equations (1), (2) ... (w), we obtain 

«.-2(«,sm»|+<.sin'| + ... + f.8m«|) 

= «^,-2(«.sm»§ + f.sin*^+... + «^,sin'§)...(iii). 

Now if T be the greatest of the quantities "^j, ^j-.^^+i, 
we see that 

^jSm*-^ + ^,sm''-^+ ... + ^^sm'-^<nTsm'^ 



6" T<f>» 

4 4n 



Similarly 



t, sin'l +«.sin'|+ ...+ «.,, sin' A < T£ . 
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If now n be increased indefinitely, ^ remaining unchanged, 
and therefore being indefinitely diminished — the expression 

■—-vanishes, and equation (iii) becomes 

^ = <«*i (iv), 

i.e, the tension of the string is the same at every point. 

Further^ from equation (i) — suppressing the suflBxes — 

sin a + sm p 
and if p be the radius of curvature at p, 

p=^^in. the limit 



arcpq pq _ 



= />, in the limit, 



sin a + sin /8 a + /8 

in which case k vanishes ; whence 

t = Bp (v), 

a relation which gives the pressure on the curve at any point 
in terms of the tension and radius of curvature. 

Hence in the same curve 

P P 
Ohs, For simplicity we have supposed the string to be 

all in one plane — the demonstration might without much 

trouble be extended to shew that the tension is the same at 

every point in whatever manner the string passes freely 

along a smooth surface or tube of any form. 

66. A string passes in one plane over a rough curve (yr 
surface, the tensions of the extremities being such that the string 
is on the point of motion — to find the relation between these 
tensions, the weight of the string being neglected. 
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Let P, Q be the tensions at the points where the string quits 
the curve — and suppose _^ 

it to be on the point of ' ~ 

motion in the direction 
in which P acts — ^then 
the friction at every 
point of the arc will act 
tangentially in the op- 
posite direction. 

Let ps be any finite 
length of the string, the normals at p, a including an ^ <f), 
let ps be divided into n parts — ^the normals at the extremities 
of successive parts including the same z 0, so that nd = ^, 
pq the first of these parts, the normals at p, q meeting in 
0, t^f ^,...^n+i the tension of the string at^, y...5. 

B the measure of the normal pressure on the curve at p, 
fiB that of the friction along the tangent at p. 

Then we may regard the resultant of the normal pressure 
of the curve on the element pq of the string as equal to 
(E + k) . arc pq acting in some direction rV intermediate to 
Op, Oq, and making an ^ a say with Op, — and the resultant 
friction on the arc pq as equal to fi {B + k) .arc pq acting in 
some direction inclined at an ^ ^ say to the tangent at p — 
a, fi being each < 0, and k k small quantities which vanish 
in the limit when is taken smaller and smaller. 

Considering now the equilibrium of the element jt>j of the 
string as a rigid body — ^resolve the forces upon it parallel 
and perpendicular to the tangent at p, and we obtain the 
equations 

\ — t^ cos ^ = (5 + /e)|)j .sin«4- /i* {JS + <«') />j. cos /8. ..(i), 
t^ sinfl =s (jB + a:}^. QOsa-/A (JS + /ic'J^^. sin^...(ii) ; 
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whence 

f J — ^, cos 5 _ (R + k) 8ma + fi (R + k) cos 
fjjSind " {B + /c) cosa — iM{B + K) sin/S' 

Now the second member of this equation becomes =fi 
if and consequently a and fi be taken indefinitely small, 
we may therefore write it =/a (1 + \), X being some quantity 
which = when = 0, 

or ^* = cos5{l+/A(l + \)tan5} 



t. 



= (l - 2sin»|) {1 +/i(l +X)tan^} 

= l+fi0(l + \% 
where \' is some quantity which = when ^ = 0. Hence 
log^,-log«, = log{l+/t5(l + \')} 

= /Lt^ (1 + \j) say, \ vanishing with 0. 
Similarly, 

log«,-logf3 = /i^(l+Xj 



log^n-log^„« = /i5(l+X0 
/. log t^ — log t^^ = fin0 (1 + K^, if iCj be the mean value 

Ol \. y Aa* • • Alfi, 

= /i^ (1 + /cj. 

If now 71 be increased indefinitely, <f) remaining unchanged, 
and therefore being indefinitely diminished, each of the 
quantities \, \...X» will vanish, and therefore /c, will do so 
likewise, and our equation becomes 

logf,-logf^, = /A^, or t, = ^^t^„ 
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which expresses the relation between the tensions at any two 
points of the curve of contact. 

If yjt be the angle between the normals where the string 
quits the curve, we have 

P=Q€'**.... (iii), 

if p be the radius of curvature at p, we shall obtain from 

equation (ii) the result 

t = Bp (iv). 

Obs. The results of Arts. (65, 66) are true whether the 
string be elastic or inelastic — if it be elastic, we may remark 
that in Art. (66) every element of the string must be sup- 
posed to be simultaneously on the point of motion. 

67. The funicular polygon. 

If a series of n weights P^, P,...Pn ^^ suspended by 
knots at given points 
of a string (without 
weight), and the string 
be attached to two fixed 
points A, B, it will 
when in equilibrium 
form a polygon in a 
vertical plane, and is 
called a funicular poly- 
gon. 

To find the conditions of equilibrium in such a system. 

Let ^j, ^j, ^8---^n+i ^® *^® tensions of the successive portions 
of the string AP^, P^P^, P^P^...P^B, and let a^, ofj,...a^j be 
the angles which these successive portions make with the 
horizon. 

We shall have for the equilibrium of P^, P,, P,... in 
succession the following sets of equatiqnSi 
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ti COS a^ = t^ cosoj, t^ sinai— fj sma, = Pj (i), 

t^ cos a^ = ^3 cos a,, t^ sin eZg — ^, sin ffj = P^ (ii), 



tn cos o^ = t^^ cos a„^.j, fn sin a, - «„+i sin a^^.^ = P^ («). 

If ttj, a, ... a^j be the lengths of the successive portions 
of the strings AP^, P^P^,..P^B, and a, b the horizmital and 
vertical distance between A and P, we have from the geome- 
try of the figure the following equations, 



(n + l). 



a^ cos a^ + a, cos ttj + . . . a^^ cos a^^.^ = a] 
ttj sin a^ + ttj sin ffg + ... a^^^ sin a^^ = h] 

The sets of equations (i), (ii) ... (ri + 1) are sufficient to 
determine the 2n+ 2 quantities t^^ ^^•..^„+i, «i> ^2'---^n+i» ^^^ 
contain implicitly a complete solution of the problem. 

From the first column of equations in (i), (ii)...(w) it 
appears that the tension of each portion of the string resolved 
horizontally is of the same magnitude, and if we put this 
= c, so that c = ^j cos a^ = ^^ cos a, = ... we obtain from the 
sets of equations (i), (ii),..(n) the following results, 

P ^ 

tan ofj — tan a^ = — * 



tan flfj — tan a^ = —s i 



tana,-tana^, = -^ 



.(A), 



from which we may obtain the following relations connecting 
the angles a^ or,.., 

tan g^ — tan a, _ P^ tan q, — tan a, P^ „ » 

tana^-tanaj^'P,' tan a, - tan a^""!?^' 
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If we simplify the problem by supposing the weights 
Pj, Pj ... each equal to tc, the equations (A) become 

w 

- = tan ttj — tan a, s»tan a, — tan «, = ...= tan a^ — tan of^^, 

c 

which results shew that the tangents of the angles a^, or, ... 
are in Arithmetical progression. 

68. Cob. If A CB be a heavy uniform string or chain sus- 
pended from two points A, B; — 
the lowest point of the strings and <f) 
the angle which the tangent to it 
at any point P makes with the 
horizon, we may obtain a simple 
relation connecting 4> with the 
length of the arc CP{=8). 

For we may regard the heavy 
string as made up of a series of 

small equal weights attached at small equal intervals, and s6 
forming a funicular polygon : — and since the tangent at G is 
horizontal and the tangents of the angles which the succes- 
sive elements of the string (taken from C) make with the 
horizon are in Arithnaetic progression, tan ^ will for diflferent 
positions of P vary as the number of the elements in the 
arc CP, i. e. tan <f) oc s. 

And further, if c, ^ be the tensions of the string at C 
and P, we shall obtain for the conditions of equilibrium of 
CP (which for this purpose we may regard as a rigid body) 

t cos <f)==c, t sin <f) = s, and .'. tan ^ = - , 

c 

the weight of a unit of length of the string being here taken 
as the Tuiit of weight. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF THE CENTRE OF GRAVITY. 

69. The attraction of the earth on any body would, 
if unopposed, draw it towards the surface of the earth. 

The direction in which a particle would fall freely at any 
place is called the vertical line at that place. It coincides 
with the direction of a plumb-line, or the normal to the 
surface of standing water. 

A plane perpendicular to this vertical line is said to be 
horizontal. 

If we regard the earth as a sphere (which is very nearly 
the case), the vertical lines would all converge to the centre, 
and therefore the directions of the forces which the earth 
exerts on the different particles composing a body are not* 
parallel, strictly speaking. But since the dimension of any 
body we shall have to consider is very small compared with 
the radius of the earth, we may consider these directions to 
be appreciably parallel, and the resultant attraction on the 
body or system equal to the sum of the attractions on the 
constituent particles; i.e. the weight of the whole equal to 
the sum of the weights of the several parts. 

The object of the present chapter is to shew that for 
, every body or system of particles there exists a point through 
which the resultant attraction of the earth may be supposed 
to act; Le. a point at which we may suppose the weight of 
the body to be collected, — a point whose position depends 
only on the relative arrangement of the particles x^omposing 
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the body or system, and on the relative constitution of these 
particles. If this point then were in rigid connexion with all 
the parts of the system, all positions of the body or system 
would be positions of equilibrium, if this point were supported. 

Such a point in a body or system is called the centre of 
gravity of the body or system, and we give the following 
definition. — The point at which the weight of a body or 
system may always be supposed to act, whatever be the 
position of the body or system with respect to a horizontal 
plane, is called the centre of gravity of the body. 

70. We shall first shew that such a point exists in any 
system of particles. 

Prop. Every system of heavy particles has one and only 
one centre of gravity. 

First let us consider two heavy particles A, B, whose 
weights are P, Q, and suppose them 
connected by a rigid rod without 
weight. Now, since P and Q act 

through A and B in parallel direc- '^^ "^^.^ 

tions and towards the same parts, ^ 

they are equivalent to a single resultant, the magnitude of 
which == P -f- Q, and which acts through a point E in the line 
AB, such that P : Q^BE : AE\ and since the position of 
E in the line AB does not at all involve the direction of 
action of gravity, if this point E were supported, this system 
of two particles would balance about E in any position. 
E then is the centre of gravity of Ay B, and the statical 
effect of P and Q will be the same as if they were collected 
into one particle and placed at J^« 
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Again, if there axe three particles A, B, C whose weights 
are P, Q, R, we can take E the centre of gravity of P, Q aa 
before, and suppose P+ Q placed at E instead of A and P, 
and we then have two particles at U and G whose weights 
are F+ Q and P; these then, as before, have a centre of 
gravity at a point F in the line EC, such that 

P+Q : Q^CF : FE, 

and we may suppose P, Q, P all collected at P so far as 
their statical effect is concerned. And so on whatever be the 
number of particles, so that every system of heavy particles 
has a centre of gravity. 

Also a system of particles can have hut one centre of 
gravity. For, if possible, let a system have two such points 
G and G', and let the system be turned about if necessary 
till the line joining 0, G' is horizontal Then we have the 
weight of the system acting in a vertical line through (?, and 
also in another vertical line through G' ; which is impossible, 
since it cannot act in two different lines at the same time. 

We should arrive at the same point in whatever order 
we may take the points -4, P, (7... 

Cor. 1. Since every continuous body is an aggregation 
of a great number of particles, every body has a centre of 
gravity through which the resultant weight of the particles 
acts: and we may suppose the weight of the whole body 
collected at its centre of gravity. 

And we may proceed to find the centre of gravity of a 
system of bodies by supposing them to be a series of heavy 
particles, the weights of which are equal to the weights of the 
bodies, and which are in the position of the centres of gravity 
of the several bodies. 
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Cor. 2. The determination of the successive points E, 
F, &c. in the previous proposition does not require the actual 
weights P, Q, B, but only their ratios. Hence if the weights 
of the several parts of a system be all diminished or all in- 
creased in any the same proportion, the position of the centre 
of gravity will not be altered. 

Cor. 3. Since the weights P, Q, R,,. are equivalent to 
a series of parallel forces acting at the points A, B, C..,, and 
the position of the centre of gravity does not depend on the 
direction in which these forces act, but only on their relative 
magnitude and their points of application; it would therefore 
remain in the same position if the directions of these forces 
were turned about their points of application in any manner, 
still remaining parallel to each other. Hence the point under 
consideration is sometimes called the centre of parallel forces. 

71. Having given the centre of gravity of a body and 
also of a part of the body, to find the centre of gravity of the 
remaining part. 

Let w^, w^he the weights of the two parts of the body ; 
G^, G^ their respective centres of 
gravity: — then G the centre of 
gravity of the whole body must be 
a point in the straight line which 
joins G^ G^, such that 

i(?j. GG^^w^. GG^. 

Hence if G and G^ are given 
in position, join G^ G and produce 

it to G^ making GG^^ -^ .GO^, and thus the position of G^ 

the point required is determined. 
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72. Before proceeding to give a general method of finding 
the centre of gravity of any system of particles, we will give 
a few examples of finding the centre of gravity, — ^premising 
that when we speak of a line, or plane, or surface as having 
a centre of gravity, we suppose it to be made up of equal 
particles of matter uniformly diffused over it : unless some 
other supposition is stated. 

I. Tofimd the centre of gravity of a right line. 

Considering it as a line of equal particles uniformly 
arranged, it is clear that the middle point of the line is its 
centre of gravity. For we may divide the line into a series 
of pairs of equal elements, the particles composing any pair 
being equidistant firom the middle point. Hence the centre 
of gravity of each pair is at the middle point, and therefore 
the centre of gravity of the whole is there also. 

II. To find the centre of gravity of a parallelogram. 

Let ABGD be a parallelogram regarded as a uniform 
lamina of matter, and draw the line jl h B 

EF parallel to AB or CD and bisect- 
ing AD f«id BCy — and also the line 
HK parallel to AD and bisecting 
AB and CD. The point G in which 
HK, EF intersect is the centre of gravity required. For by 
drawing lines parallel to £ (7and at equal distances from each 
other, we may divide the parallelogram AC into a number 
of equal small parallelograms whose lengths are all equal BG 
and breadths as small as wo please ; and we may take the 
breadths so small that each may be regarded as a line of 
particles, the centre of gravity of which is at its middle point, 
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and which therefore is on the line EF^ since EF bisects 
every line that is parallel to BG. 

Hence the centre of gravity of the whole parallelogram 
lies in EF. Similarly it may be shewn to lie in HK. 

Therefore G the point of intersection of JEF, HK is the 
centre of gravity of the parallelogram. 

III. To fiiid the centre of gravity of a plane triangle. 

Let ABG be a plane triangular lamina of matter. From 
any two of the angular points By (7, 
draw lines BF, CE bisecting the 
opposite sides in F, jEand cutting 
each other in Q. G is the centre of 
gravity of the triangle. 

By drawing a series of lines par- 
allel to one of the sides AG ^i equal 

distances, we may divide the triangle into a number of qua- 
drilaterals, each of which, when their number is sufficiently 
increased, may be regarded as a uniform material line. 

Let ao be one such line cutting BFinf) then we have 

af'.AF^BfxBF 
^cf:CF^ 
by the two pairs of similar triangles afB^ AFB and cfB^ GFB. 
Hence aficf^AF: GF\ 

= 1:1; 

/. af=cf\ i.e. / is the middle point of oc, and is conse- 
quently its centre of gravity. 

Hence the centre of graivity of each of the lines composing 
the triangle is in BFy and therefore the centime of gravity of 
the triangle is in BF, 
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Similarly the centre of gravity of the triangle may bef 
shewn to be in GE^ whence we infer that Q is the centre of 
gravity required. 

Further, if we join EFy 

By similar triangles BOG, FGJE; 

BG lOF^BG : EF 

= BA : AE by similar triangles AEFy ABG 
= 2 : 1; 

i.e. BG^2. GF\ 
:. BF^ 3 . GF\ 
i.e. GF^\BF, and BG^\BF. 

In words, if a line be drawn from an angular point to the 
middle of the opposite side, the centre of gravity of the 
triangle lies on this line at a distance from the angular point 
equal to two-thirds of the length of the line. 

Cor. From this result it is easily seen that the centre 
of gravity of the triangle coincides in position with that of 
three equal particles placed at the angular points. 

73. To find the centre of gravity of the perimeter of a 
triangle — regarding the sides as material lines of uniform 
thickness. 

Let A\ B\ C' be the middle 
points of the sides of the proposed 
triangle ABG — ^then the centre of 
gravity of the perimeter ABG vrill 
be in the same position as that of 
three particles placed at A', B\ G\ 
and whose weights are proportional 
to B G, GA, AB respectively. Draw 
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A a, B^ bisectiDg the angles Ay S of the triangle ABC\ 
then (Euclid VI. 3), 

B'a : CoL^AB' : AG'^AB : AG. 

Hence a is the centre of gravity of the two sides AB^ 
ACy and therefore the centre of gravity of the whole peri- 
meter lies in the line Aa — similarly it lies in the line 5'/8, 
— the centre of gravity required must therefore be the point of 
intersection of these two lines — which is the centre of the 
circle inscribed in the triangle AB'C. 

• 74. Having shewn that every system of particles has 
one and only one centre of gravity, we proceed to shew how 
to find it in any case ; 

(i) for a series of particles lying in a straight line. 

(ii) in one plane. 

(iii) arranged in any manner in space. 

I. To find the centre of gravity of a series of heavy 
particles lying in a straight line. 

Let A, B, C... be the several 

particles whose weights are P, Q, J ^ — . ^ . — £ 2-^ 

B... and lying in the straight line ' '* 

Ox. Let be a fixed point in the line, and leix,, x^,x, ... 
be the distances of the particles A, B, C... from ; then if ^ 
be the centre of gravity of A and B, 

P: Q^Bg,:Ag,, 

oiP.Ag^^Q.Bg,', i.e. P(%-^J= Q (ir.-O^rJ ; 

i.e. {P-¥Q)Og,=^Px, + Qx, (i) ; 

a result which we might have obtained at once from the 
P.M. 6 
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consideration that since the resultant of the forces P and Q at 
A and B passes through g^, the sum of the moments of 
P and Q about any point is equal to the moment of their 
resultant P-\- Q, 

Again, considering P and Q as collected at g^y li g^he the 
centre of gravity of P+ Q ^^ 9\ 3,nd R at (7, we have as 
before 

(P+(2+i2)%,= (P+(2)0^,+i2a:3 

^ Px^-V Qx^-V Rx^, by (i) (ii). 

Similarly (P+ Q+ JS+iSf) Og^ = (P-t- Q + i2) Ogr, + /Sfar, 

= Px^ + Qa?j + Rx^ + /Sa?^. . . (iii). 

And so on for any number of particles. 

Hence if we call x the distance of G the centre of gi'avity 
of the whole from 0, 

^_ Px^-{-Qx^-\-Rx^-\-Sx^-\-... _ t {Px) 

""" P+Q + R+... ""S(P) ^'^^• 

The centre of gravity then is in the same line as the 
particles, and the distance of it from any assumed point is 
given by (iv). 



II. To fivd the centre of gravity of a series of heavy 
particles lying in one plane. 

Let A, B, (7. . . be the system of 
particles whose weights are P, Q, 
R. . . and let them be referred to two 
axes Ox, Oy at right angles to one 
another in the plane in which the 
particles are. Join AB, and take 
^^ the centre of gravity of P and Q 




M, «' iVi ^'zy^\ 
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If now we 



at A and B so that P : Q^Bg^ : Ag^. Join g^G, and take 
g^ the centre of gravity of P + ^ at g^^ and jB at (7 so that 

P^QiR--Cg^'g^g^, 

and so on till we find the centre of gravity of the whole, as 
in Art. 70. Draw AN^, g^n^, BN^,.. parallel to Oy, meeting 
Ox in N.^, n^, ... 

^•^i=yi) ^^«=y.) ^^=y] 

our object is to find x, y which determine the position of G, 
in terms oixjf^... and P, Q... 

Now, considering g^ the centre of gravity of A and B, we 
have 

P.Ag,=.Q.Bg, (i); 

and if through A and g^ we draw two 
lines parallel to N^N^ we should have 
two similar triangles ; comparing the 
sides of which we get 

whence from (i) and (ii) 

P . {g,n, - an;) = Q . (BN, - g,n,), 
or(P+ Q)ff^n^ = P,AN,+ Q.BIf, = P.y^+ Q.y^...{ni)'; 

now introducing a third particle C we have similarly 
(P+ Q + B) g,n, = {P+Q) g,n^ + B . CN„ 

= P.y^+ Q'Vt + B.y^ , (iv), 

and so on whatever be the number of particles ; 

i.e.y=(?r=^^±-^-i3?^±^ = |# (V). 




P+Q + ... 



2(Pj 



6—2 



8+ 
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By a similar mode of proceeding we shall obtain 



-: 2 {Px) 

"^^ 2(P) 



(vi). 



These two results (v) and (vi) determine the position of the 
centre of gravity of the system of particles, which lies in the 
plane of the particles. 

III. To find the centre of gravity of a system of particles 
arranged in any manner in space. 

Let the system of particles 
Ay B, C... whose weights are F, 
Q,R...he referred to three lines 
Ox, Oy, Oz mutually at right 
angles ; 

let g^ be the CG. of A and B. 

g^ u!l,5,andC',&c. 

Through ABC... g^g^ ... draw 

AN^, BN^...g,n^, g^n^ parallel 

to Oz meeting the plane xOy in 

iVj, N^. . .72j ,Wj. . . and through these 

points draw in the plane xOy the lines NJd^, NJd^.-.n^m^, 

njfn^... parallel to Oy meeting Ox in M^, M^... 

If now 0ilfj = a7j 

M^N^ = yj\ and similar quantities for each particle, 

and if 5 ^ i be the corresponding quantities for G, the centre 
of gravity of the system, — ^we have, considering A and B only 
at first, 

. P.Ag^^Q.Bg,) 
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or if we draw lines through A^, g^ parallel to N^N^^ we have 
by similax triangles 

^9i • '^9 1 = 5^1^! - ^^1 : ^^% - 9i^x> 
whence P . [g^n^ - AN^ = Q . {BN^ - ff^;) ; 

i.6. {P + Q).ff,n^=:F.AN^+Q.BN^ 

similarly introducing another particle C, g^ being the centre 
of gravity of A, B, G, and therefore the centre of gravity of 
P+ Q Sit g^ and R at G\ 

(P+Q+Ii)g,n,^{P+Q)g,n, + B,CN, 

= P.z^+ Q.z^ + B,z^, 

and so on for any number of particles — ^till we get 
{P+Q+...) GV=P.z^+ Q.z^+... 

P+Q + ... "2(P)' 
we should similarly have 

y" x{P) ^^^" 2(P) • 

These three expressions tor xy z determine the position 
of the centre of gravity of the system of particles considered. 
This includes I. and II. as particular cases. 

75. Obs. In the case III. of the preceding article it 
will in general be convenient to take the lines Ox, Oy, Oz at 
right angles, but the student will observe that the course of 
the proof does not require that the lines Ox, Oy, Oz should 
be inclined at any. particular angles: he may then in any 
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particular case assume three lines (not in one plane) inclined 
at any angles which may appear to him most convenient in 
the case under his consideration; — ^and a similar remaik 
applies to case II. 

Def. The moment of a force with respect to a plane is the 
, product of the force into the distance of its point of application 
from the plane. If the points of application of two forces 
are on opposite sides of a given plane, the moments of the 
forces with respect to that plane will have opposite signs. 
This must be carefully distinguished from the moment of a 
force with respect to a point or an axis. Art. 31. 

Cor. 1. We see from the results of Art. 74, that the 
algebraic sum of the moments of the particles of a system 
with respect to any plane is equal to the moment of the 
whole (supposed to be collected at the centre of gravity) with 
respect to the same plane. 

From whence follows the conclusion, that if the algebraic 
sum of the moments of a system taken with respect to any 
proposed plane be zero, the centre of gravity of the system 
lies in that plane ; and vice versd, if the centre of gravity of a 
system lie in a given plane, the algebraic sum of the mo- 
ments of the particles with respect to that plane is zero,— or, 
in other words, the sum of the moments of the particles which 
are on one side of the plane is equal to the sum of the 
moments of the particles which are on the other side of the 
plane. 

Cor 2. If we suppose a system to be divided into any 
number n of particles of equal weights we have the distance 

of centre of gravity from any plane = - th the sum of the 
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distances of all the particles from the same plane. Viewed 
in this manner, the centre of gravity of a body or system is 
sometimes called the centre of mean position of the body or 
system, or the centre of figure. 

Cor. 3. If a system of particles be projected on any 
plane, the projection of the centre of gravity of the system 
on that plane will be the centre of gravity of a system of 
particles in the plane, equal to the former and coincident 
with the points of projection of the original system. 

This appears at once from the results of Art. (74), for the 
values oi xy z depend only on the weights of the particles 
and their distances estimated parallel to Ox, Ot/, Oz {vom the 
-plsmes yOz, zOx, xOy severally. 

76. Centre of parallel forces. 

If in any of the cases of Art. (74), A, jB, (7... be the points 
of application of a system of parallel forces P, Q, i2... the 
method pursued in that article will lead to formulae for the 
co-ordinates of the point of application of the resultant of 
such a system of parallel forces, viz. 

i^^lZ^) ^_2(Py)-_S(P^) 

in the most general case. 

These results are algebraically true whether the forces act 
all in the same direction or not — ^and we may interpret them 
as stating that the resultant of a system of parallel forces 
is = 2 (P) acting at a point whose co-ordinates are given by 
equations (i). 
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If however 2 (P) = 0, and the expressions 2 (P^), 2 (Py)/ 
2 {Pz) do not each = also, the system will be equivalent 
to a couple which does not admit of being represented by a 
single resultant force, Art. (30). 

77. The position of the centre of gravity of a body or 
a system of particles depends (as we have seen, Art. 74) only 
on two things ; (i), the form of the body, or, in other words, 
the arrangement of the particles of the system ; and (ii), the 
relative density of the diflferent parts. 

Formulae have been obtained in Art. 74, by which the 
centre of gravity of any system of particles whose relative 
weights and position are known, may be found ; and we have 
seen in Cor. 1, Art. 70, that a body may be considered as 
a particle placed at the centre of gravity of the body, so 
that if the centres of gravity of the several bodies composing 
a system be known, we are enabled to find the centre of 
gravity of the system, and the problem assumes a general 
character. 

The determination however of the centre of gravity of a 
body (either a continuous solid body, or a surface regarded 
as a lamina of matter of indefinitely small thickness) will in 
general require the aid of the Integral Calculus. 

Obs. Cases will not unfrequently arise in which the 
position of the centre of gravity can be assigned from geo- 
metrical considerations such as the following, which are 
suggested for the consideration of the student. 

1^ If in any body or system a plane can be found which 
divides the body into two parts which are symmetrical with 
respect to the plane on opposite sides of it, the centre of 
gravity of the body must lie in that plane. 
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For since the body is divided symmetrically into two 
parts, these parts must be equal, and their centres of gravity 
at equal distances from the plane on opposite sides of it. 
Hence the centre of gravity of the whole, which is the middle 
point of the line joining the centres of gravity of the two 
parts, must lie in the plane under consideration. 

2". Hence it follows readily, that if three planes can be 
assigned, each of which divides the body or system symme- 
trically into two parts, the common point of intersection of 
the planes is the centra of gravity of the body. 

3°. Observation 1^ applies to all bodies or systems of 
bodies of uniform density ; it is also true if the densities are 
not imiform, provided the densities of all elements of the 
body symmetrically situated on opposite sides of the plane 
are severally the same. The same may be said of curved 
surfaces. But in the case of a plane area we need only con- 
sider lines in its plane which divide the area symmetrically, 
and we may assert (with a proof similar to that of 1'), that 
in any plane area if a line can be found which divides it 
into symmetrical parts, the centre of gravity lies in that 
line ; and further, if two such lines can be found their point 
of intersection is the centre of gravity of the area. 

The same remarks apply in this case as in that of a body, 
if the density of the area be not uniform. 

78. Some conclusions arising from these observations, 
r, 2^ 3^, are the following. 

(i) The centre of gravity of a right line is its middle 
point. 
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(ii) The centre of gravity of a parallelogram is the 
intersection of its two diagonals ; in other words, the middle 
point of one of them. 

(iii) The- centre of gravity of a solid parallelepiped, or 
of the surface of a parallelepiped, is the intersection of its 
four diagonals, which is the middle point of any one of them. 

(iv) The centre of gravity of a circular area, or of a 
circular ring, is the centre of the circle. 

And that of a solid sphere, or a spherical surface, or 
spherical shell, is the centre of the sphere. 

These results will be of frequent use. 



79. To find the centre of gravity of a pyramid on a 
triangular base. 

Let ABC he the base of the pyramid, and Fits vertex. 

Take D the middle point of 
one of the sides BG, and join AD, 
VD, in which take E and H such 
that AE=^^AD and VH^^VD, 
(and HE is therefore parallel to 
AV) ; then E, Hare the centres of 
gravity of the triangles ABC, VBG\ 
if now we join VE, AH, they will 
intersect in some point G, since 
they both lie in the plane A VD. 

G is the centre of gravity of the pyramid. 

For suppose the pyramid to be made up of an indefinite 
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number of thin triangular plates all parallel and similar to 
ABC, and let ahc be any one of these ; 

if VD meet he in d, and VE meet ad in g, we ha^e by 
similar triangles, 

ag : AE=^ Vg : VE = gd : ED; 

:. ag : gd = AE : ED=2 : 1. 

Hence since d is the middle point of be, g is the centre of 
gravity of the plate cAc. 

Similarly it may be shewn that the centres of gravity of 
all the plates of which the pyramid is composed lie in the 
line VE. 

And in a similar way by supposing the pyramid made up 
of plates parallel to VBG, the centre of gravity of the whole 
may be shewn to lie in AH, 

Hence G the point of intersection of VE, AHis the centre 
of gravity of the pyramid. 

Further if we join HE which will be parallel to A V, we 
have by similar triangles A VG, HGE, 

VG_AV_AD_ . 

.'. VE^WE, or EO = l VE, and /. FG^ = f VE; 

i.e. if the vertex be joined with the centre of gravity of the 
base, the centre of gravity of the pyramid is a point in this 
line at a distance of f ths of it from the vertex, and ^th of it 
from the base. 
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Cor. 1. To find the centre of gravity of any pyramid 
whose base is a plane polygon. 

Join V the vertex with the centre of gravity of the 
base, and in this line take a point G at 
a distance from the base equal to Jth of 
the length of the line. G shall be the 
centre of gravity of the pyramid. For 
it may be shewn as in the present article, 
by supposing the pyramid to be made 
up of plates parallel to the base, that 
the centre of gravity of the pyramid lies 
in this line. 

And again, by dividing the base into triangles the py- 
ramid may be divided into a series of triangular pyramids 
having a common vertex : and if we draw a plane through G 
parallel to the base, this plane will contain. the centres of 
gravity of all the triangular pyramids, siuce it would cut the 
line which joins the vertex with the centre of gravity of the 
base of any of the triangular pyramids in a point whose 
distance from the base is Jth of the length of the line. 

Since then the ceutres of gravity of all the triangular 
pyramids lie in this plane, and it has been shewn to lie 
in the line VO, G must be the centre of gravity of the 
pyramid. 

Cor. 2. Since a curve may be regarded as the limit of a 
polygOD, whose sides are indefinitely increased in number 
and diminished in magnitude, we may consider a cone on any 
base as the limit of a pyramid, and its centre of gravity will 
be in the line joining the vertex with the centre of gravity of 
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the base, at a distance from the vertex equal to fths of this 
line. 

If the cone be a right cone on a circular base, the centre 
of gravity is in the axis of the cone, at a distance from the 
vertex equal to fths. of its length. 

Cor. 3. The centre of gravity of a triangular pyramid 
coincides in position with the centre of gravity of four equal 
heavy particles placed at its angular points. 

For we easily see by the construction that E is the centre 
of gravity of three equal particles P placed at -4, jB, (7, and 
O will be the centre of gravity of 3P at JF, and P at F^ since 
GVi ^F=3 : 4. 

Cor. 4. We can proceed to find the centre of gravity of 
any solid bounded by plane faces. For we may divide the 
solid into a series of pyramids, the centre of gravity of each 
of which can be found, and if we suppose at each of these 
points weights to be placed proportional to the several pyra- 
mids, the centre of gravity of these weights will coincide with 
the centre of gravity of the solid. 

Similarly with any plane area bounded by straight lines, 
by dividing it into a series of triangles, and supposing par- 
ticles placed at the centre of gravity of each triangle pro- 
portional to the areas of the triangles, the centre of gravity 
of these particles will be the centre of gravity of the area. 

80. Before concluding this chapter we will give a few 
general theorems relating to the centre of gravity. 

I. If a body he suspended from a point about which it can 
swing freely, it will rest with its centre of gravity in the verti' 
col line which passes through the point of suspension. 
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Let AC he the body, G its centre of gravity, and 8 the 
point of suspension. Draw GVyer- .^,-— --^^^^^ 
tical, and 6' F' horizontal to meet GV ) „ "^^x 
in V; then the only forces which act S j 1^ V^ 

on the body are its weight, which acts \ 
in the vertical line VG, and the reac- \ 
tion arising from the fixed point 8. 

These two forces cannot balance 
each other (and consequently the 
body cannot be at rest) unless they ^^ 

act in the same line in opposite directions, i.e. unless VG 
pass through 8. 

i.e. the body cannot be at rest unless the vertical line 
through G pass through 8; and when this is the case, the 
fixed point will exert a force on the body suflBcient to balance 
the weight of the body and therefore equal and opposite to 
that weight. 

Or we might reason thus. When a body is at rest 
under the action of forces in one plane, the moments of the 
forces about any point vanish : but in this case, if we take 
the moments about 8, the weight of the body has a moment 
about S = weight x SV, which is not counterbalanced by any 
other moment, and this cannot vanish unless 8V=^0, i.e. 
unless the line joining 8 and is vertical. Whence the 
same conclusion as before. 

CoE. This proposition leads to a mode of determining 
the centre of gravity of a body which may sometimes be 
practically available, thus, — ^Let the body be suspended freely 
from any points of its surface in succession, and let the line 
in the body which is vertical and passes through the point 
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of suspension be noted in each case, — the point of intersec- 
tion of two such lines is the centre of gravity sought. 

81. In the proposition, O may either be directly above 
or below 8 when in a position 
of equilibrium ; but the nature of 
the equihbrium is very diflferent in 
the two cases. In fig. 2 if the body 
be slightly displaced by turning it 
about 8 through a small angle, it 
is evident O would be raised : and 
if the body be then left to the action 
of gravity, its first tendency would 
be to return towards its former 
position of equilibrium. 

But in figure 1 if the body were slightly displaced by 
being turned about 8 through a small angle, the tendency of 
the body would be to recede further and further from its 
position of equilibrium. 

The above are simple cases of equilibrium, which are 
called stable and unstable respectively ; the meaning of which 
the student will understand from the following definition, 

Def. When a body is in equilibrium under the action of 
a system of forces, if the body be slightly displaced the action 
of the forces on the body in its new position will in general tend 
either to make it return towards or recede from its original 
position of equilibrium; in the former case the equilibrium is 
said to be stable, or the body to be in a position of stable equi- 
librium ; in the latter, the equilibrium is said to be unstable, 
or the body is said to be in a position of unstable equilibrium. 
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We say in general, because the above is not always the 
case, for in certain cases the forces in the new position of the 
body may still have no tendency to make the body move one 
way or the other ; a position of this kind is called one of 
neutral equilibrium — as in the case of a sphere resting on a 
horizontal table. 

Or again, the forces in the new position may tend to make 
the body neither return to its former position nor recede from 
it, but to give it a rocking or rolling motion ; as in the case 
of an ellipsoid resting on a horizontal plane at the extremity 
of its mean axis. 



82. II. A body placed on a horizontal plane will stand- 
or fall over, according as the vertical line drawn through 
the centre of gravity of the body falls within or without the 
base. 

Let ACBD be the base of the body in contact with the 
plane, OE the vertical line drawn 
through the centre of gravity of the 
body and meeting the base in. some 
point E within it. 

Now the pressure which the 
weight of the body exercises on the 
plane is equal to a weight W acting 
in OE, 

And if E lies within the base, 
the plane will be capable of exercising a vertical pressure 
passing through E of suflScient magnitude just to balance W ; 
and the body will be in equilibrium. 
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But if E fall without the base the plane cannot exert a 
pressure which shall pass through 
E and balance W: in this case 
then the body will not be in equi- 
librium, but will begin to fall over 
by turning round some tangent line 
to the perimeter of the base, and this 
will obviously be about the point of 
the base which is nearest to E. 

Obs, By the base here is meant 
the extreme polygon formed by 

joining all the points of contact of the base — or the area 
enclosed by a string drawn tightly about the base. 

Cor 1, In a similar manner it may be shewn that if a 
body be placed on an inclined plane and it be prevented from 
sliding along the plane by friction or otherwise, the body 
will stand or fall over according as a vertical line drawn 
through the centre of gravity of the body falls within or 
without the base. 

Cor. 2. In figure (1) if an effort were made to make the 
body turn about some point A in the perimeter of its base, 
the moment about A of the force employed must be at least 
equal to the moment of the weight of the body about A ; 
which moment is = W. AE. This moment then measures 
the effort necessary to make the body fall over ; and it is 
clear that the less AE is, the less effort will be required. If 
AE=:0, the moment vanishes, and any the slightest effort 
would make the body fall over. This accounts for the diffi-. 
culty of making a body balance about a point immediately 
under the centre of gravity. 

P.M. 7 
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Compare with this the remarks on stable and unstable 
equilibrium, in the previous article. 

83. When a rough body BA C rests upon another PAQ 
fixed — the surfaces near A the 
point of contact being spherical — 
the condition of the stability or 
instability of the equilibrium may 
be simply investigated thus. 

The common normal to the 
two surfaces at A will be vertical 
and will pass through 0, 0^ the 
centres of the spherical surfaces 
of BAG, QAB, and also through 
G the centre of gravity of BA C. 
Let BA G be displaced by roUing 
through a small angle so as to 

come into the position B'A' G' — ^through P the new point of 
contact draw PM vertical, meeting A' O in M. Then accord- 
ing as -4'G' is < or>-4'Jf, the weight of BAG' will tend 
to make it return towards or recede further from its original 
position of equilibrium by turning about the point of contact 
P — ^that is, the equilibrium will be stable or unstable respect- 
ively. 

Let -40 = r, AO^^B, AG^K ^AO,P = 0=^MPO\ 
A' OP— ff>, so that r(f> = B0, since the arc -4P= arc A' P. 




Now 



OM an sm« 



aP sin(^ + ^) . (E-Vr 



sin^ 
. fB + r.\ 



sm 



B + r' 



in the limit when is taken very small ; 
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.'. &M== 



.'. A'M=r-aM=r- 



M + r' 



Rr 



B + r B+r* 
and the eqiiilibrium is stable or unstable according as A is 

< or >A'M, i.e. A 0-5 . 

Ji + r 

Or, as it may be written, 

h><r^B' 
Obs. If G'y M coincide — the displacement being very 

smaU, — ^in which case ^ = - + = — the equilibrium is said to 

be neuitroL 

84 Obs. (i) If the sur- 
face QAR be concave, we may 
change the sign of R, and we 
shall have the equilibrium 
stahle or wnstahle according as 

1 11 

(ii) If the surface of BA G be plane — ^as in the case of 
a solid resting with its plane base 
upon a curved surface — r = oo , and the 
equilibrium is stable or v/nstdble ac- 
cording as 

A < or > jB. 

(iii) If the surface of QAR be 
plane — ^as in the case of a solid resting 

7-2 
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with its curved surface upon a horizontal plane 
and the equilibrium will be stable 
or unstable according as 
A < or > r. 

The above particular cases 
(i), (ii), (iii) of the general one, ip 
may be investigated independ- 
ently by the student. 



— iJ=oo, 




85. The following is an example of finding the centre 
of gravity which leads to some useful results. 

Tojlnd the centre of gravity of n equal particles arranged 
at equal intervals along a circular arc. 

Let be the centre of the circular arc AB, along which 
the n equal particles A, F, Q, 
B,. . .B are arranged ; 

zA0B=::2^ AO = a, 

= aAOF=-zPOQ^... 

so that (n-l)^ = 2a (i). 

Then if {x^, yj (a?„y,)... 
be the co-ordinates of the suc- 
cessive particles -4, P, Q... re- 
ferred to Ox, Oy as rectangular axes, we have (Art. 74) 

, S (Pa?) ^ 1 




a? = 



2(P) 



='-K + a',+-+a'.} 



a 



- {1 + cos ^ + cos 2^ + . . . + cos (» - 1) tf} 

71 * 



w — 1 ^ ' n ^ 
cos— j;— O^injid 
a 2 2 



n 






(by Trigonometry) 
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n 

COS a sin 7 a 

a n — l 

n . a 

sin 



by substituting for d in terms of a from (i). 

= -fsin^ + sin25+... + sin(n-l)5} 

. n — 1 >, . n ^ 
sm — s — a sin 7^ ^ 
__a 2 2 

~"n sinJ^^ 

n 

sinasin z^a 

a n — l 

" n . a ' 

sin 



71-1 

If G be the centre of gravity. 



n 

sm 7 a 

1 a w — 1 



(ii), 



OG^Jaf + ^ = - (m), 

sm r- 

n— 1 

and tanu40G^ = = = tana, 

a; 

ie. G lies in the line OG which bisects the ^AOB, and (iii) 
gives its distance from 0, 

86. Cor. From the preceding investigation we may 
deduce some useful results. ^ 
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If the number of particles n be supposed to become in- 
definitely great, 

becoiDes = a, and n sin becomes = a 



in the limits 
and in this case 



n-1 



OG^a 



sin a 



I. Since a uniform material circular arc may be regarded 
as a series of equal particles at small 
equal intervals, — ^if AB be a uniform 
circular arc of which Q is the centre, 
and O the centre of gravity, 2a the 
circular measure of the ^ AOB and 
AO^a; 

then we infer from the above that 
OG bisects the ^ AOB, 

sin a 




and 



OG^a 



II. Again, since we may regard the circular arc AB as 
the limit of a polygon of a very large 
number of sides, we may regard the 
circular sector A OB as made up of a 
very large number of triangles having 
a common vertex at 0, and the sides 
of this polygon for their bases, — ^and 
if Or be the distance from of the 
centre of gravity of any one of these 
triangles Opq, we shall have (when 
the ^pOqis taken very small) 

2 2 

Or = s Op = o a, in the limit. 
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and the centre of gravity g of the sector A OB will coincide 
with the centre of gravity of a uniform circular arc ab whose 

radius = « . a. 
o 

i.e, Og bisects the z AOB, and Og — ^.a . 

If a = 5 the sector becomes a semicircle, and in this case 

^ 4 a 
^^ = 3^- 

III. The centre of gravity Q of 
the sector A OB being known, as well 
as O^ that of the triangle A OB, — ^we 
can easily (Art. 71) find G^ the cen- 
tre of gravity of the circular segment 

ABC. 

For A-4(?-B=a'sinacosa, 

sector A OB = a\ 
segment AB (7= a' (a — sin a cos a). 

Also OG^j = Q a cos a, 00 = ^a ; 

o o a 

■ / • \ nn « 2 sin a 
/. a (a — smacosa). UG^=^aa.-^a 







— a sm a cos a . ^ a cos a 



= - a' (sin a — sin a cos* a) 



2 8 . s 
= K» sm'a; 



sm'a 



/. OG^ = j:a -. , 

■ 3 a — sm a cos a 

which determines the c.o. of the segment 
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IV. The centre of gravity G 

of a solid hemisphere ABC lies in 

the radius OC which is perpendicu- 

3 
lar to the base, and 0G==^. 00. 

o 

Also, the centre of gravity of the 
Jiemispherical surface ABC bisects 
00. 

These results may be obtained 
by processes similar to those employed in this article — ^but 
much more easily by employing the Integral Calculus : — we 
have therefore thought it sufficient to state the results for the 
information of the student 

87. We will close this chapter with the following 
elegant theorem — due we believe to Leibnitz. 

If a system of forces in equilibrium acting at a point A 
be represented in magnitude and direction by the lines AP, 
AQ, AB,...then will the point A be the centre of mean position 
6f the points P, Q, R, ...; {in other words) the point A urill 
be the centre of gravity of a system of equal particles placed 
at the points P, Q, R... 

Take any line xAx passing through A and draw Pp, 
(?g... perpendicular to this line; 
then will Ap, -4g... represent the 
projections on xAx of the lines . 
AP, -4Q...Le. of the forces P, Q.,. trl r M^ / ^j- 
But since these forces are at equi- / / ^^^^ / 

librium the algebraic sum of their 
resolved parts in any assigned 
direction must be zero by Art. (39). 
Hence since the algebraic sum of the lines Ap, Aq. . .is zero 
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the centre of gravity of the points P, Q. . .must be in the plane 
which passes through A at right angles to xAx, and since 
the direction of x'Ax is arbitrary, this centre of gravity must 
lie in every plane which can be so drawn, and must therefore 
coincide with the point -4, the common point of intersection 
of these planes. 

Hence, when any number of forces acting on a point are 
in equilibrium, this point is the centre of gravity of a series 
of equal particles placed at the extremities of lines which 
represent the forces in magnitude and direction. 

And vice versd. K we consider a series of equal particles 
and we draw lines from each to the centre of gravity of the 
series, it is clear that a system of forces represented by these 
lines will be in equilibrium. 

For as before draw the lines AP, AQ... ; it is clear that A 
being the centre of gravity, the algebraic sum of the lines Ap, 
^y...is zero ; i.e. the sum of the resolved parts of the forces 
AP, AQ... taken in any direction xAx is zero, and therefore 
the forces are in equilibrium. 

Cor. 1. We see from this theorem that if three forces are 
in equilibrium about a point, this point is the centre of gravity 
of the triangle formed by joining the extremities of lines 
representing the forces in magnitude and direction ; for the 
centre of gravity of a triangle is the same as that of three equal 
particles placed at its angular points. 

Similarly, if four forces are in equilibrium about a point, 
this point is the centre of gravity of the pyramid whose 
angular points are the extremities of the straight lines 
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representing the forces : for the centre of gravity of a trian- 
gular pyramid is in the same position as that of four equal 
particles placed at the angular points. 

The converse of each of these is also true. 

OOB. 2. More generally: If all the equal particles of a 
rigid body of any form are attracted to the same point by 
forces proportional to their distances from this point they will 
be in equilibrium if the point be the centre of gravity of the 
body ; — and conversely. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

OF THE MECHANICAL POWERS. 

88. The simplest machines employed for supporting 
weights, communicating motion to bodies, — or speaking gene- 
rally, for making a force which is applied at one point prac- 
tically available at some other point, are called the Mechanical 
Powers; and by a combination of them all machines, however 
oompHcated, are constructed. 

They are commonly reckoned as six in number: — the 
lever ^ the wheel and aa:le, the puUy, the inclined plane, the 
wedge, and the screw* 

In explaining and discussing these simple machines we 
shall suppose them to be at rest, so that the force applied at 
one point is baiam/ced by the force or pressure called into 
action at some other point : we shall also suppose the several 
parts of them to be without weight and perfectly smooth 
except when the contrary is expressly stated. 

When two forces acting on a machine balance each other, 
one of them is for convenience called the power and the other 
the weight 

89. The Lever. 

A rigid rod or bar capable of turning about a fixed 
point of it is called a lever. The point about which it can 
turn is called the fidcrum, and the parts into which the rod 
is divided by the fulcrum are called the arfns of the lever. 
When the arms are in a straight line, it is called a straight 
lever; in all other cases it is a bent lever. 
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We have seen in Art. 35, 36, that a body of any form 
capable of turning about a fixed 
point may be considered as a 
lever, and if two forces P, Q act 
upon it in a plane passing through 
0, the lever will be in equilibrium 
if P . Op= Q . Oq; i. e. if the 
moments of P and Q which tend 
to turn the lever about be equal, 
and tend in opposite directions. 

In order however to render our explanation as simple as 
possible, we will for the present consider the arms of the 
lever as straight and uniform, or approximately so. 

90. Levers are sometimes divided into three classes ac- 
cording to the relative position of the points where the power 
and the weight are applied with respect to the fulcrum. 

Thus in levers of the first class, Fig. l 
the power and the weight are applied jji 

on opposite sides of the fulcrum (7, "I AT 

but act in the same direction, as in "^^ 

fig. 1. 

In levers of the second class, 
the power and weight are applied 

on the same side of the fulcrum, _t JB \c 

but act in opposite directions (as -^ >|l^ -^ 

in fig. 2), the power being applied 

at a greater distance from the fulcrum than the weight is. 

In levers of the third class i ^* ^ . ^ 

(fig. 3), the power and the weight j b| j. 

act on the same side of the fulcrum '. ^W 
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in opposite directions, the power being nearer the fulcrum 
than the weight is. 

The second and third classes it will be observed do not 
substantially diflFer from each other in their character. 

When a lever as employed practically to transmit force 
applied at one point to some other point, — as, for example, 
when a crowbar is employed to raise a block of stone — ^the 
pressure applied by the hand to one end of the bar corre- 
sponds to the power P in the above explanation, and the 
pressure which, the block exerts upon the other end of the 
crowbar corresponds to the weight W, — the fulcrum being 
the fixed obstacle against which the crowbar rests, and about 
which it can turn if P and W do not balance each other. 

We have familiar examples of the first species^ of lever 
in the common steelyard, a poker, the brake of a pump, the 
common claw-hammer ; — ^a pair of scissors and carpenter's 
pincers are double levers of this kind, the jo^nt being the 
fulcrum. 

An oar, a cork-squeezer, a pair of nutcrackers are exam- 
ples of the second class. In the case of the oar, the blade of 
the oar in the water is the fulcrum. 

The treadle attached to the axle of the wheel of a lathe, a 
pair of shears, — are instances of the third class of levers, and 
to this class we may refer the bones of the arm and fingers 
when put in motion by muscular action. 

91. Conditions of equilibrium of a lever. 

(I) When the lever is a straight one and the power and 
weight act perpendicularly to the arms, cls in any of the three 
causes represented in figs, 1, 2, 3 (Art. 90). 

Let JR be the force (or reaction) which the fulcrum exerts 
upon the lever, and the lever upon the fulcrum in the opposite 
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direction, then the lever ABC is kept in equilibrium by the 
three forces P, TF, R acting at A, B, (7 respectively, and 
these forces must satisfy the conditions of equilibrium of 
three forces (Art. 45). 

Hence, since the directions of P and W are parallel, B 
must also act in a parallel direction, and in 

fig. 1. B = P+W, 
fig. 2. -B-TT-P, 

fig. 3. -b = p-f: 

Also the moments of any two of the forces P, W, B about a 
point in the line of action of the third must be equal in mag- 
nitude and of opposite tendency. Hence taking the moments 
of Pand W about G, we have P.AC^ W.BC (i) in each 
of the three cases. 

In levers of the first class it is obvious from equation (i) 
that P will be > or < W according as AC is < pr > P(7, 
ie. according as the fulcrum is nearer to P or to TT. 

In levers of the second class, Pis always < W. 

In levers of the third class, P is. always > W. 

(II) When the lever is of any form, and the power and 
weight act in any given directions (fig. Art. 89). 

In this case also the three forces P, W, B must act in one 
plane (Art. 45), and, taking moments about the fulcrum 0, 

we get P. Ops= Q. Oq (ii), 

Op, Oq being the perpendiculars from the fulcrum upon the 
lines of action of P and W {Q and W having the same 
meaning). 

The results (i) and (ii) may be stated thus : "the power 
and the weight which balance each other on a lever must be 
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inversely proportional to the lengths of the perpendiculars 
drawn from the fulcrum upon their directions/' or 

P perpendicular upon direction of W 
W perpendicular upon direction of P * 

92. The magnitude and direction of the pressure R which 
the fulcrum exerts in case (ii) may be expressed thus^ — sup- 
posing for simplicity A OB to be a straight line ; 

putG40»a, CBO^p, COB^0, AO^a, BO^b; 

then resolving the three forces P, 
W, R parallel and perpendicular 
to AB, we get 

R cos 0.^ P cos a — TFcos ^, 
R sin 5=sPsina-f TTsin^; 

whence, squaring and adding, 

J?=:V{J^+TP-2PTrcos(a + ^)}, 

also dividing the latter by the former 

^ ^ Psina+TTsin^ 

tan if = -^ jjf ^ ; 

Pcosa— ry cosp' 

which two equations express R and in terms of known 
quantities. 

Ohs. We might, in cases (I) and (II), have obtained other 
equations of condition by taking moments about some other 
point ; as, for example, about A^ in which case we get 

R.AC^ W.AB, fig. Art. 90, 

OTy in fig. Art. 92, if u^r, Atoh^ perpendiculars drawn from A 
upon the lines of action of R, W, 

R.Ar» W.Av, 
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which gives jR at once independent of P; but conditions so 
obtained are not independent of those already obtained, but 
might have been deduced from them, as the student will in- 
fer by examining this case in particular, or by referring to 
the more general case discussed in Art. 45. 

93. If two weights balance each other on a straight lever 
in any position which is not vertical, they will balance in any 
other position of the lever. 

Let P, Q be the two weights suspended from the points 
Af B of the lever whose fulcrum is C and centre of gi-avitj^ 



^A. 



P'Y 




Q^ Tr= weight of the lever, draw HC horizontal in the 
vertical plane in which the lever can move. Suppose the 
lever to be in equilibrium when inclined at an ^ 6 io the 
horizon, the points -4, G, C, B being in a straight line, — 
then since P, Q, ^TFact in vertical lines, the reaction B of the 
fulcrum must also be vertical, and we must have 

B^P+Q+W (i). 

Also taking moments about the fulcrum C, we must have 
P.ACcose+W.CGcoBd^-Q.BCGO^e (ii), 
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or since 6 is not — 90V and /. cos is not = 0, we may divide 
out cos 6, and obtain 

P.AC+W.CG^Q.BG. (iii) 

as the condition of equilibrium — and this is satisfied if the 
lever assume any other position A'O'B" inclined at any other 
angle to the horizon. Hence the lever will balance in any 
other position. 

Note. It 0=^ 90® then cos ^ = 0, and we should not be just- 
ified in deriving equation (iii) from (ii) by dividing out cos 0, 
in fact when the lever is vertical it will balance with any 
weights suspended at A, B, — ^It is necessary that A, By and 
G — th^ point where the fulcrum acts on the lever — should be 
in a straight line. 

94. The various kinds of balances which are in use for 
determining the weight of substances are constructed on the 
principle of the lever. We will here give a description of 
the common or Roman steelyardy the Danish steelyard, and of 
the common balance ; referring the student for a more com- 
plete account to Delauna/s Gours HeTnentaire de Micanique. 

The common or Romxin steelyard. 

This bialance consists of a straight 
lever AB suspended by the point G, j) 0^^ 

and capable of turning about this <= ' ^ * 







point. At a point A on the short 
arm is attached a hook (or some- 
times a scale-pan), from which is 
suspended the substance whose weight W is required. A 
ring B, carrying a weight F of constant magnitude, can 
slide along the graduated arm GB till P and W balance 

P.M. 8 
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each other about G, when the lever is horizontaL The 
graduation at which P rests when this is the case indicates 
the weight of the substance. 

In graduating the arm BG account must be taken of the 
weight of the lever ; let Q be the weight of the lever, and 
its centre of gravity, D the point from which P is sus-r 
pended when it balances TTat^ ; then taking moments about 
Cy we have 

P. CZ) + Q, GC7= W. OA (a). 

If on the arm GA we take a fixed point such that 
P. (70 = Q . GOy the equation (a) becomes 

:P.GD + P.G0^W.GA, or P.OD^W.GA^, 

W 
:.OD^^.CA. 

We may; now graduate OB by taking distances from 
successively equal to CA^ 2GA, SGA,., , sxid marking them 
1,2, 3, •.. — ^if necessary these distances may be subdivided. 

Suppose, for example, that P rests at the fifth graduation, 
then 02) = 5. GA, and .-, TF=5P, and the weight of P 
being known that of W is known also. 

Old, By increasing GA, or : by diminishing P, the sen- 
sibility of the steelyard would be increased ; i. e. the distance 
would be increased between the points from which P must 
be suspended in order successively to balance two weights 
of given difference. 

For suppose D' the point of suspension of P when the 
weight is W ; 

then P. 02?'= PP. G4, 

and P. 02)= TT.O^; 
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therefore P, DU ^CA.{W-W), 

or i)2y = l^,(F'-Tf); 

i.e. W'—W being given, Diy would be increased by an 
increase of CA or by a diminution of P. 

CA 
We may regard -5- as a measure of the sensibility of the 

steelyard, and this being constant in the same steelyard for 
different positions of D, we infer that the same steelyard is 
equally sensible for all positions of P. 

The name of this steelyard has often led to a mistaken 
idea of its origin — Bomman is an eastern word for the pome- 
granate, and the form of the weight P gave rise to the name. 



95. The Danish Steelyard. 

This steelyard consists of a bar 
AB terminating in a ball B which 4 ■■■ .^ ■ 9 ^ 

serves as the power, and the sub- ^ ^r 

stance to be weighed is suspended 

from the end A ; the fulcrum C — ^which is frequently a loop 
at the extremity of a string by which the instrument is 
suspended — ^is moved backward or forward till P and W 
balance about it. 

To graduate the Danish Steelyard. 

Let Pbe the weight of the bar and ball of the steelyard, 
which we may suppose to act through its centre of gravity O: 
and let C be the position of the fulcrum when the substance 

8— a 
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whose weight is W balances P about the fulcrum. Taking 
moments about C, we have 

p:cq^w.ac=p.{ag-ag); 

P.Aa 



:.AC^ 



P+W 



W; 



by making TT successively equal toP, 2P, 3P... the successive 
graduations are determined. 

Cor. It is obvious from the formula (a) that the distances 
of successive graduations from A are in harmonic progres- 
sion. 



96. The common bcdance. 

This balance consists of a lever ^j5 called the beam, 
suspended from a fulcrum G about 
which it can turn freely; the 
point (7 is a little above the centre 
of gravity G of the beam, and 
from the extremities A, B of. the 
arms GA, GB (which ought to be 
similar and equal) are suspended 
two scale-pans, in one of which is 
placed the substance whose weight 
W is required, and weights of 
known magnitude are placed in 
the other till their sum P just balances W) this being the 
case if the beam be exactly horizontal in a position of 
rest. In this case if the arms are perfectly equal and 
similar and the scale-pans also of equal weight, P will be 
exactly equal to W. If the^e weights dijBFer by ever so little, 
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the horizontality of the beam will be disturbed, and after 
oscillating for a short time, it will rest in a position inclined 
to the horizon, and the greater this inclination is for a given 
difiference of P and W the greater is the sensibility of the 
balance. A simple way of testing the accuracy of a balance 
U by interchanging P and W in the scales. The balance 
ought to retain the same position when this is done. 

97. To determine the position of equilibrium of a balance 
when loaded with unequal weights. 

Let P and W be the weights in the scales. AB = 2a ; 
h = the distance of C the fulcrum from the line joining A, B, 
W the weight of the beam and scales, and k the distance 
from C (measured along the line h) of the point through which 
the resultant of W acts — k remains unchanged when the 
balance is tilted, — the angle which the beatn makes with 
the horizon when there is equilibrium. 

If we take moments about Cj the algebraic sum must be 
equal to zero. 

Now the perpendicular from G 

on the direction of P= a cos ^ — A sin 5 ; 

....* W= acoa + h Bind ; 

W'=^ksm0; 

we shall have then, taking account of the tendency of the 
moments of the several forces, 

P (acos ^- A sin 0) - F (a cos 5 + A sin 0) - TTAsin ^=0 ; 

. ^_ {P^W)a 
"^''^''(P+W)h+W'k' 

This equation determines the position of equilibrium. 
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98. The requisites for a good balance are 

(i) The beam ought to be horizontal when loaded with 
equal weights in the scales at A and B. This will be the 
case if the scales are of equal weight, and if the line drawn 
through G at right angles to AB divides the beam into two 
similar and equal arms, ' 

(ii) The balance ought to be sensible; i.e. the angle 
which the beam makes with the horizon ought to be easily 
perceptible when the weights P and W suspended at A and 
B differ by a very small quantity ; and the greater tan is 
for a given small difference P^W, the greater is the sensi- 

hility of the balance. We may take p^ „ as a measure of 

the sensibilityi and hence we see that this requisite will be 

secured by making -^ as small as possible ; 

thus the smaller h and h are made, the greater will be the 
sensibility of the balance. 

(iii) The balance ought to be stable; i.e. if the equi- 
librium be a little distui-bed either way, there ought to be a 
decided tendency to return to its original position of rest. 
This tendency, for any position of the beam, will be measured 
by the moment of the forces tending to restore the beam to 
its former position of rest. If for example P= W, then when 
the beam is inclined at / to the horizon the moment of the 
forces which tend to diminish 0, and therefore to restore 
the balance to its position of equilibrium, is 

[{P+W)h-\-Wk]An0. 
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Hence this ought to be made as large as possible in order to 
secure the third requisite. 

This condition, it will be observed, is to some extent at 
variance with the condition for sensibility ; but they may be 
reconciled by making (P+ W)h + Wk considerable and a 
large; Le. by placing the fulcrum at some distance above 
the centre of gravity of the beam, and by making the arms 
long. 

In a baldnce of great delicacy the fulcrum should be as 
thin as possible — it is generally a knife-edge of hardened steel 
working upon agate platea 

The comparative importance of these qualities of sensi-^ 
hility and stability in a balance will depend upon the service 
for which it is intended : — ^for weighing heavy goods, stability 
is of more importance ; — the balance employed in a chemical 
laboratory must possess great sensibility, and such instru- 
ments have been constructed to indicate a variation of weight 
as small as a miUion'th part of the whole, — and even less. 

99. There are various kinds of compound balances 
formed by combinations of levers in use for weighing heavy 
articles, as merchandise, baggage, &c. — it will suflSce here to 
give a brief description of the arrangement of the levers in the 
Balance of Quintenz in a simple form. 

The figure represents a section of the machine by a plane 
dividing it into two symmetrical parts* 

The platform AB upon which the weight Q is placed is 
supported at one end upon the knife-edge fulcrum JS> and at 
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the other by a piece -DJff which is connected with the upright 
piece 5(7 by a strong brace CD. 




OF is a lever turning about a fulcrum F and connected 
with the horizontal lever LMNhj a vertical rod GL ; HKis 
another vertical rod connecting DH with the lever LMN 
which turns about the fulcrum My and from the end N of this 
lever the scale-pan P is suspended. 

The ratio of FE : FO is by construction the same as the 
ratio KM : LM^ — usually 1 : 5. 

The weight Q thus produces pressures at E and H: the 
pressure at E by means of the lever FQ and rod OL trans- 
mits a pressure to the lever LMN at i, and the pressure at H 
is transmitted to the same lever LMN at K, — and in conse- 
quence of the ratios FE : FO and KM : LM being equal, the 
pressure at L produces the same eflFect on the lever LMN 
ias a pressure equal to that at E would do if applied at K. 

Thus the effect on the lever LMN is the same as if the 
whole weight Q were suspended at K, and equilibrium is 
produced by placing suitable weights in the scale-pan P. 

The ratio KM : MN is commonly 1 : 10, — so that the 
weight of Q is ten times that required to balance it at P. 
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100. T%e Wheel and Axle. 

This machine consists of a cylin- 
der HH', called the axle, and a wheel 
AB, the two having a common axis 
terminating in pivots {/, (7', about 
which the machine can turn ; — the 
pivots resting in fixed sockets at 
C, C\ A rope, to one end of which 
the weight W is attached, passes 
round the axle, and has its other 
end fixed to the axle. Another rope 
passes round the wheel, being at- 
tached at one end to the circum- 
ference of the wheel, and at the 
other end the power P is applied. 
The ropes pass round the wheel an^ 
the axle in opposite directions, and. 
thus tend to turn the machine in 
opposite directions. 



Fiff.l. 




Fig. 2. 




■1H 



Conditions of equilibrium of the wheel and axle. 

The efforts which P or W make to turn the machine 
about its axis will be the same in whatever plane they act 
perpendicular to the axis. 

Let fig. 2 represent a section of the machine perpendicular 
to its axis ; M and N the points at which the strings quit 
the circumferences of the wheel and axle ; join OM, ON, 
which will be perpendicular to MP, ^P^P^ respectively. 

We may regard MON as a lever kept in. equilibrium 
^bout the fulcrum by the forces P, TT acting at arms 
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MO, ON, and there wiU be equilibrium if P . JIf = TT 4 NO, 

P NO 
or ps = -jTj^ ; i.e. if the power is to the weight as the radius 

of the axle is to the radius of the wheel. 

101. Ohs, If the thickness of the ropes cannot be neg-^ 
lected, we must suppose the action of P and PT to be trans- 
mitted along the middle or axis of the ropes, and in this ease 

OM^ radius of wheel + radius of rope, 

ON^ radius of axle + radius of rope. 

Instead of the wheel AB (fig. 1), the power P is some- 
times applied to a rigid rod fixed into the axle at right angles 
to it ; and in the previous condition of equilibrium we must 
take OJf= length of the arm at which P is applied. The 
capstan is an example of this construction. 

Cor. 1. In a combination of wheels and axles, in which 
the string passing round one axle also passes round the wheel 
of the next machine, and so on, we should readily obtain 

P _ product of radii of all the axles 
W product of radii of all the wheels * 

Combinations of toothed-wheels are substantially examples 
of this kind. 

Cor. 2. If the power and weight act in parallel directions 
on the wheel and axle, and on opposite sides of the axis, the 
pressure on the axis = P+ TF; but if they act on the same 
side of the axis, the pressure on the axis = P-* TT. (Art. 91.) 

102. The PiMy. 

The puUy is a small circular disc or wheel having a 
uniform groove cut on its outer edge, and it can turn about 
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an axis which passes through its centre* This axis rests in 

sockets within the block to which the 

puUy is attached. When the block is 

Jixedy the pully is said to be fixed ; 

in other cases it is moveable. A cord 

passes round the pully along the 

grooye^ and at its extremities the 

power and weight are applied. 

The pully is very useful for changing 
the direction of the tension of a string ; 
and as we shall here suppose the groove 
to be perfectly smooth, the tension at 
all points of the string between the points of application of 
Pand H^will be the same. (Art. 43.) 

In the following account of some of the more simple com* 
binations of pullies, we shall neglect the weight of the strings, 
and suppose the radius of any pully to be the distance from 
the axis to the centre of the chord which passes round it. 

103. Conditions of equilihriwm on a single moveable pully . 

(i) When the strings are paraUeL 

Since the tension of the string PABC which passes round 
the pully is the same throughout, the tension 
upwards of the portions AP, BG are each equal 
to P; and since there is equilibrium we may 
suppose the strings AP, BC attached to the 
pully at A and P, the points where they quit 
the pully; and the weight W^ which ia sus- 
pended from 0, the axis of the pully, is sup- 
ported by the upward tension of the strings 
APi BC. Hence, considering A OB as a lerer kept in equi* 
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Hbrium about a fulcrum 0, we have (Art. 90) 2P=TFthe 
condition required. 

(ii) When the strings are not parallel. 

Let the string quit the puUy at A and B, Then since 
the tension along AP is equal to that 
along BC, their resultant will bisect 
the angle between them, and this re- 
sultant must be equal and opposite to 
the weight W suspended from the axis 
of the puUy, and acting in a vertical 
direction. 

Hence -4P, BO must be equally 
inclined to the vertical ; let be this inclination, then the 
resultant of the two tensions, which we may regard as acting 
at A and B, is =2Pcos5, and this must be equal to TF; 
i.e. 2Pcos5= W, — ^the condition of equilibrium. 

Obs. If the weight of the puUy be taken into account, 
let it be w, and we shall obtain 
2Pcos^= W+w for the condition of 
equilibrium. 

If instead of a weight W hanging 
vertically, a force B be applied to the 
pully in direction OR by a string or 
otherwise, we may shew as before that 
when there is equilibrium AP, BO 
must be equally inclined to the direc- 
tion of i?, and we shall have 2P cos 5 = JB for the condition of 
equilibrium, 20 being the angle which ^P makes with BO. 

104. Conditions of equilibrium in a system of putties. 
. L In a system of pullies in which the string which passes 
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round any puUy has one extremity fixed ^ 
and the other attached to the puUy next 
above it (as in the figure), the portions not 
in contact with'anypully being all paralleL 
Let ^j be the tension of the string which 
passes round the lowest puUy, t^ f,, ... 
that of the striiig passing round the second, 
t^trd...pully, and Jet^ w^j w,, w^.,.he the 
weights of the puUies -4^, -4,, A^.,, 

Then for the equilibrium of the puUy 
A^, we shall have tho equation of condition 

2«,= W+w,.... (1) (Art. 91), 

and for the equilibrium of A^, the force upon it downwards 
is equal to the tension of string A^A^ + w^, and the force 
upwards is 2^^, hence we get 

similarly, 2^, = ^, + ^, (3), 

and so on for every moveable pully ; if there be n moveable 
pullies the last equation will be 

2f„ = <^j + w. (n). 

Now if we multiply the equations (1), (2), (3)... (n) by 
1.2.2'... 2**"* severally, add the corresponding sides together 
and strike out terms which cancel each other on opposite 
sides of the resulting equation, we get 

2««^= Tr+w, + 2w, + 2X, + ... + 2'»-^w;„, 

and it is clear that ^^ = P, hence the condition of equilibrium 
becomes 

2«P=Tr+w?j + 2M;, + 2X+... + 2^'w„ W- 

Cor. 1. If the weight of the pullies be neglected, 
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and the condition (2) becomes 

Cor. 2. K the pnllies are all equal and the weight of 
each = w, the condition (a) becomes 

2*P=Tr+(l + 2+...+2-*)W; 
or 2"P=ir+(2*'-.l)w, 

which may be written 

105. II. In a system of puUies where there are two 
blocks, and the same string passes round 
all the pullies (as in the figure),' the parts 
of the string between successive pullies 
being paraUel. 

Since the tension of the string is the 
same throughout, if n be the number of 
strings at the lower block, nP will be the 
resultant upward tension of the strings 
upon the lower block, and this must be 
equal to W when there is equilibrium, 
that is, 7iP= W\& the condition required; 
the weight TF including the weight of the 
lower block. 

106. III. In a system of pullies 
where the string which passes round any 
pully is attached at one end of it to the 
weight, and at the other end to the next 
pully (as in the figure), the strings being all parallel 
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Let t^, t^ t^... be the tendons of the 
stringB which pass round the successive 
puUies A„ A^ A,..., and let w^, w^ w,.., 
be the weights of these puUiea severaliy. 
Then for the equilibrium of the pullies 
A , A., A,... in succession, we shall have 



n being the number of pullies of which n — 1 only are 
Tnoveable. 

Also for the equilibrium of Wve shall have W= resultant 
of the upward tensions of the strings attached to the bar AD ; 

i.e. *. + «, + *,+ ... +(,= W, (j^. 

Multiplying the n equations of (a) by 2", 2^, ST*. 3 in 

order, and adding, we get 

2*,= 2w^, + 2V^+...+2^w,+ 2-P (y). 

Again, adding equations (a), we get by means of (fi) 

ir=P + w, + w, + ...+w,., + 2{IF-t,)l 

Le. 2i.= ir+P + w, + w,+ ...+«j,., (S). 

Subtracting (S) from (7), we get 

Tr=(2--l)P + (2—-l)w, + (2"-*-l)w, + ... 

... + (2»-l)w,_, + w^,, 

the relation which must hold good between P and W when 
the system is in equilibrium. 
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Cor. 1. If the weight of the pullies be neglected, 

and the relation between P and W requisite for equilibrium^ 

becomes 

Tr= (2* - 1) P, 

a resiilt which the student may investigate independently. . ^ 

OhB. It is readily seen that the weight of the pullies 
cwwte the power P in system III., but in the systems I. and 
II. it increases W. 

Cor. 2. If the weight TT be suspended from a horizontal 
bar AD. the point K to which W is attached must be such 
that the resultant of the tensions at -4, 5, (7... passes through 
K^ otherwise the bar would not remain horizontal. • 

For example, suppose there are four pullies of equal 
radius a: then the tension at -4 = P, at P=2P, at 6'=2"P, 
and at J9 = 2'P, the weights of the pullies being neglected ; 
then, taking moments about -4, we must have K such that 

(P + 2P+2»P+2'P)^^=P.0 + 2.P.a + 2»P.2a + 2«P.3a; 



i.e. -4-K's= -. 



2 + 2».2 + 2«.3 
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107. A very simple and useful combination of pullies is 
employed in the Spanish Barton^ the principle 
of which will be obvious from the annexed 5^ 
figure. C is a fixed puUy round which passes 
a string attached to the two moveable pullies 
A and B. The weight W\a attached to P, and 
the string which passes round A and B is fixed 
at one end at D, and the power P acts at the 
other end. 

For the conditions of equilibrium we have 
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from the equilibrium of the puUy A, tension of string 
ACB = 2P+ A^T suppose, and the tension of the stricg 
PABD being the same throughout and equal to P, we have 
for the equilibrium of pully JB, 

JB + Tr= 2P+ r= .-. 4P+ ^ ; 

/. ^P^W+B-A. 

' 108. The Inclined Plane. 

By an inclined plane, as a mechanical power, is meant a 
plane inclined to the horizon, and the inclination is measured 
as in Euclid, Book Xi., Definition 6. Or thus: If a vertical 
plane be drawn perpendicular to the inclined plane, — ^which 
for simplicity of definition we shall call a principal plane — 
the ansfle between the lines of intersection of this vertical 
plane with the inclined plane and a horizontal plane is the 
inclination of the proposed plane to the horizon. 

Conditions of equilibrium on an inclined plane 

When a body whose weight is W 
is supported on an inclined plane by 
a force P, the direction of which makes 
an angle e with the jpZawe— the plane 
being smooth. 

I. Let the figure represent a 
section of the inclined plane, made 

by a vertical plane perpendicular to the inclined plane ; 
BAC= a, the inclination of the plane. Then the forces acting 
on the body at are TF' its weight vertically, JBthe reaction 
of the plane acting at right angles to the plane, and P the 
given force. Hence, in order that the body may be in equi- 
librium, Pmust act in the same plane with TFand P, i. e. in 
the vertical plane perpendicular to the inclined plane (repre- 
sented in the figure). 

P.M. 9 
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Let FOB = e, ) Then resolviilg the forces which act on 0, 
along the plane and at right angles to it, we get 

Pcos€- Trsina = (i), 

Psine + JS- Trcosa = (ii). 

Equation (i) gives the relation which must hold between 
TFand P; and the second gives 
_ ^ ^ . _/ sin a sin €\ Trcos(€ + a) 

which gives the pressure on the plane in terms of W. ^ 

109. II. Let the plane be rough ; and first, let P act in 
the vertical plane which is perpen- 
dicular to the inclined plane — ^i.e. in a 
principal plane — (as in case I.), i?, 
P, Wy a, €, the same as in case I.: 
/Aj the coefficient of the friction actu- 
ally exerted, Uotun the plane suppose, 
so that fij^R is the friction; then resolving the forces act- 
ing on the body, parallel and at right angles to the plane, 

we get ' 

Pcos € — TTsin a — ^tjiZ = 0, 

Psine + -B-Tfcosa = 0, 

whence we get 

.p^^Bma + ,,,co8a .^^ 

cos € + /^j sm e 

^^,^_cos^a + e)_ ^^.y 

COS € -f /Ltj sm € 

Equation (i) gives the relation between P and W; and 
(ii) the pressure on the plane. 

If the friction acts up the plane, we have only to change 
the sign of fi^ in the preceding investigation* 
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Ob$* if fi be the coefficient of maximum friction between 
the substance of which the body- is composed and the plane 
(which is determined by experiment, and generally given in 
tables of the coefficients of friction), fi^^ cannot be greater than 
fi numerically, and may be positive or negative so far as e(^ui- 
librium is concerned. 

If the body is just on the point of Tnoving up the plane 
J D jjy sin a + fi cos a 
"^^ '^ cos € + /Lt sin € 

If it be on the point of moving down the plane fi^^-- fi and 
P— W sin a^ fi cos g 
cost € — /[* sin € ' 

If P have any value intermediate to these two, the body 
will be in equilibrium, and for a given value of P the co- 
efficient of the friction actually in operation will be given 
, ... . P cos e — Wsm a 

Secondly. If the direction of P does not lie in the vertical 
plane which is perpendicular to the 
inclined plane. 

Let OD be the projection of OP 
on the inclined plane, AB the sec- 
tion of the inclined plane made by 
the vertical plane through per- 
pendicular to , the inclined plane, 
POD^e, BOD = ^, BAC-:-a. 

Now friction always acts in the direction opposite to that 
in which the body would begin to move, if the friction were 
to cease. 

The forces acting on parallel to the plane are Pcose 
along 0J9, -and IT sin a along OA^ 

9—2 
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Hence /jlR the friction must be equal and opposite to the 
resultant of these two forces. Let ^ be the angle which this 
resultant makes with OA. 

Then resolving the forces which act on (i) perpen- 
dicular to the plane ; (ii) along OA ; and (iii) perpendicular 
to OA along the inclined plane, we get successively 

Psine + jB- Trcosa = (i), 

P cos € cos /8 + /X.22 cos ^— JF'sina = (ii), 

P cos € sin /8 — fjbR sin 5 = (iii) . 

From these three equations we get P, R, and 0; i.e. the 
force P necessary for equilibrium, the pressure on the plane, 
and. the direction in which friction acts. 

If fi = 0, then 5 = 0, and the results of this case coincide 
with the preceding. 

110. If /A = tan <l>, the result of the first case of II. gives 

p« pp8 m(g + <f>) 
cos (e — 0) ' 

and if we suppose e and P to vary so as to satisfy this relation, 
we see that P is least when cos (e — 0) is greatest ; i.e. when 
6 = <^, and the least force which will pull the body up the 
plane is = W sin (a + <f>). 

Also the result P== W — ^ z?; compared with that of 

cos {€ + <!>) ^ 

Case I. shews that the condition of equilibrium on a rough 

plane is the same as that on a smooth plane whose inclination 

to the horizon is increased or diminished by the angle 0, the 

direction of P remaining unchanged — increased or diminished 

according as the friction acts dovm or up the plane. 
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Cob. If the force Pacts horizontally, then €=« — «, and 
the conditions of equilibrium become 

in case I. P= TFtan a, 

in the first instance of case II. P= W -, — . 

cos a — /x sm a 

111. The Screw. 

The screw is a spiral thread running along the surface of 
a circular cylinder, which may be imagined to be generated 
thus: 

Let AGhe 0, rectangle whose base AB is exactly equal to 
the circumference of the cylinder ; make 
the rectangles BD, OF, JSZT... equal in 
every respect, and draw the straight lines 
AC, BE, FO ... ; then if the rectangle 
BE be applied to the surface of the 
cylinder so that the base AB coincides 
with the base of the cylinder, the broken 
lines AC, BE, FQ... will form a con- 
tinuous line on the surface of the cylinder, 
the point C coinciding with B, E with F, 
and so on. If we now suppose this line 
to become a protuberant thread, we obtain 
a screw, in which the distance between any point of one 
thread and the one next below it, measured parallel to the 
axis of the cylinder, is everywhere the same and equal to 
BC: — the angle CAB which the thread at any point makes 
with the base of the cylinder is called the pitch of the screw. 

The screw formed on the solid cylinder, as above, works 
in a hollow cylinder of equal radius, in which a spiral groove 
is cut exactly equal and similar to the thread on the solid 
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cylinder, and in which groove the thread of the former can 
work freely. 

A solid and hollow screw related as above are called 
companion screws ; and when in action, one of them is fixed 
and the other is turned by means of a lever fixed into the 
cylinder at right angles to its axis. By turning the lever a 
weight is raised, or a pressure produced, at the end of the 
screw, which pressure acts in direction of the axis of the 
screw. 

When the solid screw is small, it is sometimes called 
a nuU 
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112. The figure in the margin 
will convey some idea of one mode of 
applying a screw to produce pressure, 
and in all the various applications 
of the screw we may regard a power 
P as applied at the extremity of an 
arm which is at right angles to the 
axis of the screw so as to produce 
a pressure in direction of the axis, 
which we shall call the weight. 

The form of the thread of the 
screw is not always the same in 
diflferent screws ; we shall suppose a section of it made by a 
plane through the axis of the screw to be rectangular, so that 
the surface of the thread will present the same appearance as 
the under surface of a circular spiral staircase. 

113. Conditions of equilibrium on the screw. 

In investigating the relation between P and W we shall 
for the sake of simplicity suppose th€ screw to be verticalj 
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and the pressure which balances P to be a weight W placed 
on the end of the screw, and which the scre\f. supports. 

I. When the screw is smooth. 

We may suppose the whole weight 
W to be distributed along the surface 
of , the screw which is in contact with 
the companion screw. 

Let whe sl portion of W supported 
at by the pressure r of the companion 
screw and by a force p acting hori- 
zontally, i.e. perpendicular to the axis 
of the screw : a = the pitch of the screw, 
i.e. the complement of the angle which 
the tangent to the thread of the screw at makes with the 
axis of the screw. 

Then the conditions of equilibrium of w under the action 
of r and p are the same as those of a body resting on an 
inclined plane (inclination = a) under the action of a force p 
acting horizontally ; hence p = w tan a. (Art, 110, Cor.) 

Similarly, i£w\ w" ... be the portions of the weight sup- 
ported at successive points by the forces p', p" ... we should 
have 

p' = w;'tana, 2)" = ^"tana 

and .\p+p' +p" + ...=='{w + tv' + w' + ...)tana. 

Now w + w +w' + ...mnst equal W the whole weight, 
and p, p, p'\.. acting at the surface of the cylinder perpen- 
dicular to its axis produce the same effect to turn the cylinder 
round its axis as the power P acting at the arm CA. 

Hence the moments of p, p\ y ... about the axis must 
together be equal to the moment of P about the same ; i.e. if 
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c be the radius of the cylinder, a the length of the arm CA. 
at which P acts, we must have 

whence we get — = TTtan a ; 

n TFctana ,.. 

orP= (i); 

Cv 

the relation between P and W required. 

Since 27rc tana = distance between two threads, measured 

parallel to the axis, 

and 27ra = circumference of the circle described by A, 
we may write the condition (i) in the form 

P __ 27rc tan a distance between two threads 
W 27ra ~" circumference of circle, radius CA ' 

11. If the screw be rough. 

In this case supposing W distributed, as in case I., the 
forces which act at are the weight of w vertically, jp hori- 
zontally, p the normal pressure on the thread of the screw, and 
fip the friction aloriff the surface of the thread ; hence taking 
the conditions of equilibrium on a rough inclined plane as in 
(Art. 109), i.e. resolving the forces along the tangent line and 
perpendicular to it, we get (supposing the friction to act down 
the screw ; i.e. to oppose P) 

^ cos a — w sin a — /i/> = 0, 

p sin a -f^ cos a — /) =0; 

whence we ob^tain 

sina + MCOsa w 

p=^w 1 — ; p = 



cosa — /xrsina' ^ cos a — /a sin a* 
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or if we put /a = tan <^, these become 

sin (a + 6) wcohS 

^ 'cos(a4-0)' '^ cos(a + ^)' 
whence as before 

« 

andP-= TF.tan (a + <^); orP= TT-tan (a + <^), 

C Cv .. 

the relation between F and W. 

114. Obs. If the friction acts up the screw (i.e. assists 
P), then we must change the sign of /j, and therefore of <^, 
and we get in this case 

P=TF-tan(a-6). 

Note. Since the distance between two threads, measured 
parallel to the axis, is the same at all points of the screw, but 
the length of one revolution of the screw is greater at greater 
distances from the axis, it is clear that the pitch a is different 
at points on the surface of the thread which are at different 
distances from the axis, — being greatest at points nearest the 
axis. But when the screw is smooth, as in case I„ the 
relation between P and W, viz. 

P _ distance between two threads 
W^ circumference of the circle, radius CA * 

depends only on the distance between the threads and the 
length CA ; hence this result will be true whatever be the 
hreadik of the thread. 

115. The Wedge. 

The wedge "is a sblid triangular prism made of hard 
material such as iron or steel, and is used for separating two 
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bodies, or two parts of the same body, which adhered power- 
fully to each other. The edge of the wedge is introduced 
between the parts of the substance, and it is then driven 
forward by smart blows of a hammer applied at its back, or 
by some equivalent process. Hatchets, chisels, nails, carpen- 
ters' planes, sivords, — are modifications of the wedge. 

The action of the wedge is so essentially dynamical that 
it would serve no useful purpose to discuss its statical con- 
dition at any great length ; we will only obtain the condition 
of its equilibrium in a very simple case* 

Condition of equilibrium of a wedge. 

Suppose the wedge isosceles, and let 
the figure represent the position of the 
wedge inserted in the obstacle and in 
contact with it at A and B; R, B' the 
pressures perpendicular to the faces of 
the wedge at -B, ^ ; /jlR, fiR' the friction 
on the wedge at those points; W the 
force applied at the middle point of the 
back of the wedge, and a the angle between 
the faces of the wedge; then resolving 
the forces which act on the wedge in 
direction of TF which bisects the angle a, 
and at right angles to this, we get 

W+fi(,B + R') co9^-{R + B') sin| = 0, 
fi {R^R!) sin |+ {R-R) cos | = 0, 

the latter equation gives R = R\ and substituting this in the 
former, we get 
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Tr= 2B Tsin ^ - /x cos ^ j , 

/I being the coefficient of friction acttuiUy in operation. 

It may be remarked that in many cases the wedge is kept 
in its place by friction alone, — ^in such cases Tr= 0> and 

,\ sm ^ — /x cos ^ = ; i.e. fi = tan 5 » 

which gives the coefficient of friction actually required for 
the equilibrium of the wedge, 

116. Principle of Virtual Velocities, 

Def, If A be the point of application of a force P, and 
this point receive a small 
displacement so as to come 
to A\ the small space A A' 
is called the virtual velocity 
of the point A, and if A'a 
be drawn perpendicular to 
AP, the small space Aa is called the virtual velocity of the 
force Py and is regarded as positive or negative according as a 
lies on the side of A towards which P acts, or the opposite, — 
in other words, the virtual velocity or displacement of the 
point of application resolved in direction of the force is the 
virtiuil velocity or displacement of the force: — the direction of 
the force A'P in the new position being supposed to remain 
parallel to AP, or very nearly so. 

If A^Aa = a =s A'AP, we have Aa = AA\ cos a ; hence 
the virtual velocity of a force is equal to the virtual velocity 
of its point of application multiplied by the cosine of the 
angle, which the direction of the displacement of the point 
makes with the direction of the force. 
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The product of any force into its virtual velocity is called 
the virtual moment of the force. 

117. When a machine or system of bodies is in equi- 
librium under the action of several forces, if the point at 
which any one force is applied be aliglMy displaced without 
breaking the connexion of any of the parts of the system, the 
points at which the other forces are applied will, in general, 
also be displaced to an extent dependent upon the displace- 
ment x)f the first point ; and the following singular relation 
exists among the forces and their several displacements or 
virtual velocities, viz. The algebraic sum of eaxh force multi- 
plied by its virtual velocity is equal to zero, or, in other words, 
The algebraic sum of the virtual moments of a system of forces 
in equUibriv/m is zero. 

This is sometimes called the equalion of virtual velocities, 
or the principle of virtual velocities. 

Since the displacement of the several points would all 
take place in the sarne time, it is obvious that they would, if 
small, be in the ratio of the velocities of the several points; 
and further, since a system in equilibrium cannot move of 
itself, the displacements above supposed are hypothetical or 
virtual only, and such as would ensue upon the application of 
some additional force which is supposed to cease as soon as 
the displacement is effected, and the system to be in equi- 
librium and at rest in its new position. Hence the term 
virtual velocity. 

118. The proof of the principle of virtual velocities in 
its general form is of too difficult a character to be introduced 
into an elementary work. We will here shew that the principle 
holds true in the case of the lever, the wheel and axle, the 
'Several systems of pullies, the screw, and the inclined pUme; 
in other words, when a power and a weight balance each 
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other on any one of these machines, if the power be slightly 
displaced, the consequent displacement of the weight is such 
that P . displacement ofP=^W. displacement of TF, 

or P . virtual velocity of P= W . virtual velocity ofW.,. (1). 

In each of the following cases, the student will observe 
that if the displacement of P is in direction of P's action, 
that of TF will be in the direction opposite to TF's action; 
i. e. the virtual velocities of P and W are of contrary algebraic 
sign, so that, although for the sake of obtaining more conve- 
nient formulae we shall neglect the algebraic signs of the 
displacements and regard their actual magnitude alone, the 
equation (1) would algebraically be written 

P . Ps virtual velocity + W. W'b virtual velocity = 0. 

119. Case 1. When P and W balance each other on a 
bent lever. 

Let ACB be a bent lever whose fulcrum is C; CM, CN 
the perpendiculars from C on 
the lines of action of P and TT. 
Let the lever turn about G 
through a small angle A CA^ = a 
so as to come into the position 
A^CB/, then A A ^, BB^ are small 
circular arcs which may approxi- ^p^jp 
mately be regarded as straight 
lines, and the angles CAA^, 
CA^A, CBB^y CB,B as very nearly right angles. 

Hence if A a, Bp be drawn perpendicular to -4P, BW, 
then Aa, Bb will be the displacements or virtual velocities of 
P and W respectively, and we shall have AA^ a. AC, and 
\ Aa = AA^ . cos A^Aa = AA^. sin CAM 
^a.AC.f^mCAM^a.CM. 
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Similarly, 

Bb^BB^.Go^B^Bh-^BB,.miiCBN 
^a.CBsmCJBN'^a.CK 

Whence ^^CN^T^^^' ^^^ ' 
. and /. P.^a= W.Bb, 
or P. Pa virtual velocity = W. W'a virttial velocity, 

120. Case 11. The wheel and axle. 

Let the machine be turned about its axis through a small 
angle a, so that the line MON comes 
into the position mOw; then.JWm, Nn 
will riepresent the lengths of string 
which have unwrapped from the wheel 
and wrapped upon the axle respec- 
tively; Le. Mmy Nn will be equal to 
the corresponding displacements of P 

and W. 

MO.za 




. , Mm 

And -. 
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Nn N0.40L 

^ P' 
.;. P. P's virtual velocity = W. TT's virtual velocity, 

121. Cose III. Hie single moveable puUy 
when the strings are parallel. 

If the weight be raised through any space 
Sy it is clear that the parts of the string on the 
opposite sides of the puUy have to be shortened, 
each by a length s, in order that the string 
may become tight; i.e. P must move through 
a space 2«; 
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P's virtual velocity _ 2^ __ « __ W^. 

TV's virtual velocity "" « "" "" P ' 

.'. P. P's mrtual velocity == TT, TT's wVift^ velocity. 

122. Case IV. The single ^noveable puUy when the strings 
are not parcdlel 

Suppose the string fixed at B and to pass round a small 
peg at A, Let the centre of the pully ^ 
be raised from to 0, in a vertical 
direction, and let Q, Q^ be the points 
where the string quits the pully in the 
two positions; draw O^Q^^T perpen- 
dicular to -4 ^ and therefore parallel to 
OQ. The angle Q,0,Q,, is small and 
equal to QAQ^, and we may regard 
Q^Qu ^ v®ry nearly equal to the small 
arc of the pully intercepted by 0\ Q^ and 0^ Q^, ; therefore 
since jiQOC= zQ^^O.G,, we shall have QG=^ Q„Q,0^, and 
A Q^, ==AT very nearly. 

Hence it is clear that TQ will very nearly be the differ- 
ence of lengths of the strings AQC and AQfi/, and by the 
raising of the pully jBC is shortened just as much as ^(7; 
i.e. 2TQ is the length of string which passes over -4, — ^in 
other words, 00^ and ^TQ are the corresponding displace- 
ments of JFand P; 

^.^ P^s virtual velocity ^^TQ^^ smTOO 
W'q virtual velocity 00^ ' 

= 2cos^, 

if 20 be the angle between the strings, 

W 
and this is "* "p 5 
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/. P. P& virtual velocity = W, W'b virtual velocity. 

123. Case V. /n the system of putties described in (Art. 
104). 

If the puUy A^ to which W is fixed 
be raised through a space s, the next 
pully -4, will be raised through 2^; the 
next A^ through 2 . 2s, i.e 2% and so on — 
so that if n be the number of moveable 
pullies, P will move through 2*5 ; 

Ps virtual velocity _ 2*« ___ ^n ^ . 
ly's virtual velocity "" « "" P ' 

.*. P ,P^8 virtual velocity = W. W*h virtual 
velocity, 

124. Case VI. In the system of pullies described in (Art. 
106). 

If the weight be raised through a space ^ 
s, the pully A^ will be lowered through s ; 
-4j will be lowered through 2s in conse- 
quence of -4, being lowered through s, and 
through s besides in consequence of W 
being raised through s; L e. A^ "will be 
lowered through (2 + 1) » ; similarly A^ will 
be lowered through 2 (2 + 1) « + « ; i. e. 
through (2' + 2 + l)s.., and if there be n 
pullies P will be lowered through a space 

(gn-i + 2"-*+ ... + 1) s, or (2*- 1) s. 

Ps vi rtual velocit y ^ (2'*- 1)^ _ g* - 1 - — 
' TK's virtual velocity 8 P 

.'. P. P's virtual velocity = IT. TF's virtual velocity. 
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Note. In the last two cases the weight of the pullies has 
been neglected, — we leave it as an exercise for the student to 
prove that when the weiglit of tlie pullies is taken account of 
mrtval moment of P+ that of W+that 0/ each puUy = 0. 

125. Case VII. In the system of pullies described in 
(Art. 105). 

K the weight be raised through a space s, each of the 
strings at the lower block will be shortened by a length s, 
and consequently JP will have to move through ns in order 
that the string may become tight. Hence 

P's virtual velocity _ n» _ W 

W's virtual velocity s P ' 

.-. P . P's virtual velocity = W . Ws virtual velocity. 

Cor. In this system of pullies whilst a leogth s of string 
passes round the pully A, a length 23 will 
pass round the next pully B, Ss round the 
next pully C, is round D, and so on. 

If then the radii of the pullies A, B.C.. 
are in the ratio of consecutive numbers' 
1, 2, 3, ... the pullies will all revolve 
trough tlie same angle, since the area of 
circles subtending equal angles at the 
centre are proportional to the radii of the 
circles. 

Instead of supposing the pullies to be 
distinct and separate, we may suppose 
circular grooves cut in the upper block (in 
the figure) with radii in the proportion of 
the even numbers 2, 4, 6,... and in the 
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lower block grooves with radii in the proportion of the odd 
numbers 1, 3, 5,... and these grooves will answer the purpose 
of so many distinct puUies ; and every point of the circum- 
ference of each groove moving just as fast as the part of the 
string which is in contact with it, there will be no sliding or 
rubbing of the string over any groove. This is the principle 
of Whitens pully. 

126. Case VIII. The Screw (Fig. Art. 113). 

If the power P make a complete revolution, it is obvious 
that the weight TTwill be raised through a space equal to 
the distance of two threads measured parallel to the axis of 
the screw, and proportionately for any smaller displacement 
of P. Hence 

Ps virtual velocity __ circumference of circle described by P 
IK's virtual velocity distance between two threads 

/. P . P*s virtual velocity = W . TF's virtual velocity. 

127. Case IX. The inclined plane supposed smooth. 

Let the weight be displaced along 
the plane through a small space 0^ 
the direction of P remaining appre- 
ciably the same after as before the 
displacement, draw dp perpendicular 
to OP, and On horizontal; then Op 
and Ojn are the corresponding dis- 
placements of P and W, Hence 

P's virtual velocity _ Op _ QOiCOse _ cos e _ W 
W& virtual velocity ^ Oji OOisina sin a "" P * 
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/. P. P's virtual velocity = W . W'% virtual velocity. 

Note. The student will liave little difficulty in proving 
the equation of virtual velocities to hold good in the case of a 
rough inclined plane. 

128. Clowe X. Any combination of Machines. 

We have seen that the virtual moment of the power P 
applied to any machine is equal to the virtual moment of the 
weight or force which balances P in that machine. If now 
we have any combination of machines A, B^ C... the force 
which balances P on -4 may be regarded as a power applied 
to B, and the force which balances this on B may be regarded 
as a power applied to C, and so on ; and from what precedes 
we infer that the virtual moments of each of these forces are 
equal. If then P be the power applied to the first of a train 
of machines, and W be the weight or force which balances it 
on the last machine of the train, we shall have 

P . Ps virtual velocity = W . W's virtual velocity. 

Conversely, if this equation is satisfied in any combina- 
tion of machines, we readily infer that P and W balance 
each other. 

129. Mechanical advantage and efficiency. 

Def. The mechanical advantage of a simple machine is 
the number expressing the multiple which the wsijht or force 
produced is oi the power or force producing it, — in other words, 

. W 

it is the ratio -p ; for instance, in the case of the system of 

W 
puUies (Art. 104) the mechanical advantage = -5 = 2^ 

If for example there be four moveable puUies, then the 

10—2 
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mechanical advantage is 16, and a power equivalent to 8 lbs. 
would be able to raise a weight of 16 . 8 or 128 lbs. 

The advantage of a combination of machines will be equal 
to the product of the advantages of the several machines in 
the combination. 

130. In the several machines described in this chapter 
we have supposed the forces just to balance each other, so 
that no motion would ensue ; and we have also in most cases 
neglected the friction which will in practice exist among the 
parts of the machine. These suppositions, however, are not 
quite accurate when any mechanical agent is employed to 
produce a certain effect by means of a machine; as for instance, 
when the pressure of the air is employed by means of a wind- 
mill to grind com, or a horse draws a cart along a rough road 
horizontal or inclined, or a locomotive is propelled along a 
railroad by steam pressure. In all such cases it is obvious 
that the pressure applied at first to put the machine in motion 
must exceed the resistance to be overcome; and so long as 
this excess continues, the rate of working of the machine will 
be increasing: when this rate of working has become suffici- 
ently great, if we suppose the excess of the force over the 
resistance to cease, the machine will go on working uniformly, 
and the force or power applied will jiLst balance the resistance. 

131. The amount of work done by a machine is com- 
monly measured by the product of the pressure exerted at the 
work and the space through which it is exerted, no regard 
being had to the rate or speed at which the machine is 
working. 

Def. This is sometimes called the labouring force or work 
done or efficiency ^ — ^in other words, we may define the efficiency 
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of a force to be the product of the number of units of force ex- 
erted into the number of units of space through which it acts. 

Thus for illustration, if we take as the unit of efficiency or 
the dynamical unit, the work performed in raising 1 lb. verti- 
cally through 1 foot, then the efficiency required to raise a ton 
through 1 yard would be = 6720. 

The standard of efficiency or work done assumed by Watt 
and adopted generally by engineers is 33000 lbs. raised 
through 1 foot per minute^ — the agent working steadily. This 
is called a horse-power, and the efficiency of steam-engines and 
other machines is commonly expressed in terms of this unit. 
Thus if a machine of H horse-power can raise P lbs. through 
f feet in t minutes, we shall have these quantities connected 
by the relation of ^ = 33000 II. t. 

132. We have seen in the case of the simple machines, 
or any combination of them, that if the system be put in 
motion, then 

P . P*s displacement = W . TT's displacement. 

This result shews us that however the application of a force 
be modified or rendered more useful by the intervention of a 
machine, yet no efficiency is gained thereby; and further, the 
same result put in the form 

P's velocity _^ W 
TT's velocity "" P" ' 

shews that in whatever proportion the intensity of a force be 
increased by means of a machine, yet the space through which 
the increased force will operate will be diminished in the in- 
verse proportion as compared with the space through which 
the force applied must operate. Thus for the sake of illustra- 
tion, suppose a weight of 500 lbs. is supported on a machine 
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by a power equivalent to 10 lbs.,tlien in order that the weight 
might be raised through mie inch it would be requisite for the 
power to move through a space of 50 inches in the same time. 

. This diminution of velocity in the inverse proportion of the 
increase of force is the foundation of the common phrase, ap- 
plied to machines, that what is gained in power is lost in 
velocity; and we may regard it as another form of stating the 
principle of virtual velocities in this particular case, or the 
same as asserting that no efficiency is gained by the intervention 
of a machine. 

133. Before closii^ this chapter we will briefly allude 
to the principle of the differential axle and Hwnters Screw. 

On the wheel and axle we have seen that (Art. 100) 



radius of axle 



or W = P 



radius of wheel 



IF radius of wheel' radius of axle ' 

from which it would appear that by sufficiently diminishing 
the radivs of the axle a given power P might be made to raise 
a weight W of any magnitude we please. Practically how- 
ever there is a limit to the thickness of the axle; for if it be 
made too small, the material of which it is made will not bear 
the strain upon it, and it will break. 
This imperfection is obviated in the 
differential axle, the mode of action of j-a^ 
which will be sufficiently clear from _j | 
the figure, — the string from which W V. \ 
is suspended by a pully passing round 
the two axles B, C in opposite direc- 
tions: if The the tension of thisstring, 
a, h, c the radii of A, B, C respec- 
tively, we shall have for equilibrium 
27"= W, 




hunter's screw. 
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and the mechanical advantage = p 



W 2a 



h-c' 



which may be increased to any extent by making the axles 
B and G as nearly equal as we please without unduly re- 
ducing the strength of the axle. 

134j. Again, in the case of the screw, it is obvious from 
the expression 

W ^ circumference of circle described by P 



distance of two threads 



(Art. 113), 



that by diminishing the distance between two threads 

sufficiently, we might obtain any mechanical advantage we 

please; but the distance between the threads must not be less 

than the thickness of the threads, otherwise the companion 

screws could not work together; and further, if the thickness 

of the threads be unduly diminished, they will not be able to 

bear the strain upon them. This 

difficulty is obviated in Hunter's 

Screw, in which a screw A works 

within another screw B\ thus if c be 

the radius of the circle described 

by P, — J, a the distance between 

two threads in the screws P, A re* 

spectively, — then whilst P makes 

one revolution, W will descend 

through J, in consequence of the 

screw B descending through 6, but it will also rise through 
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a in consequence of the screw A making one turn within 
B\ i.e. W will descend through 6 — a. 

Whence P . P's displdcement = W. TT's displacement gives 

P.27rc=Tf .(6-a), 

, W 27rc 

and by making 6 as nearly equal to a as we please, the me- 
chanical ddvantage may be increased to any extent without 
unduly weakening the threads of the screws. 

135. It has been stated in Art. 117 that the algebraic sum 
of the virtual moments of a system of forces in equilibrium is 
zero: — a result which is known as the principle of virtual 
velocities. The following is a simple proof of this principle 
for a system of forces acting in one plane on a body, — for 
which I am indebted to Mr Besant. 

Lemma. Any smaU displacement of a rigid body in one 
plane can be effected by a rotation about some one point in the 
plane. 

Let ABCD be a rigid 
body in one plane, which 
by a small displacement in 
its plane comes into the posi- -p 
tion A'B G'U\—Pp, Qq the 
directions of displacement of 
any two points P, Q of the 
body. Draw lines PO, QO 
at right angles to Pp^ Qq 
respectively. Then it is easily 
seen that P could be displaced in direction Pp only by a 
rotation about some point in PO, — and Q in direction 
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Qq by rotation about some point in QO: and if the small 
motions of two points — (as P, Q) — of the body are known, 
the corresponding motion of any other point of the body is 
determined, and will arise from a rotation of the body about 
the point 0, where the lines PO, QO intersect. 

This point may be called the instantaneous centime of 
rotation of the body. 

Vtoo{ o{ the principle of virtual velocities for a system of 
forces in one plane. 

Let be the instantaneous 
centre of rotation of the body, 
P the point of application of 
any force F of the system of 
forces ; OP' the displaced 
position of OP: l POP ^6. 

Draw P'w, OY perpendi- 
culars on the line of action of 
F. Then by similar triangles 

PniPF:: OY : OP and PP = ^ . OP, 

.\Pn = e. OY; 
.-. X{F.Pn)^0.t{F.OY)^O ..(a) 

since the system of forces being in equilibrium, the sum 
of the moments of the forces about any point is zero. The 
result (2) proves the proposition. 
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1. A MATERIAL particle has been defined to be a portion 
of matter indefinitely small in all its dimensions. It has there- 
fore no determinate form or volume, — ^but it has mass, it may 
be subject to the action of force, and may exert pressure on. 
other particles. This conception of a particle is of course 
conventional, — a result of arbitrary definition, — so that calcu- 
lations respecting such a body cannot be at once practically 
applied, since no bodies of which we have any experience 
correspond to this idea. But a particle having no parts, its 
motion is one and indivisible, and is therefore of a simpler 
kind than that of a body of finite size, diflferent points of 
which might move differently. Hence we are led to con- 
sider the motion of a particle preparatory to that of bodies of 
finite size, and which have a real existence. The motion of 
such bodies can be reduced to a dependence on that of par- 
ticles, by the application of suitable principles, but in the 
present treatise we do not propose to consider the motion of 
anything but particles or bodies regarded as particles; for 
example, a ball or a body of any kind, whenever it may occur 
in the following pages, will be considered, so far as its motion 
is concerned, as a particle coincident in position with the 
centre of gravity of the ball or body. 
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2. When the position of a particle relative to certain 
fixed points is being altered, it is said to be in motion, — and 
its path is the line (straight or curved) along which it moves. 
The tangent to the path at any point is the direction of the 
particle's motion at that point. 

Def, Velocity is the term employed to express the degree 
(rf swiftness or speed with which a body is moving, and this 
velocity is said to be uniform when equal lengths of path are 
passed over in equal intervals of time, however large or small 
the intervals be taken; when this is not the case, the velocity 
is variable. 

When the velocity of a body is uniform, it is measured by 
the space passed over in a unit of time, — and is the same at 
every instant whilst the motion continues uniform. 

When the velocity is not uniform^ it is measured at any 
instant by the space which the body would describe in a 
unit of time, if the body retained during that unit the same 
velocity which it has at the instant when it is under con- 
sideration. 

3. An illustration may serve to make this mode of mea- 
suring variable velocity cleai'er. The speed of a railway-train 
is in general continually varying, and considering its motion at 
any instant we should say that it ;was travelling at so many 
(say 30) miles an hour, without much risk of being misunder- 
stood; we should mean, not that it had travelled 30 miles 
during the last hour, nor that it would travel 30 miles during 
the next hour, hut that if it were to travel for an hour with 
the speed it possesses at the instant considered, it would pass 
over exactly 30 miles. 

In fact, the velocity of a body at any given instant must 
be regarded as a quality which it then possesses without any 
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reference to its anterior or subsequent state, and without any 
reference to causes which may have produced or may alter 
the velocity. 

This velocity may and will be influenced /rom time to time 
by different agents, but the velocity at any instant we regard 
as a quality which the body then possesses in the same sense 
that it possesses mass and position. 

When then we represent the velocity of a body by a 
symbol, as v, we mean (certain units of time and of length 
being understood) that if the velocity continued of the same 
intensity for a unit of time, the body would in that unit of 
time pass over v units of length. 

And the magnitude of this numerical representative of the 
velocity (v) will depend upon the magnitudes of the units of 
time and space, and will vary with them, viz. directly as the 
unit of time, and inversely as the unit of space. 

Thus a velocity of 360 feet per minute is equivalent to 
120 yards per minute, or to 6 feet per second, or to 2 yards 
per second. 

Or more genei^aUy — If v, v' be the numerical values of any 
the same velocity referred to units of time and space t, o- : t', o"' 
respectively, then v, v' are connected by the relation 

V =—, .V. 

•<7 . T 

4. Formula for uniform motion. 

Let 8 be the space described in time f by a body moving 
with uniform velocity v, then since in each successive unit of 
time the body passes over v units of length, we shall have 
vt for the whole space passed over in t units of time, i.e. 
8 = v , t, — a formula which holds true whether the integral or 
fractional. 



MEASURE OF ACCELERATION. 157 

5. We proceed next to explain how change of velocity is 
measured. 

When the velocity of a body is continually increasing in 
such a way that it receives equal increments of velocity in 
equal successive intervals of time, however large or small 
these intervals may be, the body is said to be uniformly 
accelerated, or the acceleration is said to be uniform. 

When the velocity changes in any other way, the accele- 
ration is variable. 



Measure of acceleration. 

When the acceleration is uniform, it is measured by the 
quantity by which the velocity is increased in a unit of time, 
and is the same at all times duriDg the motion. When the 
acceleration is variable, it is measured at any instant by what 
would be the increase of velocity in a unit of time, supposing 
the rate of increase of velocity to be uniform for that unit, 
and of the same intensity as at the instant considered. 

6. When then we express the acceleration of a body by 
a symbol yi we mean (certain units of time and space being 
understood) that if the rate of increase of velocity continued 
of the same intensity for a unit of time, the velocity would be 
increased by /at the end of that unit. 

A second is frequently taken as the unit of time, and a 
foot of length, but as before in Art. (3), any other units might 
be chosen instead, and the numerical value of / for given 
units of time and length being given, its numerical value for 
any other assigned units of time and length may be found. 

Thus, let/ feet be the velocity generated in one second, 
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the acceleration being uniform, then 60 /will be the velocity 
generated in 60 seconds, i.e. in one minute. 

This means that the body at the end of one minute would 
have acquired a velocity of 60/ per second. 

Remembering then that when we use a minute as the 
unit of time we must measure velocities by the spaces which 
would be described in one minute, the velocity acquired would 
be 60 . 60 ./per minute. Hence/ feet being the measure of 
the acceleration when one second is the unit of time, 60' ./ 
will be the measure of acceleration when a minute is the unit 
of time. 

Thus if the unit of time be altered, the numerical value of 
the acceleration will vary as the square of the unit of time, 
and besides — as in the case of velocity. Art. (3)— if the unit of 
space be altered, the numerical value of / will vary inversely 
as the unit of length. 

These considerations may be expressed in general terms 
as follows, — " If/,/' be the numerical values of any the same 
acceleration referred to units of time and space t, a : t, a' 
respectively, then//' are connected by the relation 

Obs, Retardation may in all cases be regarded as a nega- 
tive acceleration. 

7. The term force has been applied to any cause which 
tends to move a body or to alter the state of its existing 
motion. This conception of it renders it unnecessary to con- 
sider the manner in which force is produced, whether it be 
by the agency of living bodies, or the pressure of inanimate 
substances, or by the intrinsic attraction of matter. We shall 



MASS. 159 

regard force simply with reference to its efifects, viz. the pro- 
duction of motion in material bodies; and this points directly 
to the two particulars to which the student is requested to 
give his attention in estimating the effects of force, — ^the 
matter or mass moved, and the velocity and change of velocity 
produced. 

8. We here introduce a new quality, viz. that of mass, 
which is perhaps not familiar to the student. But experience 
teaches us that equal efforts are not required to produce the 
same motion in different bodies. It will probably be admitted 
without hesitation that equal volumes of the same substance 
would acquire equal velocities by the application to them of 
equal forces for the same time ; but this, would not be the 
case with equal volumes of different substances. In fact it 
will frequently happen that when equal forces are applied 
for the same time to bodies of different substance and of 
unequal volume, the velocity acquired by the body of greater 
volume will be greater than that of the other, and vice versd; 
so that the consideration of volume is not sufficient for the 
comparison of bodies under this aspect, and it is necessary to 
introduce a new idea, viz. that of mass or massiveness, and 
this must be regarded as a quality of matter sui generis, as 
much so as its weight, form, volume, &c. 

9. We give no definition of this new species of quantity, 
which is a fundamental one in Dynamical science ; for such 
definitions as might be given would be as illusory as those 
which might be given of time, space, and many other species 
of magnitudes. 

But it is necessary clearly to define equality between 
quantities of this new species, so that in estimating the mass 
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of a body it may be referred to the like quality of some other 
body taken as a standard. 

We give then the following definition of eqiuil masses : 

Def, " The masses of two particles are said to be eqiuil 
when two equal forces acting on them similarly for the same 
time generate in them equal velocities." 

The notion of equality of mass of two bodies will readily 
lead to that of bodies whose masses have any assigned ratio. 
Thus if the masses of two bodies A and B are said to be in 
the ratio m : n, it is meant that A and B might be divided, 
the former into m equal parts and the latter into n equal 
parts, any two of which parts are of equal mass and satisfy 
the above definition. 

Def. The mass of a unit of volume of any substance is 
called its density, — so that if m be the mass of a body whose 
volume is V and density p, we have m== Vp. 

10. If the notion of mass is not familiar to the student, 
he will perhaps consider the account of it given above in Arts. 
(8, 9) vague and unsatisfactory. The same vagueness attaches 
to any species of quantity or quality till the conception of it 
is impressed on the mind by continued experience, and this 
holds more especially with such qualities as are not obvious 
to the senses. For example, /orm and volume being qualities 
obvious to the eye, the conception of form and volume is 
much more readily acquired than that of hardness, which 
requires further experience to familiarize the conception of it. 
So the conception of the mxiss or mussiveness of matter, not 
being obvious to the sight or touch, requires further experi- 
ence before it becomes familiar to the mind. 

We may regard the mussiveness of matter as that quality 
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which enables it to act upon other matter isolated from 
itself: for instance, in the case of bodies at the earth's sur- 
face it is that quality which subjects them to the influence 
of the earth's attraction and causes in them the quality which 
we call weight 

11. The unit of mass may be assumed at our conveni- 
ence ; thus we might take the mass of a cubic inch of lead 
for our unit if it be convenient to do so under any particular 
circumstances. 

And when we express the mass of a body by a symbol m 
we mean that the body has m times the mass of that body 
whose mass we have taken for our unit of reference. See 
Art. (44). 

12. Momentum, 

Def, If m and v be the numerical measures of the mass 
and velocity of a body, the product mv is called the momen- 
tum of the body. 

The momentum of a particle must be viewed as a quality 
8ui generiSf and is to be compared only with the same quality 
of other particles, and apart from any external agency which 
may have been instrumental in producing it. 

Obs, The velocity considered in Arts. (2, 3) is sometimes 
called absolute velocity, having been defined and measured 
with reference to points fixed in space : and this is distin- 
guished from relative velocity, which is the term applied to the 
same quality defined and measured with reference to points 
which maintain an invariable position with regard to one 
another, but which are not necessarily fixed in space. 

A similar remark applies to absolute and relative accele- 
ration, and to absoliUe and relative momentum. 

4 

P. M, 11 
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13. Supposing then a particle's geometrical and dyna- 
mical state to be defined at any instant by a knowledge of 
its mass, position, velocity, acceleration and direction of 
motion, we proceed to examine and measure the forces to 
which it is subjected. 

It is often convenient to consider the transfer of a body 
from one position to another without introducing any con- 
sideration of the mass of the body, i. e. to treat of the velocity 
and acceleration exclusively of the mass. 

Def. When we regard a force under this aspect, with 
reference that is to the acceleration it can produce, or its 
power of accelerating a given body, we speak of it as an 
"accelerating force," and we measure the accelerating force 
simply by the acceleration of the body, i.e. by the velocity 
which it can generate in the body in a unit of time, if 
uniform ; or if variable, by the velocity which it would gene- 
rate in a unit of time, if it acted for a unit of time with the 
same intensity as at the instant considered. 

14. Ohs. The term acceleration or power of acceleration 
would better express that particular eflfect of a force which is 
here considered, but the term accelerating force has been long 
ganctioned by usage, and the student is here cautioned that 
the term is used in the above sense. For example, the phrase 
*' A body subject to an accelerating force ^ &c." must be un- 
derstood to mean "A body subject to a force which can pro- 
duce an acceleration /in that body, &c." 

Thus when we say the accelerating force on a body is j^ 
or a body is subject to an accelerating force/, we mean that 
f is the acceleration of the body at the instant considered, 
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or, that velocity is being generated in the body at that 
instant at the rate of / units of space per unit of time. 

15. Bef, A force considered as communicating motion 
to matter, i.e. regarding both the amount of m^ass moved and 
the amount of motion which it can communicate to it, is 
called a Tnoving force; and it is measured by the momentum- 
which it can generate in a unit of time, the intensity of the 
force remaining constant for that time. 

Thus, if F be the symbol which represents a moving 
force, and /represents the accelerating force of i^ on a mass 
m, i.e. if / represent the velocity which F can generate 
in m by acting uniformly upon it for a unit of time, we 
have F=^mf, 

Hence we see that a moving force is expressed by the 
product of the number of units of mass in the body, and the 
number of units of acceleration which it can produce in the 
body. 

Ohs, This is sometimes given as the definition of moving 
force, i.e. moving force has sometimes been defined to be 
the product of the mass into the accelerating force. 

16. The definitions above given of mass, momentum, 
accelerating force, moving force, must be looked upon as 
arbitrary ; but we accept .them as convenient terms to employ 
in expressing the laws of the action of force upon matter and 
in deducing from them their legitimate consequences. For a 
knowledge of these laws we must have recourse to experi- 
ment, for we can have no a priori knowledge of the constitu- 
tion of matter, or of the principles which regulate and modify 
its dynamical state or condition. 

11—2 



164 INTRODUCTION. 

17. Impulsive Force. 

The effect of a force to which our attention is to be 
directed is the motion produced in a given mass ; and this 
efifect we regard as produced gradually in all cases. In other 
words, we consider that some time is necessary during which 
a force produces its effect. This time may be finite and 
appreciable, as when a body is pulled along a plane, or when 
a body falls to the earth under the action of gravity, or when 
a railway-train gets up its speed from a state of rest by the 
action of steam-pressure. But cases frequently occur in which 
the time required for the effect of a force to manifest itself 
is very srniall and, so to speak, inappreciable; as for example^ 
when a body is put in motion by a blow, almost instanta- 
neously. 

When a force requires a finite and appreciable time in 
order to produce an appreciable motion, it is not unfre- 
quently called a finite force, as in the cases first mentioned. 
But when motion is produced by a blow or impulse, as in 
the latter case, in an indefinitely small time, the force is 
generally called impulsive; but still we regard the effect as 
produced by the action of a force operating for a very short 
time. 

In such cases the impulsive forcey or the f(yrce of the 
blow, is measured by the momentum generated in the body 
by the impulse. 

18. To illustrate this, we may suppose a ball B at rest 
to be suddenly put in motion by a ball A striking it. The 
balls will be in contact for a short time (t suppose), and 
during this interval A will press B with a force varying in 
intensity from the beginning to the end of the interval t. 
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The moving force which acts on B will thus be varying, but 
we may practically consider it to have a mean intensity and 
to remain uniform during the time of contact. If we call 
this moving force F, and / the acceleration which jP can 
produce in the ball B (the mass of which we will call wi), 
and V the velocity acquired by B at the end of the time r, we 
shall have, Arts. (6, 15), 

v=/t, and F==mf, 

consequently Ft = mfr = mv. 

Now V the velocity acquired by B is finite, and therefore 
the momentum mv is finite, so that although t is in general 
80 small a/, to be inappreciable, yet F is so large a^ to render 
the product Ft finite, and we take this finite product to he 
the measure of the impulsive force, — ^in other words, if P be 
an impulsive force which produces a velocity i; in a mass m^ 
then P = mv. 

19. Before stating the laws of motion, we proceed to 
give some explanation of the geometrical representation of 
the position and motion of a particle; and for the sake of sim- 
plicity we will in the following Articles (19 — 24) suppose the 
motion to take place in one plane (that of the paper suppose). 

If two lines Ox, Oy be drawn in 
the plane of motion inclined at any 
given angle, the position of any point 
P may be simply defined with refer- 
ence to these lines (as fixed lines . 
of reference), by drawing two lines 
through P, one of them PN parallel 
to Oxy the other PM. parallel to Oy : if the distances OM^ 
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ON corresponding to any point are known, the position of 
the point is easily determined ; for we have simply to draw 
lines through the points M, N parallel respectively to Oy 
and Ox, and the point in which these lines intersect is the 
geometrical position of P. 

The point J!f is called the projection of the point P on the 
line Ox, or the position of P referred to the line Ox, and simi- 
larly N is the projection of P on the line Oy, or the position 
of P referred to the line Oy. 

Note. The above mode of representing the position of a 
point will be familiar to the student who is acquainted with 
co-ordinate geometry as the method of co-ordinates, OM and 
ON being the co-o^^dinates of P measured along Ox and Oy. 

20. Resolution and composition of velocities. 

Further, if a particle be moving 
with uniform velocity in a given di- 
rection (as PQB), so that P, Q, R are 
the positions of the particle at given 
instants, and if we regard those points 
P, Q, -B as determined by their pro- 
jections on two fixed lines Ox, Oy, then will p, q, r be the 
projections of P, Q, R on Ox, and we readily see by simple 
geometry that the ratio of pq : pr is the same as that of 
PQ : PR, whatever be the intervals of time in which the 
lengths PQ, PR are described by the particle. That is, if 
the particle move uniformly, its projection on a given line Ox 
will also move uniformly, — not with the same velocity as the 
particle, but with a velocity which bears to that of the parti- 
cle a ratib dependent only on the inclination of the direction 
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of motion of the particle to the two lines of reference Ox^ Oi/, 
The same is obviously true of the projection of the particle 
upon the other line of reference Oy. 

The velocity of the projection of P along Ox is called the 
velocity ofP resolved along Ox, or the velocity ofP referred to 
Ox ; and similarly with respect to the velocity referred to Oy. 

21. Now since we regard the velocity of a particle at 
a given instant as a quality which the particle then possesses, 
without any reference to the time during which it retains that 
velocity, or the space through which it moves in consequence 
of it, and also without reference to any causes which may 

subsequently modify it, — ^we may represent ^ Q 

the velocity of a particle P by a line PQ 
drawn in the direction of motion, and pro- 
portional to the velocity in magnitude; -f" ^ 
and if a parallelogram be constructed, of which PQ is the 
diagonal, and the sides of which (viz. PB, PS) are in the 
direction of known lines of reference, the sides PP, PS will 
represent the velocity of P resolved along those lines of refer- 
ence severally. 

Theorem. In other words, we have this theorem : " If a 
straight line PQ which represents the velocity of a particle 
be made the diagonal of a parallelogram PQBS, whose adja- 
cent sides PP, PS are in assigned directions, the resolved 
velocities in the direction of the sides will be represented by 
those sides respectively.'* 

And conversely, 

" If the resolved velocities of a particle in two given direc- 
tions be represented by two lines PR, PS drawn from a point 
P, the actual velocity of the particle will be represented ia 
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magnitude and direction by the diagonal of the parallelogram 
constructed on those two lines as adjacent sides." 

22. In the preceding Article we have represented veto- 
cities as to magnitude and direction by lines, and in a similar 
manner we may represent accelerations by lineSy — and we 
may regard an acceleration as resolved in given directions in 
the same way as we supposed a velocity to be resolved in 
given directions ; and with this understanding we shall have 
the following theorems respecting acceleration analogous to 
the preceding ones respecting velocity, viz. 

Theorem. " If a line AB, which 
represents the acceleration of a par- 
ticle, be made the diagonal of a paral- 
lelogram A CDB, whose adjacent 
sides AC^ AB are in assigned direc- 
tions, the resolved accelerations in 
the directions of the sides will be represented by those sides 
respectively.*' 

And conversely, 

" If the resolved accelerations of a particle in two given 
directions be represented by two lines A C, AB drawn from a 
point A, the actual acceleration of the particle will be repre- 
sented in magnitude and direction by the diagonal of the 
parallelogram constructed on those two lines as adjacent 
fiides.** 

23. The theorems of the two preceding Articles may 
be called the Parallelogram of Velocities, and the Parallel- 
ogram of Accelerations, They are analogous to the Parol- 
Jelogram of Forces in Statics, and admit of the same exten* 
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sion as the latter theorem^ so far as composition and resolution 
are concerned ; but the student must bear in mind that these 
two theorems respecting velocity and acceleration form part of 
a purely conventional mode of representing geometrically the 
position and motion of a particle; and he must be careful not 
to confound the meaning of lines which in one problem may 
be employed to represent velocity, with the meaning of other 
lines, which in the same or other problems may be taken to 

represent acceleration, and vice versd, 

« 

24. The results of the parallelo- I 

gram of velocities may be stated as 
follows, with algebraic symbols — ^re- 
sults which may easily be obtained 
by trigonometry. A velocity V, in a 
direction inclined at angles a, fi to 
the lines Ox, Oy, is equivalent to the 

velocities 

sin)8 , ^^ sma 




F-v 



sin (a H- /3) 



and F— 



sin(a+/3)' 



resolved in the direction of Ox and Oy respectively. 

And conversely, if these component velocities in direction 
of Ox, Oy be represented by X and F, the actual velocity Y 
and its direction will be determined from the equations 



X^V-. 



sin/8 



8in(a + /8)* 



T^V-. 



sma 



sin(a + /8)' 



which give F» = Z"+ F« + 2Xr cos (a + ^8)' 

. rsin(g + ff) 

which two equations determine the magnitude and direction 
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of the actual velocity, — the angle (a + /8) between the fixed 
lines Oxy Oy being a known angle. 

The same formulae, substituting acceleration for velocity, 
wiU hold good for the resolution and composition of accelera- 
tion. 

25. The advantage of the mode of geometrical repre- 
sentation explained in Articles (19 — 24) will become obvious 
to the student when he has become acquainted with the laws 
of motion, and the application of them to determine the 
position and motion of a particle when acted on by known 
forces. 

Ohs. We have supposed, as was before mentioned (19), 
that the motion is entirely in one plane; when this is not the 
case, the method must be extended by taking three lines of 
reference in space analogous to the method of co-ordinates in 
geometry of three dimensions ; but in the present treatise we 
shall have occasion to consider but few cases of motion which 
may not be regarded as taking place in one plane. 

26. Having explained the mode of representing the 
motion of a particle geometrically, we proceed to enunciate 
and illustrate certain principles deduced from observation 
and experiment which are commonly called laws of motion, 
and according to which the motions of a body considered as 
a particle are calculated. 

FIRST LAW OF MOTION. 

27. A particle if at rest will continue at rest, and if in 
moti(m mil move in a straight line with wniform velocity, unless 
it is acted on by an extraneous force. 
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This law is sometimes referred to as the law of Inertia or 
the principle of Inertia. It expresses the fact that a particle 
of matter has no power within itself of altering or influencing 
its own state of rest or motion. 

Of this principle no direct proof can be given, but it may 
be rendered probable by such experiments as the following. 
If a ball be projected along a smooth pavement it will con- 
tinue in motion for a considerable time, and its path will be 
more nearly a straight line the smoother the pavement is ; 
but the friction will gradually reduce it to rest : if it be pro- 
jected along a sheet of ice, it will continue longer in motion, 
and will move more uniformly. Such experiments may suggest 
the inference that if all extraneous force could be removed, 
the ball would go on for ever with uniform velocity. 

28. Having established the principle that a particle can- 
not put itself in motion, nor alter in any maniier the nature 
of its own motion when it is in motion, we next require some 
principle which will enable us to calculate the effects of 
forces on a particle in motion. The experiments and re- 
searches of philosophers have led to the following, which 
may be called 



THE SECOND LAW OF MOTION. 

29. When a particle is in motion under the action of a/ny 
force, the acceleration of the particle estimated in any assigned 
direction is wholly due to the force resolved in that direction, — 
and is the same in intensity as if that resolved force alone 
acted on the particle at rest. 
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Thus for example, if the particle P be moving with any 
velocity v in the direction P V, and 
if X, Yhe the forces acting upon 
P at that instant resolved in direc- 
tions parallel to two fixed lines Ox, 
Or/, — this second law asserts that 
(at the instant under consideration) 
the accelerations of P estimated in 

directions parallel to Ox and Oy are the same as would arise 
from the separate and independent action of X, T upon P at 
rest, in direction of Ox and Oy, 

By the acceleration due to a force is meant of course the 
acceleration which that force is capable of producing in the 
particle. And if several forces act simultaneously on the par- 
ticle, the force mentioned in the enunciation of the second law 
must be taken to mean the resultant of the several forces 
which act upon the particle : this resultant being determined 
in the same way as the resultant of statical forces is de- 
termined. 

The enunciation of this second law further implies the fact, 
that the accelerating power of a given force upon a particle (or 
what we have before called the accelerating force) estimated 
in the direction of its action, is of the same intensity what- 
ever be the dynamical state of the particle, ie. whatever be 
the velocity and direction of the particle's motion, — or, the 
same as it would be if the particle were fen* an instant at rest. 

30. The principle stated in the second law of motion will 
be sufficient (theoretically speaking) when the accelerating 
forces acting upon a particle are given, to enable us to deter- 
mine the motion of the particle, i.e. to determine its position and 
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velocity at any time; for we should only have to calculate its 
position and velocity referred to two fixed lines as Ox and Oy 
(Art. 19, &c.) (or referred to three lines fixed in space if the 
motion be not in one plane), and when its motion referred to 
these lines is known, its (wtual position and velocity are 
known. 

It will however frequently be the case in nature that the 
forces on a particle will vary with the position of the particle, 
and thus its motion will indirectly affect the forces which act 
upon it. To determine the motion of a particle generally will 
require the processes of the Integral Calculus^ but in the pre- 
sent trfeatise we do not propose to consider any motions which 
require for their calculation anything beyond ordinary alge- 
bra ; such for example as arise from the action of uniform 
forces or from impulsive action, or these combined. 

31. Illustrations of the second law of motion. 

Experiments such as the following may be mentioned as 
illustrating and confirming the second law of motion. 

If a ship be moving uniformly, a ball when thrown with 
the same force will go to equal distances from the ship, 
whether it be thrown towards the bow or the stem, or at 
right angles to the direction in which the ship is moving. A 
ball let drop from the top of the mast will strike the deck at 
the foot of the mast, and will fall in the same time, whether 
the ship be at anchor or moving uniformly. A ball let drop 
from the top of a railway-carriage in uniform motion, will 
strike the floor of the carriage at the point directly beneath 
the point from which it started. A pendulum will vibrate in 
the same time from east to west, as from north to south, or 
in any other direction ; thus shewing that whilst it is carried 
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Tiniformly in one definite direction by the earth's rotation, its 
motion relatively to bodies on the earth's surface which have 
the same motion as the pendulum arising from the earth's 
rotation, is uninfluenced by the motion thence arising. 

32. Experiments such as these, of course, do not prove 
the law. Strictly speaking it could only be proved by shew- 
ing it to be true for every individual case that can occur, 
which is manifestly impracticable. But when the results of 
numerous and intricate calculations based upon it are invari- 
ably found to agree with observation, we arrive at a moral 
conviction of its truth. And the principle itself having been 
obtained by induction from a considerable number of facts and 
observations, we employ it with confidence in deducing other 
consequences from it. 

33. The mode of obtaining the magnitude of the accele- 
ration which a given force is capable of producing in a given 
particle will be explained presently (see third law of motion); 
and assuming the principle which has been stated in the second 
law of motion, and illustrated in the preceding articles, we 
shall know how to obtain the magnitude of the acceleration 
of the particle, estimated in any proposed direction^ when we 
know the forces which are acting upon it. Now the effect of 
an acceleration on a particle is to create or modify velocity 
in the particle, and we may regard the velocity with which 
a particle is at any instant animated, as the accumulation 
of the effects of the accelerating forces which have acted 
upon it during the successive portions of the interval of time 
during which it has been in motion. This consideration will 
readily lead us to the following conclusion as a necessary 
consequence of the second law of motion stated in Article 29, 
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viz. the velocity of a particle estimated in a given direction 
is wholly due to the acceleration which has operated on it in 
that direction. 

34. In order to obtain actually the velocity acquired by 
a particle by the action of given forces, we shall in general 
require (as before remarked) the integral calculus: but we 
will here give the solution of a particular problem of frequent 
occurrence, which can be readily inferred from the second law 
of motion. 

35. If there he simultaneously impressed on a particle 
two velocities which would separately he represented by the 
lines AB, AC, the actual velocity will he represented hy the 
line AD, which is the diagonal of the 

parallelogram of which AB, AC are 
adjacent sides. 

Let the motion of the particle be 
referred to the directions AB, AC, 
then we may suppose the particle at 
rest at A to receive simultaneously 
two blows in directions AB, A G respectively, which would 
(if they operated independently of each other) generate velo- 
cities represented hy AB, A G, Complete the parallelogram 
ABDG, Then since the instant after the blows are commu- 
nicated to the particle it is subject to no force, it must move 
with uniform velocity in some straight line (by first law of 
motion), and this straight line must be such that the velocity 
along it when referred to the lines AB, A G will be repre- 
sented by the lines AB, AG (by the second law). The 
resultant velocity then must be represented by AD the 
diagonal of the parallelogram ABDG. 
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36. In the problem of the previous article instead of 
supposing two blows to be given to the particle simultane- 
ously, we may suppose one blow given to the particle already 
in motion; for example, if the particle be moving in direc- 
tion AG with a velocity represented by ACy and at the 
instant the particle is at A let a blow be given to it in 
direction AB, capable of producing on the particle at rest a 
velocity represented by AB: the actual velocity as regards 
direction and magnitude (by the same reasoning as the above) 
will be represented by AD. 

Hence it appears that velocities (regarded as the effects 
of impulses) may be compounded in the same way that 
statical forces are compounded by the polygon of forceSy and 
the same theorem mutatis mutandis will hold good for velo- 
cities as for statical forces. 

37. The theorem stated and proved in Article (35), may 
for convenience be referred to as the dynamical parallelogram 
of velocities; — it is a consequence of the second law of motion, 
and exhibits the application of that law to find the effect of 
one or more impulsive forces — those effects being expressed 
in accordance with the geometrical mode of defining and 
estimating motion previously explained (Art. 19 — 25). The 
student will be careful to distinguish it from the geometrical 
parallelogram of velocities explained in Art. (20), which is 
simply a geometrical convention. 

In a similar manner from observing the analogy between 
the statical parallelogram of force and the second law of 
motion, we may regard the second law as the dynamical 
parallelogram of accelerations; carefully distinguishing it 
from the geometrical parallelogram of accelerations stated in 
Art. (22). 
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88. We may, if we please, regard any velocity with which 
a particle is animated as remaining permanently impressed 
upon it, and when force acts on the body, the velocity arising 
from the action of that force may be regarded as superadded 
(so to speak) to the existing velocity — so that the actual 
velocity of the particle at any time in a given direction will 
be the algebraic sum of the velocities which have been im- 
pressed upon it in that direction. 

4 
to 

39. The following experimental illustration may be given 
of th^ dynamical parallelogram of velocities. 




Let AB represent the deck of a ship which is moving 
uniformly parallel to itself from left to right, and let a body 
on the deck have a velocity communicated to it, which if the 
ship were at rest would make it move uniformly from C toD 
along the line CD in the same time that the ship moves 
from AB to the position A'B. 

It is found by experience that the body moves on the deck 
relatively to it in exactly the same way as if the ship were at 
rest, i.e. (drawing the parallelograms as in the figure) if in any 
time T the line CD would have been brought to C^D^ by. the 
motion of the ship, and CP be the space which the body 
would have moved through in the same time t if the ship had 
been at rest, then it is found that P^ is the position of the 
body (G,P, = CF) at the end of the time r, whatever be the 
magnitude of t. 



p. M. 
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Thus, in reality, the velocity of the ship has been com- 
pounded with that of the body, and the body has described 
in space the line CD' uniformly and in the same tim^ that 
the point C on deck has moved to (f* 

This confirms the dynamical parallelogram of velocities, 
and by inference the second law of motion also, so far as one 
experiment can do so. 

40. Thus we see that if a body be moving along with a 
space which moves uniformly, and if any velocity be impress- 
ed on the body, the motion of the body relatively to that^pace 
will be the same as if the body and the space had been origi- 
nally at rest; and more generally (if the second law of motion 
be true) we infer that if several bodies be in uniform motion, 
but be at rest relatively to each other; and if any force acts on 
one of them, the motion of this one relatively to the others is 
the same as if they had been all originally at rest. — Or we 
may state this principle as follows: "If all the points of a 
system have uniform and equal velocities and move in parallel 
directions, and if one of these points or particles be acted on 
by any force, its motion relative to the other particles will be 
the same as if the common motion of the system did not 
exist, and the particle in question were acted on by the same 
force acting in the same direction." 

And from hence also it is obvious that we may (when we 
find it convenient to do so) impress any the same uniform 
velocity on each of the bodies composing a system, without 
affecting the motioii of these several bodies relative to each 
other. 

41. When the acceleration of a body for all successive 
instants is known, the motion of the body can be calculated as 
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has been stated before. Now experience shews that the ac- 
celerations produced in different bodies by equal forces are not 
the same. We require then some principle based upon experi- 
ment which will enable us to determine the acceleration of a 
body of given mass when acted on by a given force or pressure. 
The principle required for this purpose is called the third law 
of motion, and may be stated thus. 

THIRD LAW OP MOTION. 

42. When a force or pressure acts on a particle, the moving 
force on the particle is proportional to the force or pressure 

acting upon it. 

That is, if P, P' be two forces measured statically (viz. 
by the weights they would respectively support) acting on 
two particles whose masses are m, m', and if /, /' be the 
consequent accelerations of the two particles, then 

P:F ::mf:mf\ 

or Pocmf. 

Since our units of force, mass, and acceleration are arbi- 
trary, we may for convenience make P' = 1, /' = 1, m' = 1, and 
we shall then obtain P = mf In other words, if we take our 
unit of mass to be such that a unit of force acting upon it 
would produce in it a unit of acceleration, then referred to 
these units the number expressing the force will be equal to 
the product of the numbers which express the mass and 
acceleration, 

43. If W be the weight of a body whose mass is m, and ^r 
the accelerating force of gravity at the surface of the earth 
(i.e. the acceleration which the attraction of the earth, acting 

12—2 
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freely on the body in vacuo, would produce in the body), we 
shall have by the previous article W=^ mg = Vpg, (Art. 9.) 

The numerical value of g must of course be determined by * 
experiment, and the observations made upon pendulums are 
those which give the most trustworthy results. They are 
however of too refined a character to be introduced here ; and 
it may be sufficient for the present purpose of the student to 
state, that if a foot and a second be taken for the units of 
space and time, the numerical value of g, in the latitude of 
London, is 32'19 or 322 nearly. 

The value of g is found by experiment to be slightly differ- 
ent at different places on the earth's surface, but the variation 
is so small, that we may for all ordinary purposes assume the 
value oi g to be that jtist given. 

Or we may state the above result respecting the value bf 
g thus : 

A body falling freely from rest in vacuo under the action of 
gravity will, in one second from the beginning of its motion, 
have acquired a velocity of 32*2 feet per second. 

44f. If we call the moving force the dynamical measure 
of a force, the third law of motion establishes a connexion 
between the statical and dynamical measures of force, and 
asserts that the statical measure is proportional to the 
jdynamical measure. 

Considering the equations 

m = Vp, TF= mg = Vpg ; 
we see from the former that the unit of mass would be the muss 
Hf a body of a tmit of volume and a unit of density ; and from 
the latter, since g ^ 32*2 when a foot and a second are taken 
for the units of space and time respectively, the unit of weight 
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is the weight of a body of the unit of density, arid of volume 
eqiidl to the 32'2'*» jpar^ of the unit of volume. 

The density of distilled water is generally taken as the 
unit of density, and a cubic foot as the unit of volume. 

The weight of a cubic foot of distilled water is 1000 02. 

avoirdupois^ nearly. 

< 

45. The equation P = 7w/must be always understood in 
accordance with the explanation given in Article (42). As a 
further illustration, we will apply it to the following problem* 

A body weighing 24 lbs, is moved by a constant force, which 
generates in a second a velocity of ^ feet per 1" \ find what weight 
the force would statically support 

If we take m to represent the mass of the body and Pfor 
the number of lbs. the force would support, g the accelerating 
force of gravity, we have 

24 = 7n9', 
P=mf, 

m being the same in both equations. And by the question, 
/the acceleration produced by Pin the mass m is represented 
by 3, a foot and a second being the units of space and time,-— 
and with the same units, g the accelerating force of gravity 
is = 32-2. 

Whence P=-^ 24 = ^^ 24 = 2-236 lbs. nearly; that is, the 

g 32-2 -^^ ' 

force which acts on the body would support in equilibrium 

a weight equal to 2*286 lbs. 

46. Action and Reaction. 

If two bodies A and B are in contact and a^ rest, we know 
from statical principles that the pressure which A exerts upon 
B is equ^ in magnitude, and opposite in direction, to thai 
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which B exerts upon A\ and again, if two bodies A and B at 
rest are connected by a fine thread, the strain which the 
thread exerts upon one of the bodies is equal in magnitude 
and opposite in direction to that which it exerts upon the 
other. The question will arise, " Is this the case when the 
bodies are in motion ? or, if the mutual pressures which they 
exert on each other are not equal, what relation subsists 
between them?" And to these questions (which must arise 
in all problems where there is any mutual action between the 
different parts of a system of bodies), the principles which 
we have already stated afford no satisfactory answer. It is 
assumed, however, that when one particle acts on another 
particle, in motion as well as at rest, the second exerts on 
the first a force equal in magnitude and opposite in direction 
to that which the first exerts on the second. If the force 
which the first exerts on the second be called " action,'' that 
which the second exerts on the first may be called " reaction,^' 
and the principle just stated may in other words be expressed 
thus : " Whenever one hody A acts on another B, the latter 
reacts on the former, and this action and reaction are equal 
in magnitude and opposite in direction." 

47. The action here spoken of may be of any kind what^ 
ever ; as for example, when two bodies in motion or at rest 
press against each other, their mutual pressures are equal and 
opposite ; or in other words, the action and reaction are equal 
in magnitude and opposite in direction. Or again, when two 
particles move in any manner connected by a string, the force 
which the string exerts on one is equal and opposite to the 
force it exerts on the other. Or again, if two particles attract 
or repel each other, the dynamical measure of the force which 
one of them A exerts upon the other B, is equal to that which 
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B exerts upon A, This priaciple is frequently embodied in 
the brief statement that "Action and EeacUon are equal and 
opposite^ 

48. For some illustration of the third law of motion, we 
may refer to the observationis made with Atwood's machinie 
(Arts. 80 — 82) ; but the motions of the heavenly bodies afford 
the most interesting as well as the most searching test of the 
truth of the dynamical principiles which are employed in 
investigating them. i • 

It has been before remarked, that the laws of motion are 
enunciated and asserted to be true only with respect to 
particles^ — and of course, as we have no practical experience of 
particles, in the mathematical sense of the word, the student 
must not expect to find them proved with that degree of 
strictness which attaches to geometrical demonstration. He 
is recommended for the present to accept them as conclusions 
which have been arrived at by philosophers after much painful 
inquiry and observation, and not to trouble himself much 
with the particular experiments which may be said to suggest 
these laws, or with the calculations of more complex phei- 
nomena which are based upon them, till he has grasped their 
meaning, and applied them to a variety of problems. He will 
then be able more fully to appreciate the bearing of particular 
experiments on the principles which they are intended to 
illustrate and confirm. But as no individual experiment will 
involve one law of motion to the exclusion of the others, the 
laws of motion must be taken as a whole, — and when we find 
the observations of numerous and complex phenomena agree- 
ing with calculations based upon these principles and involv- 
ing them in every variety of combination, we arrive at a moral 
.conviction of their truth* 
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The following remarks on the Laws of Motion may be 
omitted by the student until he is further acquainted with 
the subject. 

48*. «. Much difference of opinion has prevailed at 
different times as to the proper mode of stating the prin- 
ciples derived from experience and observation which are 
commonly spoken of as Laws of Mot%(m. These principles 
were the subject of much discussion among mathematicians 
at the close of the 16th and the beginning of the 17th 
centuries, and it would appear that to Galileo is due the 
credit of first apprehending and stating the principles in- 
vdived in the first and second laws. Newton's Principia was 
published A. D. 1687, and the celebrated Axioms or Laws 
of Motion which stand at the beginning of the book are a 
much . clearer and more general statement of the grounds of 
Mechanics than had yet appeared, — though they do not 
involve any doctrines which had not been previously stated 
or taken for granted by other mathematicians. 

The distinction between Statics and Dynamics now ac- 
cepted is of recent date, and was not made till the be- 
ginning of the present century: — and the statement of the 
several Laws of Motion given in this chapter is substantially 
that adopted by Dr Wheweli and the principal English 
writers on Elementary Mechanics of late years. 

)3. The three Laws of Motion given by Newton are as 
follows. 

Lex I. Corpus omne perseverare in statu suo quiescendi 
vel movendi v/niformiter in directum^ nisi qwatenus a virihus 
impressis cogitur statum suum mtdare. 

^* Every body continues in its state of rest or of unif(yrm 
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motion in a straight line, except in so far as it may be com- 
peUed by impressed foroes to change that state." 

Lex II. Mutationem moMs proportionalem esse vi mo- 
trici impressed, et fieri secundum lineam rectam qud vis iUa 
imprimitur. 

" Change of motion is proportio)ial to the impressed force, 
and takes place in the direction of the straight line in which 
the force acts.'' 

Lex III. Actioni contrariam semper et cequalem esse 
reactionem: sive, corporum duorum actiones in se mutuo semper 
esse osquales et in partes' corUraria^ dirigi, 

" To every action there -is always an equal and contrary 
reaction: or, the mutual actions of any two bodies are always 
equal and oppositely directed.'' 

Remarks, 

7. The first Law of Motion as stated in Art. 27 agrees 
substantially with the first Law as stated by Newton. 

S. The second Law of Motion as stated in Art. 29 has 
regard to acceleration: — and the velocity will be derived from 
this in the manner described in Art. 30. 

Newton defines quantity of motion to be its measure ex- 
pressed by the product of the rmss and the velocity — so that 
the word motion used in his statement of the Second Law 
must be understood as synonymous with mxymentv/m. Writers 
who adopt Newton's statement of the three Laws, derive 
their method of measuring Tnass from a discussion of hife 
second Law. 

--., It has been explained in Art. 30, how the velocity at any 
time has to be calculated frqm the acceleration frQm inst^ 
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to instant by inethods which — except in very simple cases^ — 
require the Integral Calculus: — so that we may look upon 
the second Law given in Art. 29 as taking up the problem 
of determining the motion of a body subject to given forces 
at a step earlier in the process than does the second Law 
of Newton. 

€• The statement in Art. 46, that whenever one body A 
acts on another B, the latter acts on the former, and this action 
and reaction are eqvxil in magnitude and opposite in direction — 
agrees substantially with Newton's third Law. 

It is maintained by Dr Whewell that the Law (Art. 42), 
that the Moving Force is proportional to the Pressure— i^ only 
another form of stating Newton's principle that Action and 
Reaction are equal and opposite. 

He illustrates his view of it by the impact of balls in 
which the momentum gained by one ball is lost by the 
other — i.e. that the Action of one is equal and opposite to the 
Reaction of the other. He applies his reasoning to cases of 
continued pressure, e.g. — a boat and a ship afloat, if a person 
in one of them pull the other by means of a rope, the force 
on each of the two is the same, namely, the tension of the 
rope, but in opposite directions. He extends his reasoning 
to attractions: — if two bodies, as a magnet and a piece of 
iron, are at liberty to approach each other, the attraction will 
act in exactly the same manner as the tension of a cord by 
which one should be pulled to the other — the pressure on 
each of the two, arising from the attraction, is equal and in 
opposite directions. 

^. The three Laws of Newton are not adopted in the 
principal French treatises; — but we find in them two prin- 
jciples only as borrowed from experience, viz. 
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First. The Law of Inertia^ that a body not acted upon 
by any force would go on for ever with a uniform velocity. 
This coincides with Newton's First Law. 

Second. That the velocity communicated is proportional 
to the force, and the second and third Laws of Motion are 
reduced to. this second principle by the French writers, — 
especially Poisson and Laplace. 

The student may consult on this subject a paper by 
pr Whewell On the principles of Dynamics, particularly as 
stated by French writers, in the Edinburgh Journal of Science, 
Vol. 8. 

fj. It would seem diflScult to express the principles by 
which the motion of matter is governed in simpler or more 
elementary terms than those given in this chapter : — ^but we 
recommend the student to endeavour to apprehend clearly 
what the several principles are which have to be determined 
from observation and experience, without attaching much 
importance to the mere phrase Law of Motion: — after he has 
mastered the principles of the subject, if he has leisure, he 
may examine for himself the diflferent views adopted by 
different writers. 

A disposition to return to Newton's statement of the 
Laws of Motion has recently been shewn in this country. 
See Ch. 2 of a Treatise on Natural, Philosophy, by Sir W. 
Thomson and Professor Tait 

The student may also read with interest Whewell^s 
History of the Inductive Sciences, Book VL, and History of 
Scientific Ideas, Book hi. Ch. 7, by the same author. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

OF UNIFORM MOTION AND COLLISION. 

49. When a body, regarded as a particle, is subject to 
no extraneous force it moves with uniform velocity in a 
straight line (first law of motion). If then v represent this 
uniform velocity, and 8 be the length of path described or 
passed over in any interval of time <, we shall have 8 = vt; 
which is the formula for uniform motion. 

The equation 8 = vt which connects the three quantities 
8, V, t will still be true if the path of the body be curvilinear, 
provided the velocity be uniform : but when the path is not 
a straight line there must be some force acting on the body 
which deflects it from a rectilinear path ; and if the velocity 
be uniform, this force must always act perpendicularly to the 
direction of the body's motion at any time, and the magnitude 
of this force will depend upon the curvature of the path. 
This kind of motion however we do not propose to discuss. 

50. The position, velocities, and direction of motion, of two 
particles at any time being given, to find after what interval 
they will he at an assigned distance 

from each other, and to determine their 
position at that time: the miction being 
in one plane. 

Let A, B be the position of the 
particles at first, and ^0, BO the 
directions of their motion. Take A 
to represent the' velocity of A, and BT, on the same scale, 
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to represent that of B. Complete the parallelogram A G and 
join GT, Let a circle with centre and radius equal to 
the proposed distance, cut GT in D : join OD and com- 
plete the parallelogram PA Then will P, Q be contemporary- 
positions of the particles originally at A, B, and the time of 
moving from -4 to P : that from -4 to :: GD : GT, 

For by the construction 

PO : QT^ QD : QT^BG : BT = AO : BT] 
.-. AO-PO : BT-- QT^AO : BT) 
le.AP:BQ=^AO:BT; ' 

that is, AP, BQ are in the proportion of the velocities of the 
particles, and therefore they are simultaneously at P, Q, and 
the distance PQ is equal to OB, the distance proposed ; and 
further, time of moving from -4 to P : time from A to 

^AP:AO=^BQ:BT 

= GD : GT by similar triangles. 

Cor. 1. Since the circle with centre and radius OD 
will in general cut GT in two points, there will in general be 
two periods at which the particles are at a distance from each 
other equal to OD ; we leave it as an exercise for the student 
to form the construction for the other position. 

Cor. 2. Since OD cannot be less than a certain dis- 
tance, viz. the perpendicular from to GT (unless T and 
coincide) we see that the particles will approach each other 
till their distance is equal to this perpendicular, and is theu 
a minimum, and afterwards they will recede from each other. 

If P, Q be the centres of two spherical balls, the proposition 
will enable us to examine the circumstances of their approach 
to each other &c. ; — if the distance PQ = sum of the radii of 
the balls, we find when and where they will come into con- 
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tact — if the sum of their radii be < the perpendicular from 
to (7r, we can find when and where they are nearest to 
each other. 

51. An analytical solution of the above problem may b0 
given a^ follows. 

Let a, b be the co-ordinates of one particle -4, and a\ V of 
the other B, at first ; u\ v the velocities of A estimated in 
direction of the axes of a?, y ; u^ v the corresponding velocities 
of the other B\ then, after an interval of time t the co- 
ordinates of 

A will be a + w^, 6 + vt^ and of 

B a'^u% V-^-vX 

and if 8 be their distance at this time we must have 

an equation for determining t, the time when the distance 
between the particles is S. This equation has two roots, from 
which we may draw the same conclusion as in Cor. 1, Art. 50. 

We may arrange the equation in the form 

in which E, D, G do not involve t, but only the known 
quantities a, a', 6, V , u, u\ v, v, 

or S» = ^ '- ; 

from which we see that as EC— D^ is essentially positive, 
S will be least when (7i — 2) = 0, which corresponds to the 
case of Cor. 2. 

52. We proceed to discuss the problem of the collision 
of two bodies. 
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All bodies with which we are acquainted are capable 
of being compressed more or less, and have a tendency in 
different degrees to recover their original forms when the 
compressing force is removed. This property we call their 
elasticity : and the internal force which any body exerts to 
recover its original form is called the /orce of restitution. 

The ratio which the force of restitution bears to the force 
of compression is found by experiment to be the same for the 
same substance, whatever be the amount of the compressing 
force, but to be different for different substances. This ratio, 
which is generally represented by the symbol e, is taken as 
the measure of the elasticity of any substance, and is fre- 
quently called the modulus of elasticity* 

This modulus can in no case be greater than unity ; those 
substances for which it is equal to unity are said to be 
perfectly elastic, all others are imperfectly elastic; and the 
greater the numerical value of this modulus, the greater do we 
regard the elasticity of the substances we are comparing. 

. Probably no substances are perfectly elastic; in steel 

balls the value of the modulus e is about |, in glass about -J^. 

For the results of experiments on the elasticity of bodies 

see Reports of the British Association for the Advancement of 

Science, Vol. iii. 

63. In considering the effects of collision we shall sup- 
pose the bodies to be spheres, perfectly smooth, and of uni- 
form density, — so that their centres of gravity coincide with 
their geometrical centres. 

Def The line joiuing the centres of the spheres at the 
instant of impact is called the line of impact; when the centres 
are moving in the line of impact, the impact is said to be 
direct, — and in all other cases ojblique. 
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When a ball A impinges directly on a ball B, the effect 
of the mutual pressure between them will be to accelerate 
B and retard A ; and this will continue till their velocities 
become equal. When the velocities ai-e equal the mutual 
pressure between them will cease, if the balls are inelastic, 
and the balls will move on together uniformly with the' 
velocity which they then possess. 

The intensity of this mutual pressure will vary during 
the short time the halh press B,ga,mst each other; but so far 
as its effect in producing momentum is concerned we ma,y 
regard it as retaining some mean uniform value (see Art. 18), 
and we may measure the effect of the collision by the mo- 
mentum X gained by B and lost by A : these effects on A 
and B being equal in magnitude and opposite in direction 
(Art. 46). 

54. If the balls are elastic, the mutual pressure between 
t'hem will continue after their velocities have become equal, 
in consequence of the efforts they make to recover their 
original forms ; and the momentum gained by one and lost 
by the other after that time (which we may call X') will bear 
to the momentum generated during the first part of the 
collision a ratio {e : 1) depending upon the elasticity of the 
substances : so that X' = eX, and the whole momentum gained 
by B and lost by A will be expressed by X+ X' or (1 + e)X. 

The time during which this entire action is performed is 
too small to be appreciated, but the illustration we have given 
may serve to render the nature of it more intelligible, and 
convey an idea of what is meant when it is said that Impact 
is a pressure of short dv/ration. 
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65, Two inelastic halls rnovinff with given velocities im- 
pinge directly upon each other; to find the velocity of each 
after impact. 

Let u, V be the velocities of the two balls A and B 
respectively, before impact ; and let 

the direction of the arrows indicate | [a V^^3^ 

the direction of motion. Since ^1 \~ J\^ ^ 
they are inelastic, they will move 

on together in the same direction after the impact with some 
common velocity, which we may call u, — let X be the 
momentum lost by A and gained by B during the impact ; 

then AiJL = momentum of A after the impact, 

= momentum before impact — X, 

= -4m — X. (i), 

Bu =Bv + Xhy similar reasoning (ii) ; 

.-. adding {A+B)u=Au + Bv (iii), 

, Au + Bv r \ 

«'^^=-i+:r •(''')' 

and substituting this in (i), 

X^Au-Au'^AiU'-u) 

.( Au + Bv\ AB(u-v) ,, 

Equation (iv) gives the common velocity of each ball 
after the impact, and (v) gives the momentum gained by B 
and lost by A, 

Cor. 1. We see from (iii) that the whole momentum of 
the two balls is the same after impact as before it, — a result 
we might have anticipated from the principle of Art. 46. 

P. M. 13 
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Cor. 2. We may put the results in the following form : 
velocity lost hy A = u-u ^-^^^ A + B ' 

velocity gained byJS = t^'-t; = -g= a^b ' 

in which shape they are sometimes useful. 

Obs, If B be moving in a direction opposite to that of A 
before impact, we have only to change the sign of v in the 
above investigation : in other words, we may regard w^ t; as 
representing the velocities of A, B algebraically, — the proper 
signs being given to them in any particular example in ac- 
cordance with the a^ctual directions of motion. 

The same remark applies to the subsequent propositions 
of this chapter. 

Cor. 3. If A impinges on B at rest, we have simply to 
put i? = in the above results. 

66. Two imperfectly elastic balls moving with given veh- 
cities impinge directly upon each other; to find the velocity of 
each after impact (See fig. Art. 66.) 

Let u, u be the velocity of -4 before and after the impact; 

v, v' the same with respect to B ; 

and let A, B represent the masses of the balls, the direction of 
their motion being indicated by the arrows in the figure. 

Let A impinge upon B, and let X be the momentum lost 
by the former and gained by the latter during the first part 
of the impact, i.e. before their velocities become equal, gene- 
rated by the force of compression; and X* the momentmn 
generated by the force of restitution, after the velocities have 
become equal, and which causes the balls to separate. 
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Then if e be the modulus of elasticity X'=eX, and X+X' 
or {1 + e) X is the whole momentum lost by A and gained 

by^, 

whence Au = Au — (1 + e) X] , 

Bv'==Bv + {l + e)x\ W. 

Now X, being the momentum generated by the mutual 
pressure of the balls before their elasticity comes into play^ is 
the same in magnitude as if the balls were inelastic, and 

therefore by the previous proposition X= — } ^ . 



Hence, substituting in (i), 

t ,t \X ,^ .Aiu — v) 

«' = » + (! +e)-g = t, + (l + e)^^ 



(ii). 



These, two equations give the velocities of A and B after 
impact. 

Cor. 1. By adding equations (i) we get Av! +Bv =Au 
+ Bv\ that is, the whole momentum is unchanged by the 
impact. 

Cob. 2. We "may put the results expressed by (ii) in the 
form 

velocity lost by -4 = w — tt' = (1 + «) j p 
velocity gained by -B = t;' — t; =(1 +e) } ^ 



... (iii). 



Also from (ii) we get by subtraction 

t?' — w' = v — tt + (1 + e) (ti — v) = « . (w - v) (iv) ; 

13—2 
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i.e. the relative velocity of A and B after impact: their 
relative velocity before impact ^v --'d : U'-v=e : 1. 

Cor. 3. 1£ A impinges upon B at rest, we have simply 
to put V = in the above results. 

57. The problem of direct collision of two balls (Art. 56), 
is sometimes solved by assuming (i) that the total momentum 
after impact is the same as before impact, — ^this would follow 
from the principle that action and reaction are equal and 
ppposite ; — and (ii) that the relative velocity of the two balls 
after impact bears a constant ratio to their relative velocity 
before impact, say the ratio e : 1 ; — ^this result being the state- 
ment of an experimental fact, and e being then defined to be 
the modulus of elasticity. 

On these two assumptions we should have, with the 
notation of the preceding article, 

Au* + Bv =^Au + Bv\ 
and i;' — w = c (u — v) J ' 

from which we readily obtain the results marked (ii) in 
Art. (56), or we may obtain i£ v' in the equivalent forms 

, Au + Bv Blu — v) 
A'\- B A + B 

,^Au + Bv A(u — v) 
''"'Ar+B"^^' A + B 

Obs, We prefer the mode of treating the problem given 
in Art. (56), as it is more strictly referred to the simple laws 
of motion than the method of this article. 

58. Two smooth imperfectly elastic bails, momng in one 
plane with given velocities in given directions, impinge obliquely 
on each other, — to determine the motion of each after impact 
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Let Ox be the line passing through the centres of the 
balls at the instant of impact, 
and let the arrows indicate the 
direction of motion of the balls 
before and after impact. 

Let Uy u be the velocities of A 
before and after impact in directions 
making angles a, d with Ox, 

V, V, 13, <f> similar quantities with respect to B. 

Now, since the balls are smooth the mutual action between 
them will take place entirely in the direction Ox, and hence 
it will be convenient to estimate the velocities of the balls in 
direction of Ox (Art. 20), and at right angles to Ox ; and 
these motions may, by the second law of motion, be treated 
separately. Since no force acts on either ball perpendicular 
to Ox their velocities resolved at right angles to Ox will 
remain unchanged by the impact, whence we get 

w sin d^uAna) (i), 

t;'sin^ = t;sin)8J (ii), 

and further, the resolved velocities in direction Ox are affected 
by the impact just to the same extent as if these resolved 
velocities alone existed. 



Now, ucosa 
v! cos 6 



the velocities of A, B 



vcos)8] , . 
t?' cos ^J ® 

resolved along Ox, - V the impact, — if X be the momen- 
tum gained by B and lost by A during the impact, we should 
get, as in Art. (56), 

^_ (l+g)^^(ucosg — vcos/S) 

^ TVs ' 
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and we get 
•w'cos ^ = M cos a — (1 + e) . ^ (woos a — t; cos)8). I ...pii), 

-4 I 

v' COS ^ = V COS )3 + (1 + e) . „ (w cos a — t; cos )8 .., (iv). 

The equations (i), (iii) sujBSce to determine u and 6, and 
(ii), (iv) to determine v' and ^ : — ^and these four quantities 
define the magnitude and direction of the velocities of the 
two balls; 

Ohs. The above expresses in general terms the solution 
of the problem of the collision of two balls moving in one 
plane ; any particular cases can of course be deduced from it, 
by assigning to the symbols involved their proper values, and 
this the student can readily do for himself. We will only 
notice the following interesting case. 

Cor. If a ball A impinge obliquely upon a very large 
ball B at rest^ we have 

SO that we get 

w'sin^= t^sinal i-i . / j a 
, _ > , which give u and u, 

1* cos ^= — «i cos aj 
and V = 0, very nearly. 

This shews that the motion which is 
communicated to B is inappreciable ; and 
since cot ^ = — e cot a we must have > 90*, 
and therefore A is reflected : — a ball strik- 
ing a fixed plane is a case of this kind; 
or again, when a ball strikes the earth, the 
mass of the earth is so great compared with 
that of the ball that the motion communi- 
cated to it is insensible. 
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69; When two balls impinge upon one another and their 
motion does not take place in one plane, in order to de- 
termine the subsequent motion of the balls we must employ 
the same principles as those we have used in Art. (58), viz. 
resolve the velocities of the balls in the direction of impact 
and at right angles to it : the latter will be unafifected by the 
impact, and the former will be altered in the same manner 
as if they alone existed. The formulaB which express the 
general solution of the problem require a knowledge of Oeo^ 
metry of three dimensions, and are too complicated to be given 
here. 




60. A ball impinges obliquely upon a fixed smooth plane ; 
to find the motion of the ball after impact. 

Let PQ be the normal to the plane at the point where the 
ball is in contact at the instant of 
impact : let the plane of the paper 
contain this normal, as well as the 
line of ^'s motion before impact, and 
intersect the fixed plane in the line 
OPD; then the line of A's motion 
after impact will lie in this same 

plane, since no force acts on the ball during the impact at 
right angles to this plane. 

Let a, 6 be the inclination to PQ of -4*s velocities before 
and after the impact ; u, u the velocity of A before and after 
impact, X the momentum destroyed by the force of compres- 
sion. Then the velocity parallel to CD being unafifected by 
the impact, we have 

i^'sin^ = wsina (i).; 
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and since the momentum of A resolved along the normal QP 
is entirely destroyed by the plane 

X=-4wcosa, 

and eX\s the additional momentum generated in the opposite 
direction by the elasticity, or force of restitution ; 

.". eX^Au COB 0, 

whence, w'cos^ = ewcosa (ii). 

From (i) and (ii) we get 

cot ^ = e cot a ] ,...» 

v! = u »J {siv? a-\' ^ oo^a)) 

These equations (iii) determine the velocity and direction 
of motion of A after impact. 

Ohs. The student may compare this solution with the 
solution of what is substantially the same problem, deduced 
in Art. (58), Cor. 

COE. 1. If the ball be inelastic, c = ; whence 6 = 90', 
and w' = w sin a ; L e. when an inelastic ball impinges obliquely 
on a fixed plane, after impact it will move along the plane with 
a velocity equal to u sin a. 

Cor. 2. The impulse sustained by the plane will be 
= -4 (ucosa + u' cos ^) = (1 + e) Au cos a. 

61. TojM the velocity of the centre of gravity of two halls 
moving uniformly in one plane. 

Let the position and motion 
of the two balls be referred to the 
two rectangular axes Ox, Oy in 
the plane in which they move, 
which we may suppose to be the 
plane of the paper. 
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Let A, B be the centres of the balls* at first, 

A\ B' after an interval t, 

a, h co-ordinates of A^ B measured along Ox, 
X, X A, B 

u, u' the velocities of A and B resolved parallel to Occ, 

which will be uniform, since the balls are supposed to move 
uniformly (Art. 20), 

then x = a-\-ut\ ,.. 

ai^h-{-u't) W. 

and if x, x' be the co-ordinates of G the centre of gravity of 
A and B in the first and second positions of A and B, measured 
along Ox, — ^we have by Statics, Art. 74, 

{A+ B)x = Aa + Bb\ . 

{A+B)x'^Ax + Bx] ^"''^ 

A {A + B) (x' --x) =A(x- a) + B{x' --b) 

= {Au + Bu) t ; 
- Au -I- Bu 



• • 



»'-^= "i;/ -< ("^)- 



JTow this represents the space passed over by G, measured 
parallel to Ox, — and it oc ^ the time — consequently the velo- 
city of G parallel to Ox is uniform and 

Au + Bu - 
= —. p ~= '** suppose. 

Similarly, if v, v, v be the velocities of -4, B, G parallel 
to Oy we should have 

_ Av + By' 
^"" A+B ' 

whence u, v being tnown, the motion of is known. 
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Cor. 1. If there were three or more balls, by a similar 
process we should obtain 

-, Au + Bu' + Gu' + ... _ t (Au) 
^- A + B+C+... " 2(^) ' 

^ Av + Bv + Cv" + ... _t(Av) 
^~ A + B+C+... "SC^) ' 

and if the motions of the balls were not confined to one plane, 
and we introduced a third co-ordinate axis at right angles to 
Ox and Oy, and represented the velocities parallel to this 
axis by w, w, w'... we should have 

- Aw + Bw-h Cw" + ... _ S (Aw) 
'^"" A+B-hC+... " t{A)" 

These formulae are analogous to those for the position of 
the centre of gravity of a system of bodies {Statics, Art. 74). 
They may be expressed generally thus : The velocity of the 
centre of gravity of a system of bodies estimated in a given 
direction is equal to the sum of the momenta of the several 
bodies estimated in the same direction, divided by the mass of 
the system. Or, if each body of a system be moving uniformly, 
the centre of gravity of the system also moves uniformly with a 
velocity such that the whole momentu/m of the system estimated 
in any given direction is equal to that of a single body {equal in 
muss to that of the system) coincident with the centre of gravity, 
and moving with the sams velocity as the centre of gravity. 

N.B. The acceleration of the centre of gravity would be 
obtained by formulaB exactly similar to those obtained above 
for the velocity — the accelerations of the several bodies being 
written in the formulae instead of their velocities. 

Cor. 2. Since it appears by Art. 40 that if we impress 
any the same velocity upon each body of a system, the rdative 
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motions of the parts of the system are not affected thereby, — 
suppose we wish to reduce the centre of gravity of two balls 
to rest by impressing velocities equal to — w, — r... on each 
ball, we see that the momentimi to be communicated to 
A, B for this purpose would be 

.- • . Au + Bu' ^ Au-hBu' 

A-\-B A + B 

parallel to Ox; and — Av, —Bv parallel to Oy, 

» 

62. When two smooth halls impinge upon one another the 
motion of the centre of gravity is unaltered by the impact 

First, let the balls be moving in the line of impact Ox, 
Le. let the impact be direct (fig. Art. 55), 

' , \ velocities of ^^ before and after impact, 
V, V \ B) ^ 

Uy u velocity of the centre of gravity before and after 

impact ; 

^, - Au + Bv _, Au' + Bv 
thent. = -j-j-g-,u=-^-p^; 

and (Art. 66, Cor. 1) the whole momentum is the same after 
impact as before, therefore Au + Bv = Au' + Bv ; whence we 
get u = u', which proves the proposition. 

Secondly, let the impact be oblique. 

. Resolve the velocity of each ball in direction of impact 
and at right angles to it ; by the first case the velocity of the 
centre of gravity in direction of impact will be unaltered ; 
and since the velocity of each ball resolved at right angles 
to the direction of impact is unaffected by the impact, the 
velocity of the centre of gravity in this direction will not be 
changed by the impact, — consequently the velocity and direc- 
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tion of motion of the centre of gravity of the balls are the 
same after impact as before. 

Cor. We can without much difficulty extend the theo- 
rem of this article to the case of several balls, and shew that 
" the motion of the centre of gravity of any number of smooth 
balls is not changed by the impact inter se 6f two or more 
balls of the system." 

Examples and Problems. 

63. (I) A ball of 4 lbs. weight moving from left to right, 
with a velocity of 8 yards per second, impinges directly upon 
a ball of 10 lbs. weight moving in the same direction with 
a velocity of 2 yards per second ; determine their motion after 
the impact. 

(i) When the balls are inelastic. (Art. 65.) 

Since the weights of the balls are in the ratio of their 
masses, we may take 4 and 10 to represent their masses, and 
we shall have 

their common velocity after impact =—2 7^ 

4.8 + 10.2 62 ^^ , , 

" — 4+10 " 14 " ^ y P®^ ®® ' 

,^ ABiu-^v) 4.10.(8-2) 240 ,^, 
^^^= a\^B - 4 + 10 =T4-=^^^> 

i.e. the mutual pressure between the balls is capable of gene- 
rating a velocity of 17| yards per second in a mass whose 
weight is lib. 

(ii) If the balls are elastic, then using the same nota- 
tion as in Art. (66), 
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velocity Of ^ after impact^8-(^-^t^^Qif--^) = gg,gg, 
^ ^ 4 + 10 7 7' 

5. ^ (l + .)4(8^2) ^26 12 

^ 4 + 10 7^7^' 

andX=l7|(l + e). 

13 
If g=:-— , the ball -4 will be at rest after the impact; 

13 . 

and according as e < or > ^^ > -^ will follow B with a less 

velocity or be reflected back and move in the opposite 
direction. 

64. (II) A ball A moving with a given velocity impinges 
directly upon a ball B at rest, and B afterwards impinges 
directly upon a ball G at rest; find the velocity communicated 

to a 

If u be the original velocity of A, we have by Art. (56), 
velocity of B after first impact = ^ . /^^ u = v suppose, 

velocity of G after impact = ^g^-v=^ {A^B)\b-vG) ""' 

Cor. 1. The velocity communicated to G by the inter- 
vention of B will vary with the magnitude of B, and will be 

the greatest possible when . . _; ^ .p ^. is greatest ; 

i.e. when ^ ^ is least, 

and since this may be written in the form 
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this will be the case when JB=*»J{AG) ; — in other words, the 
velocity of C will be greatest when 5 is a mean proportional 
between A and C. 

65, (III) A particle is to be projected from a given point 
P so as to pass through another 
given point Q, after being reflected 
at a given fixed plane AB; to 
find the direction of projection. 

Suppose T to be the point 
where the particle must strike the 
plane, then the plane PTQ must 
be perpendicular to the fixed plane, and will cut it in a 
straight line AB. 

Now the particle impinging on the plane in direction PT 
and being reflected in direction TQ, we must have 

tan QT8-=-e.tai3iPTA (i) Art. (60). 

If QS be drawn perpendicular to AB, and PT produced 
to meet Q8 in B, we shall have 

tsLJiQTS^etajiBTS, 
and therefore Q8= e, SB. 

This suggests the following simple construction for deter- 
mining T. Draw Q8 perpendicular to AB and produce it to 

1 
P, making /SP «= - . ^fif ; join PR cutting AB in T. Then 

the condition (i) is satisfied, and PT is the direction in which 
the particle must be projected. 

Cob. If the particle is to pass through Q after reflexion 
at two planes TV, US in succession, we have the following 
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construction. Draw Q8R perpendiculax to the latter plane, 
making 



e 




Draw BVD perpendicular to the 
first plane, making 



VD^-.RV; 
e 

join PD cutting the first plane in T, — -join TR cutting the 
second plane in U, — then if the particle be projected in direc- 
tion PjTit will be reflected along TU and again reflected at U 
in direction UQ, and so pass through the point Q. 

66. (IV) A heavy particle impinges upon a fixed rough 
plane ; to find its motion after impact. 

Let the plane of the paper represent the plane of impact, 
i.e. the plane which contains the 
direction of motion of the particle 
before impact, and the normal to 
the fixed plane at the point of 
contact. 

Let u, vl be the velocities of 
the particle (mass A) before and after impact. 

a, the angles its direction of motion makes with the 
normal QN before and after impact. 

X, F the momentum generated by the fixed plane in the 
particle, in directions Q^and QC, — ^the latter arising firom 
the roughness of the plane. 

Then resolving the motion in directions ^^and GD, we 
have, as in Art. (60), 
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-w' COS ^ = eu COS a (i), 

the complete value of X= (1 + e) Mucosa (ii), 

and Au Qm =^ Ausina— F. (iii). 

Now we may take F=fMX{iv), where fi depends upon 
the roughness of the plane, and is a numerical quantity to be 
determined by experiment, it is sometimes called the coefficient 
of dynamical friction ; from these four equations we get 

u' cos O^^eUCOBQL \ 

u sin 5 = w sin a — /* (1 + e) w cos ol) ' 

which two equations determine u and ^, i.e. the velocity and 
direction of motion after impact. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF UNIFORMLY ACCELERATED MOTION. 

67. The accelerating force upon a particle is said to be 
uniform when equal increments of velocity are added in equal 
increments of time, however large or small these increments 
of time may be. 

Hence, in accordance with the definitions and conventions 
of Arts. 6, 13, if v be the velocity of a particle at the end of a 
time t, during which it has been subject to a uniform accele- 
rating force /, and if u were its velocity to begin with, we 
shall have/, t to represent the increment of velocity, and 

v — u+fi (i). 

If the particle started from rest -u = and v =Ji. 

Obs. The formula (i) is algebraically true in any case 
where the force is really a retarding force (Art. 6, Oba.), or 
where the velocity u at the beginning of the time t exists in 
a direction opposite to that in which v is measured : in any 
case it is necessary simply to assign the proper algebraic sign 
to u QJidf, and the result (i) will be available. 

68. If s be the space described from rest in time thy a 
particle under the action of a vmform accelerating force f 
then wiU s = J/i^. 

Let the time t be subdivided into n intervals, each equal 
to T, so that 7iT = ^; then the velocities at the beginning 
of the 

1st 2nd 3rd nth of these intervals of t 

will be fr 2/r.,. (n-l)/r; 

P. M. 14 
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and at tte end of the same intervals will be 

A 2/t, 3/t...7i/t. 

Now if the particle were to move during each successive 
interval of r, with the velocity which it has at the beginning 
of that interval, the space described would be 

= 0. T -f /t.t+ 2/t. T + ... + (n-l)/T.T, 
which is 

172 ^^=2-^' (1-^J'«^^°^'»^ = «- 

And again, if the particle were to move during each 
successive interval, with the velocity which it has at the end 
of that interval, the space described would be 

=fr.T+ 2/r. T+ 3/t. t+... +n/T. r, 

which is 

Since the velocity is continually increasing during the 
time t, the space actually described by the particle will be 
intermediate to the spaces described under these two hypo- 
theses, i.e. 

8 lies between ^yi? ^1 - i) and i>? (l + i) 

however large n be taken ; but when n is taken indefinitely 
large, these two limits each become \ff^ and therefore s 
which always lies between them must coincide with them in 
the limit, that is « = ^^ \ and if v be the velocity at time t 
we have v =^ft and thence v^ = 2^. 
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69. The same result {s = iff) may be arrived at very 
simply by the following geome- 
trical process. 

Let the straight line AK re- 
present the time (s) of motion 
from rest, and let this be divided 
into n equal parts AB, £ 0, CD. . . 
let the lines Sb, Gc,..,KT drawn 
at right angles to AK represent 
the velocities acquired at the end of the successive intervals; 
the points b, c.T will lie in a straight line, since the velo- 
city varies as the time from rest. Complete the inner and 
outer series of parallelograms, as in the figure. 

Now if the particle be supposed to move uniformly during 
any interval (as CD) with the velocity Cc which it has at the 
beginning of that interval, the number of v/nits of area in the 
parallelogram cD will represent the number of units of length 
passed over by the particle during that interval. With this 
understanding, the sum of the inner or outer series of paral- 
lelograms will represent the space passed over by the particle, 
supposing it to move during each interval with the velocity 
which it has at the beginning or end of that interval respec- 
tively ; and the actual space described lies between the spaces 
described on these two several suppositions. But when the 
number of intervals is increased, and their magnitude dimi- 
nished indefinitely, each series of parallelograms approximates 
to the triangular area AKT, which will represent the actual 
space described by the particle ; and since 

AK = t, and KT=ft = velocity at time t, 

:.8^}^AK.KT^\t.ft=^\fe. 

Obs. The student will remark that the above is sub- 

U—2 
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Btantially a geometrical illustration of the proof of the pro- 
position given in Art. 68. 

70. A particle is projected with velocity % and acted 
upon by an accelerating force fin the direction of motion. To 

find the relation between the space (s) passed over, the time 
(t) of motion and velocity {v) acquired. 

The particle at any time is moving with a certain velo- 
city, and so far as the subsequent motion is concerned it is 
immaterial how we suppose that velocity to have been ac- 
quired. Let then the force / generate a velocity u by acting 
for a time t' and through a space s\ then we have u^fV\ 
and if the particle continues subject to the action of the 
same force, and passes over a space s in time t, we have s + s' 
described /rom rest in time t-\'i! \ 

.\S'\-s ^\f{t^-iJ^Ti^s^\fe\ 

:.s^\f{f^^i^)^ut^\fe ;(i); 

also v=^f{f •\-i)^u-\-ft (ii); 

whence also 

^^ =. {u ^ftY = i^' + 2/(e/< + i/0 = t*' + 2^. ..(iii). 
Equations (i), (ii) express the relations required. 

Ohs. If the force act in a direction, opposite to that in 
which Si Uy and v are estimated positive, we must change the 
sign of/ in (i), (ii), (iii), and we get 

s^ut— \f^y v^u —ft, v^ = m" — 2/5 (iv). 

The student will have little difficulty in obtaining any of 
the results of (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), of this article, by a geome- 
trical proof similar to that in Art. 69. 

71. We may arrive at the same results thus by an ap- 
plication of the principle stated in Art. 40. 

A' A P 

\ X 1 
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Let the particle be projected from A in direction AP 
with the velocity u ; — the relative motion of A and P will be 
the same if we impress upon hoth a velocity equal to u in the 
opposite direction ; this reduces P to initial rest, and if P, A' 
be simultaneous positions of the particle and of A, v their 
relative velocity at that time t, and A'P = s, we have 

AP = iJf, AA = ut (i); 

.'. s = ut-\-\ft^ ,.(ii), 

and v = u -{-ft ; 

the same results as before. 

72. Note. The same results might have been arrived at 
by a process similar to those employed in Art. 69. These 
we leave as an exercise for the student. 

We would here caution him likewise against a loose and 
incorrect application of the second law of motion to this 
problem which we have noticed in some works on dynamics. 
They state that the space described in consequence of the 
initial velocity is = uty and the space that would be described 
in the same time by the action of the accelerating force /is 
= hft^y and therefore by the second law of motion^ the whole 
space described is the sum of these two, or 8 =iut + ^ft\ The 
result arrived at is true, but the principle assumed is un- 
sound, for the second law of motion states the theory of the 
action of forces at a particular instant, and asserts nothing 
directly as to the quantitative effects accruing in any finite 
time. 

73. When a particle starts from rest (Art. 68) 

v^ft and « = i/J'; 

and from these two equations a relation can be obtained 
between any three of the quantities v, 8,f, t 
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Thus 



v^ft = ^^^(2fs) 






V 



r- 



And again, if the particle start with the velocity u 

v = u+ft, 

v^ = u^ + 2fs; 
forms which it is desirable the student should remember. 
Cor. The space described in t" from rest = yV, 

it-i)" = 4/(<-i)*; 

.*. space described during the ^ second = ^/(2< — 1). 

Hence the spaces described during the 1st, 2nd, 3rd,... 
seconds are J/. 1, J/. 3, J/. 5, ... &c., and are in the ratio 
of the consecutive odd numbers, 1, 3, 5... 

The result « = — ^— t shews that the space described in 

Jit 

any tin^e is the same as if the particle had moved uniformly 

during the whole time with the mean velocity. 

74. One of the simple cases of a uniform force is that 
of gravity, the accelerating effect of which is uniform. (Art. 
4»3.) We give an example of the application of the preceding 
results to this case. 
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Ex. A particle is projected vertically upwards loith a velo^ 
city of 100 feet per second, to find (i) its height at the end of 3", 
and (ii) the time when it is at a height of 140 feet above the 
point of projection. 

When Si, foot and a second are taken as the units of space 
and time the numerical value oi g = S2,2, (Art. 43), and if u 
be the velocity of projection, and s the height at time t after 
projection, we have « = w^ — J^r^", (Art. 70). 

For the first part of the example < = 3, w = 100 ; 
/. s = 3.100 - i 32.2 . (3)' = 155.1 feet 

= height of the particle at the end of 3 seconds. 

For the second part of the example 5 = 140, w = 100 ; and 
we have to find t from the quadratic equation 

s^ut — \gf. 
Solving the equation we get 

^^ u±sj(u^^2gs) 
9 

Substituting the numerical values of w, g, s, we get after 
reduction, 

32.2 

a double result, which is to be explained thus, — at the end of 
2".13 the particle is at a height 140 feet in its ascent, and at 
the end of 4".08 it is again at the same height of 140 feet on 
its descent, after having reached its highest point and then 
descending. 

73. We subjoin a few interesting problems which can be 
solved by the principles already explained. 
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Prob. Two bodies P, Q are contiected hy an inextensible 
stHng which passes over a smooth fixed pully ; 
to determine the motion of each hody^ and tlie 
tension of the string. 

Let P, Q represent the mxisses of the bodies ; 
T the tension of the string, the mass of which 
we will neglect, and suppose P> Q. 

Now moving force on P downwards = Pg— T, 
Q upwards ^^T^-Qg; 

Pg-T' 



.\ accelerating force on P downwards 



Q upwards 



(i). 



J 



_ T-Qg 
Q 

Now the string being always stretched and inextensible, 
the velocity of P downwards and of Q upwards will be always 
equal, and therefore the rate of change of their velocities, 
i.e. the acceleration of the two bodies must be equal ; 

. Pg-T T-Qg 



Q 



whence r=:J-^4^ 



(ii). 



P+Q 

which gives the tension of the string, — and further substituting 
this value of T in either of the expressions (i), we get the 
acceleration on P downwards and on Q upwards 

T_ 2Q _P^ 
=9 p-9 p^q9-p^Q9- 

P — 

Also velocity of P and Q after time tfrom rent = — — ^ gt. 

space described « = ~-n — ^^• 

2 P+Q* 
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Cor. 1. By taking P— Q as small as we please we may 
make the motion as slow as we please, and so capable of being 
measured, — ^by which means the value of g might be obtained 
from observation. This is substantially the principle of 
Atwood's machine, which will be described hereafter, (Art. 82). 

Cor. 2. If at. any instant Sbj>art {R) of one of the bodies 
{Q for instance) were suddenly detached, there would be no 
instantaneoiLS change of the velocity of either body, but the 

p Q A. 7? 

acceleration would become „ . X — :^g, and the tension of 

-t + y — ii*^ 

the string would become p n^ J '3- 

76. Prob. Two bodies P, Q are in motion, connected by 
a string which passes over a smooth fixed pvlly ; ^^ 
anoth^ body JR is suddenly attached to Q; — find k^ 
the change of velocity and the impulsive strain on 
the string. 

Let P, Qj R be the masses of the bodies, and 
suppose R to become attached to Q by a string ^' 
connecting them suddenly becoming tight. Let V 
be the velocity of P and Q at the instant before this takes 
place, and F' the common velocity of the three the instant 
after, X^, X^ the impulsive strain on the strings PAQ, QR, 
respectively; then for the motion of the three bodies we 
have (Art. 46) 

Pr=:PV--X,, 

QF' = QF+X,-X„ 

whence by adding (P -4- Q + i2) T = (P + Q) F, 

or F'= ^^ ^ F (i) 

P+Q + R ^^' 



t 
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aiidX, = P(F«FO = ^p:j^F (ii), 

Equations (i), (ii), (iii) determine the three quantities 
required to determine the change of motion completely. 



MOTION ON AN INCLINED PLANE. 

77. Prob. a heavy body Q is drawn up a smooth inclined 
'plane by another body P, which descends vertically ; P being 
connected with Q by an inextensible string passing over the 
vertex of the plane. 

Let P, Q be the masses of the bodies, 
T the tension of the string, and a 
the inclination of the plane to the 
horizon, R the pressure of Q on the 
plane. 

Then resolving the motion of Q parallel to the plane 
and perpendicular to it, the weight of Q is equivalent to 
a force Qg sin a down the plane, 

Qg cos a perpendicular to the plane, 

the latter force is balanced by JR, the pressure of the plane, 

whence jB= ^^rcosa (i), 

T— Qg sin a 




and acceleration of Q up the plane = 



P downwards = 



Q 
Pa-T 



Jf ' 
. And since the string continues stretched, the velocities of 



MOTION ON AN INCLINED PLANE. 219 

P and Q in these two directions are always equal and there- 
fore the accelerations upon them are equal, that is, 

Pg-T _ T'-Qgsma 
P Q 

, rr, PQ (1 + sin a) g 
whence r= p^Q ^ (n), 

and acceleration on P downwards and on Q up the plane 

Pg^T P-Qmxa 
= -p-^ -PVQ~'^ ^'''^' 

equation (ii) gives the tension of the string, and (iii) gives 
the acceleration from which the velocity acquired and space 
passed over in any time may readily be obtained. 

Cor. The preceding problem may be varied by sup- 
posing Q to move , on a smooth hori- q 
zontal table. The student may either 
investigate the motion in this case inde- 
pendently, or deduce the results from 
the present Art. by making a = 0. 




ip 



78. A heavy body descends freely down a smooth inclined 
plane; — to find the time of motion and the velocity acquired. 

Let P be the mass of the 
body moving down the plane 
BA, the inclination of which to 
the horizon is a, R the pressure 
on the plane. 

Then resolving the forces on 
P parallel to the plane and per- 
pendicular to it, 
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we have moving force down the plane = Pg sin or, 
perpendicular to the plane = Pgr cos a, 

and this latter force is counteracted by iJ, since there is no 
motion perpendicular to the plane ; 

/. R = Pg cos a, which determines iJ, 

and accelerating force down the plane = ^ sin a ; 

if t be the time of moving over BA from rest, and t? the velo- 
city acquired, 

AB = J gr sin a . ^', t; = ^r sin a . ^. 

Whence t = a/ ( — : — j , and v — ^{^g . sin a . AB) 

^J{2g.BG). 
The latter result shews that the velocity at -4 is the same 
as that of a body falling freely through a vertical height equal 
to BC, — ^that of the plane. 

Cor. If the body start at B with a velocity u, and v be 
its velocity after describing any length BA, and h be the 
vertical depth of -4 below B, we shall readily obtain 

v' = w' + 2gh. 

79. A heavy particle is projected with given velocity up an 
inclined plane— to find its velocity at any point of its course. 

We suppose the motion to take place in a vertical plane 
BAG which is perpendicular to 
the inclined plane. 

Let the particle P be pro- 
jected from A with velocity u 
up the plane, v the velocity 
after a time t when it has 
described the space AP^^s, 
z the vertical height of Pabove 
the horizon A C, a the inclina- 
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tion of the plane, so that z^^s .sin a: the resolved force of 
gravity down the plane tending to retard P is s= ^ sin a. 

Hence (Art. 70) v = U'-gsina,t (i)^ 

s = ut — igsina.f (ii), 

two equations connecting the three quantities v, $, t, so that 
any one of them being given, the other two may be found : 
these results are algebraically true if v and s be one or both 
negative. 

If we eliminate t we obtain 

t;"= It*— 2^sina. s^v^-^igz (iii), 

a result which shews that the change of velocity can be ex- 
pressed in terms of the vertical height through Avhich the 
particle has ascended — and is the same in amount as if the 
particle had been moving freely in a vertical line upwards — 
the time of motion however would not be the same in the 
two cases. 

From (ii) we can derive the value of t corresponding to 
any value of s, viz; 



. _ u±Ju^— 2gs. . sin a _u ± Ju^ — %gz . . 

^rsina "" ^rsina ^ ^* 

a double result, indicating the times at which the particle 
will pass through the position P — [AP=^8) — on its way up 
and down the plane. 

The maximum value of « is = tz — -. — and of ^ is = 77- , 

zg sin a zg 

as. may be seen from equations (iii) or (iv). 

Obs. The results of this article will be applicable to the 
case of a particle projected freely vertically upwards, if we 
write a = 90^ and /. sin a «= 1. 
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80. We may apply the results of the previous article to 
the following problem. 

The time of descent of a particle down any chord of a 
vertical circle beginning at the highest point of the circle is 
the same. 

Let AB be the vertical diameter of 
the circle, AP any chord drawn from A. 
Then the accelerating force on the par- 
ticle down AP=g cos PAB = g sin PBA, 

and time down AP=^(^^^y^) 

^ /fhA^\ , since AP= AB sin PBA ; 

and since this result is independent of the direction of AP, 
the time down all chords drawn from A will be equal. 

Cor. Similarly, it may be 
shewn that the times down all 
chords terminating in B are equal. 

The above result leads to the 
solution of several curious pro- 
blems of lines of quickest descent. 
We give one such problem. 

To find the line of quickest 
descent from a given point A to a given circle. 

Construct a circle of which A shall be the highest point, 
and which shall touch the given circle in some point P, then 
will AP he the line of quickest descent required. For if 
we join A with any other point of the given circle, the joining 
line will be longer than the part of it intercepted by the second 
circle, and therefore the time down the joining line would 
be longer than the time down the corresponding chord of the 
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second circle, i.e. greater than the time of descent down 
AP; consequently AP is the line of quickest descent from 
A to any point of the given circle. 

If the circle be drawn it can easily be shewn that AP 
produced will pass through the lowest point of the given 
circle, — whence we have the simple rule: Join A with the 
lowest point of the given circle, and the part of this line 
without the circle is the line required. 

81. An accurate knowledge of the numerical value of ^r the 
accelerating force of gravity is of great importance, and various 
methods have been employed to determine it. If a body were 
sliding down a smooth inclined plane of elevation a, the ac- 
celeration upon it would be ^ sin a ; so that by diminishing 
a sufficiently, the force acting upon the body might be reduced 
so as to admit of the motion being observed, without the law 
of the motion being afiFected. This method of determining g 
was suggested by Galileo, — ^but since no surface can be obtained 
sufficiently smooth, the method does not practically admit of 
great accuracy. 

A machine invented by Atwood for the purpose of making 
observations on the laws of falling bodies, leads to results 
much more trustworthy than the preceding. 

We will here give a short description of the machine. 

82. Two equal weights P, Q are attached to the extre- 
mities of a fine thread which passes round a pully C, The 
axis of rests in a horizontal position on four wheels, of 
which two only are represented in the figure; the object 
of these wheels being to diminish the friction on the axis 
of G, which they do very considerably, since the friction of 
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rolling is much less than that of rvhlnng. Hence they are 
called yWc^ion wheels. 

Now P and Q being equal would 
be in equilibrium, but if a weight R 
be placed upon P, it^ would begin 
to descend subject to an acceleration 

pj^Qj^^ Qy (see ^^' 75), if the 

motion of the puUy G were neg- 
lected. It is found that the rotation 
of the heavy puUy G has the effect 
of adding something to the weights 
moved (viz. P •{■ Q -¥ E), without 
altering the force which produces 
motion, (viz. the weight of R). At- 
wood determines by experiment what 
this is, — call it Wy — ^then the accele- 
ration upon P becomes 

R 
P+Q + R+W ^' ^^^ suppose, and 

by diminishing R suflSiciently, this 
may be reduced to as small a quantity 
as we please. 

• 

AB is a vertical graduated bar, 
and 8, T are two platforms capable 
of motion backward and forward along 

the bar, and of being fixed in any position by screws. The 
platform 8 is pierced so that P can pass freely through it, 
but not R. 

If now the system be allowed to start from rest with P at 
a given position (say A), P will move through the space A8 
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subject to the uniform accelerationy^ — ^and B being caught ofiF 
at 8y P will move on through ST uniformly with the velocity 
acquired. The times occupied in moving through A8 and 8T 
are observed with considerable accuracy by a contrivance of 
clock-work attached to the machine. 

83. The results of numerous experiments made with 
Atwood's machine, lead to the conclusions that gravity has 
a uniform accelerating effect, and that its numerical value is • 
that stated in Art. 43. The most trustworthy results however 
are (as there stated) to be obtained from experiments on 
pendulums, but they are of too refined a character to be 
discussed here. 



p. M. 15 



( 226 ) 



CHAPTER IV. 



OF THE MOTION OF PEOJECTILES. 



84. In the present Chapter we shall consider : 

(i) The projectile as a single heavy particle/ (ii) that the 
accelerating force of gravity is uniform, and acts in the same 
direction at all points of the path of the projectile ; (iii) that 
the effect of the rotation of the earth is neglected, and 
(iv) that the motion takes place in vacuo — no account being 
taken of the resistance of the air. See Art 94. 

85. A hody projected in any direction which is not vertical^ 
and acted on by the force of gravity only, will describe a 
parabola. 

Let the body be projected from the point A in direction 
-4 r with velocity v. Draw AV y 
vertical and downwards, and 
let P be the position of the 
body at any time t after the 
instant of projection. 

Let the motion of the body 
be referred to the directions AT, 
AY (Art. 19), and draw PT, 
PF parallel to -47, ^T;— now the motion being at any and 
every instant referred to the directions -4 T, A F— the force of 
gravity will have a uniform accelerating effect (g) in direction 
A V and there will be no acceleration in direction A T, we 
shall have therefore 
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JPV=^AT=^vt (Art. 49), 
AV^ye (Art. 68), 

whence PP = t;V = —,^F. 

9 

This relation between PV and AV shews that the path 
AP is a parabola whose axis is vertical, and directrix con- 
sequently horizontal; AV being a diameter, and AT the 

2i;*' 
tangent at A, the parameter at A being = — . 

tf 

Cor. 1. If A be the space due to the velocity of pro- 
jiBction Vf (le. the space through which a body must fall freely 
from rest under the action of gravity, in order to acquire the 
velocity v,) i? = 2gh ; wherefore PV^ ^^h.AV. Hence 4A 
is the parameter at -4, and therefore h is equal to the vertical 
distance of A below the directrix. 

Cob. 2. The result of Cor. 1 may be thus interpreted : 
" The velocity of projection of a projectile is the same as 
would be acquired by a body falling freely from the directrix 
to the point of projection." 

And further, since the body after passing through any 
point of its path will move in the same way as if it had been 
projected from that point with the velocity it then has, and 
in the direction in which it is then moving, — Whence, "the 
velocity of a projectile at any point P of its path is equal to 
that due under the action of gravity to the vertical distance of 
that point from the directrix." 

' Oha, Let the horizontal plane which passes through 
the point of projection A meet the parabola again in H, and 
let T be the time of passing from A to H, AE.^ jB,— ^then 

15—2 
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By T are called the range^ and time of flight of the projectile on 
the horizontal plane; and if a be the angle which the direction 
of projection makes with the horizon, the angle a is called the 
elevation of the projectile. 

• 

86. If the motion of the body be estimated vertically and 
horizontally — along Ay and Ax, — the velocity of projection 
vertically is v sin a, and horizon- 
tally is V cos a ;— the horizontal 
velocity will remain uniformly 
equal to v cos a during the 
motion, since there is no force 
in direction Ax\ the vertical 
velocity will gi*adually be re- 
duced to zero by the action of 
gravity, and the body is then 

at its greatest height z above the horizontal plane AH, but 
the continued action of gravity will generate velocity down- 
wards, and bring the body to the plane at H after a time 
equal to that in which it moved from A to the highest point. 
We shall have the following results, 

if T be the time of moving from -4 to the highest point 

= time in which the initial vertical velocity v sin a is destroyed 

by force of gravity g, 

vsina , (t;sina)" 
, and « = - ' 




T = 



^9 



Hence 7= 



2v sin a 






and the horizontal velocity is uniform and equal to v cos a ; 

21;* sin a cos a t;* sin 2a 



/. JB = r.vcosa== 



9 



(iii). 
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This result is the same if ^ — a be put for a ; shewing 

that there are two directions in which a body may be pro- 
jected with a given velocity, so as to have the same horizontal 
range. 

For a given velocity of projection v, the horizontal range 
JB will be greatest when sin 2a = 1 ; i.e. when a = 45*. 

Again, the lattis rectwm of the parabola is the parameter at 
the highest point, and the velocity at the highest point being 
= V cos a, the distance of that point from the directrix is 



v^cos'a 



^ 



(Cor. 2), 



27 J f*08 ff 

hence the latus rectum = = 4A cos^ a. 

9 

87. To find the range {R) and time of flight (T) ofapro- 
jectile on an inclined plane. 

Let i be the inclination of the 
plane to the horizon, 

a the elevation of projection; 
then initial velocity perpendicular 

to the plane AP = v sin (a — i), 

initial velocity parallel 

to the plane AP = v cos (a — i) ; 

accelerating force of gravity per- 
pendicular to the plane =5r cos i, 

accelerating force of gravity parallel 
to the plane = ^r sin i ; 

and these two resolved parts of gravity are constant. 

Hence if T be twice the time in which the velocity 
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2; sin (a — t) would be generated or destroyed by the force 

g cos i ; we have 

y^ 2v8in(a--t) 

^cosi 

/. J2 = vcos (a-i) . r-i^rsini. T* (Art. 70), 
Sw'cosasin (a — i) 



gcos^i 
by substituting for T, and reducing ; 

or we might obtain B, thus 

^ , -^ -4-^" vcosa.T 
E^AF= i= ; — 

cos % COS t 

(since the horizontal velocity v cos a is uniform) 

2t;*cosasin(a — i) 



(ii). 



gcos^i 



(iii). 



CoR. The greatest perpendicular distance of the particle 
from the plane will be when the velocity is entirely parallel 

to the plane, 

-. .. t?sin(a — i) 

Le. after a time ^ — r— ^: 

^cosi 

and this perpendic«l« distance ^^^^^zSl . 

Further, by putting (iii) in the form 

p _ ^ {sin (2g — ^) — sin t} 
^rcos I 

we see that for a given velocity of projection the range is 

greatest when sin (2a - i) = 1, 

• 

i.e. 2a-i=2, ora = 5 + 2' 

in of^ words, when the direction of projection bisects the 
angle between the plsme and the vertical. 
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88, To find the equation to the path of a projectile referred 
to horizontal and vertical co-ordinate axes. 

Let A be the point of pro- 
jection, Ay vertical, and Ax 
horizontal in the plane in which 
the projectile moves. 

AN^x, NP=y, the hori- 
zontal and vertical co-ordinates 
of the particle at time t after 
projection, v the velocity and a 
the elevati6n of projection. Let NP be produced to meet in 
T the line AT which represents the direction of projection. 

Then the horizontal velocity = v cos a, which remains 
uniform, and the initial vertical velocity = v sin a. 

And we have 

- x=i AN =v cos a, t (i). 

And NP represents the space passed over parallel to Ay 
in time ^ by a particle projected with a velocity v sin a, and 
retarded by a force g — Whence by Art (70) 

. y = NP==vsma.t''igf (ii). 

Eliminating t between (i), (ii), we get 



y = ajtana — 



gx' 



2v'* cos* a 



(iii). 



which is the equation to the path required, and represents 
a parabola. 

If A be the height due to the velocity of projection t;'= 2yA, 
and equation (iii) may be written 



y = a?tana — 



X' 



lAcos^a 



(iv). 
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From equation (iii) or (iv) the elements of the parabolic 
path may easily be deduced. 

Cor. 1. The equation y — x tan a — jy §" ^3-7 ty a 

little reduction be put in the form 

{x — 2A sin a cos a)' = 4A cos' a Qi sin' a — y), 

from which we may readily infer that the co-ordinates {x^y y^ 
of the vertex of the parabola are 

ar^j = 2A sin a cos a, y^^hw?a\ 
and the latus rectum »= 4A. cos' a. 

Cor. 2, If we make y=0 in equation (iv), we get 

= a? tan a — 77 5- ; 

4Acos a 

ie. 05 = 0, or a; = 4A sin a cos a; 

the former value of x indicates the point of projection, the 
latter gives the range on the horizontal plane Ax, and accords 
with the result obtained in Art. (86). 

Cor. 3. If ^ be the angle which the direction of motion 
of the projectile at a time t after projection makes with the 
horizon, its altitude above the point of projection being y and 
its velocity v' — ^we shall have 

vertical velocity = t;' sin ^ = v sin a — ^r^, 

horizontal velocity = v' cos ^ = i; cos a, 

whence we get 

, v sin a — or^ 

tan0=: ^, 

^ i; cos a 
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and 



2 



v^ = (y sin a ~ gt)^ + {v cos a) 
= v' - 2^ (t; sin a . * — ^f ) 

89. Motion of a projectile on a smooth fixed inclined plane 
under the action of gravity. 

With the diagram of Art. 88, let Ax^ Ay be rectangular 
axes on the inclined plane (elevation = i), Ax being drawn 
hmizontal and Ay up the plane — Ay will be a line of greatest 
slope on the inclined plane. 

If the projectile^tart from A with a velocity v in direction 
A T along the plane {TAx = a) the acceleration of P will be 
zero parallel to Ax^ — g sin i parallel to Ay — and g cos i per- 
pendicular to the plane, the equation to the path will be as in 
Art. 88, 

q sin i . a^ 
2/ = ajtana--%-^i — g— , 
^ 2i; cos a 

a parabola, the elements of which can be obtained as in the 
previous article. 

If v' be the velocity at any point P (a?, y) of the path, 
4> the angle which the tangent at P makes with Ax, t the time 
of motion from AtoP,z the vertical altitude of P above Ay 
so that 2? =y sin % we shall have 

t;'cos^ = vcosa (i), 

v'sin^svsina — ijrsini.^ (ii), 

y = V sin a • ^ — ^^ sin i . ^' (iii), 

a? = t;cosa. t (iv); 



234 OF THE MOTION OF PEOJECTILES. 

from (i), (ii), (iii), we get 

i;'« = v' — a^r sin i.y^v*-- 2ffz, 

a result which shews that the change of velocity is the same 
as if the projectile had moved freely under gravity, through 
the same vertical height. 

90. Prob. a body is projected with a given velocity v 
from a given point, to find the direction of prelection thit it may 
strike another given point. 

Employing the notation of Art. (88), 

Let A be the point of projection, P the point through 
which the body is to pass, h the height due to the velocity of 
projection, and a the required elevation of projection. 

Then the equation of the path is 



0^ 



V = ajtana — -77 5— ; 

^ 4Acos'a' 

if (a, 6) be the co-ordinates of P, we have the equation 



a' 
6 = a tan a — 



2\~ > 



4A cos a 

or 6 = a tan a — tt (1 + tan' a), 

from which to determine a. 

This equation is a quadratic in tan a : — when the two roots 
are real and unequal, there are two directions of projection 
which will satisfy the problem ; — when the two roots are real 
and equal, these two directions coincide, — and when the roots 
are unreal the problem is impossible, i.e. there is no direction 
in which the body could be projected with the proposed velo- 
city so as to pass through the given point. 
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This problem admits of a simple geometrical construction. 
From the point of projection A 
draw udfi" vertical and =A, through 
H draw SL horizontal, then HL 
will be the directrix of the para- 
bolic path Art. (85), Cor. The 
problem then resolves itself into 
this — to construct a parabola which 
shall pass through each of the points 
A, Pand shall have HL for its directrix. With A and P as 
centres describe circles touching the line HL, and let S be 
one of the points in which these circles intersect. 

Then since SA=^AH and 8P=^PL, A, P are points in 
a parabola whose focus is S and HL the directrix, and if -4 2^ 
bisect the angle HAS it is a tangent to the parabola at A, 
and consequently indicates the direction of projection. 

If S' be the other point in which the circles intersect, and 
AP bisect the angle HAS, then AT' indicates another 
direction of projection which will equally satisfy the problem. 
If the circles touch each other, then S, S' coincide, and there 
is but one parabola and one direction of projection. If the 
circles do not meet there exists no direction of projection 
which will satisfy the problem. 

The student will have little difficulty in reconciling the 
results of the above analytical and geometrical solutions of 
this problem. 

Cor. The locus of points P to any one of which there 
is but one parabolic path for the particle projected from A 
with given velocity, is a parabola having A for its focus, and 
H its vertex. 
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91. We have seen in Art. (89) that when a particle 
moves on a smooth inclined plane the change of velocity 
in passing from one position to another is the same as if the 
particle moved freely under the action of gravity through the 
same vertical space. We shall see in the next chapter that 
the same conclusion is true, if the particle be moving on a 
smooth curve. 

If then a particle moving on a smooth plane or curve 
quit it and subsequently describe a parabolic trajectory un- 
der the action of gravity— -and if v = »j2gh be the velocity 
at any point A of the path on the surface, h will be the 
vertical altitude above A of the directrix of the parabola : — so 
that we may find the position of this directrix without neces- 
sarily determining where the particle quits the surface. 

We will make use of the above result in the following 
problem. 

92. An inclined plane is fixed on a table, and from the 
foot of it a body is projected upwards along the plane vjith the 
velocity due to the height h ; after passing over the top of the 
plane the body strikes the table at distance z from the foot of 
the plane ; — shew that if the length of the plane be I, and a 

its inclination to the horizon be <-r-,the greatest value of z for 

given values of h and a is—; , and corresponds to the 

sin a cos a ^ 

value l=2h . 

cos a 

Let AB (= Z) be the inclined plane, AP the table. Draw 
AD = h vertical, i^T horizontal, produce AB to meet DT in T 
and draw TF at right angles to -4 jT meeting the table in P, 
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Now the particle projected from A with velocity = J^gh 
after quitting the plane at B will describe a parabola to which 
jBjTis a tangent and of which DTis the directrix. 













\ 



« » 
« t 



•.\ 



Also since tangents to a parabola which meet in the direc-, 
trix are at right angles to one another, therefore TP touches 
the parabola somewhere : — since then the body cannot pass 
beyond the line TP, the range on the plane AP will evidently 
be greatest when it touches at P, and we have 



5;=:-4P = ^r.seca=: 



2h 



sinacosa sin2a' 



Also BP will pass through the focus 8, TS will be perpen- 
dicular to BPy and the angles which TP makes with PB and 
the vertical are each =3 a. 



whence 



I _ AB __ cos 2a 
z " AP cos a 



•. Z = 



2Acot2a 
cos a 



Further, BP would not meet the table to the right of A 
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if 2a be > 5" , hence in order that the problem may be pos- 



IT 

sible a must be < -r . 

4 



Senate-House Prob. Jem, 18, 1854. 



93. Prob. a particle {whose elasticity is e) is projected 
with velocity v at an elevation a from a point in a horizontal 
plane ; to find the time in which the vertical velocity will he 
destroyed by successive rebounds and the total horizontal range 
described in that time. 

The particle will describe a series of parabolic curves in 
one plane ; the initial vertical velocity being v sin a, and the 
vertical velocities at the successive rebounds being ev sin a, 
^v sin a, e\ sin a, &c. 

Now the time of describing any one of these parabolic 

2tc 

curves in which the initial vertical velocity is t*, is = — , 

Art. (86). Hence the whole time which elapses before the 
initial vertical velocity v sin a is destroyed by successive 
rebounds is 

And since* the horizontal velocity continues uniform and 
= vcosa, the whole horizontal range described in this time 
will be 

iv sin a v* sin 2a 

— —/h r.VCOSa = — 7^1 -. . 

The particle will afterwards move along the horizontal plane 
supposed smooth) with the uniform velocity v cos a^ 
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Cor. The vertical velocity at the beginning of the n*** 
curve will be = 6*"^ • t; sin a, and if a» be the elevation at that 
time, wo shall have, since v cos a is the horizontal velocity, 

vertical velocity . - ^ 

tan OL = v: — : ri — i — ^ = e . tan a. 

horizontal velocity 

Also the time of describing the first n parabolas 

9 9 1-e' 

and the sum of the ranges of these n parabolas 

2i;sina 1— e* t;" sin 2a 1 — e* 

= . -= . V cos a = . ^;j . 

g l-e g 1-e 

94. The theory of the motion of projectiles given in this 
Chapter depends upon the suppositions stated in Art. 84, 
which are all inaccurate. The force of gravity without the 
Earth's surface varies inversely as the square of the distance 
from the centre of the Earth ; but the height to which a body 
can be projected from the surface is so small, that the varia- 
tion of the force arising from the change of the distance from 
the centre may be safely neglected. The direction of the 
force is everywhere perpendicular to the horizon, — ^but if per- 
pendiculars were drawn to the horizon at points on the Earth's 
surface five miles apart, the angle between them would not 
exceed 1', so that any error arising from the non-paraUeKsm 
of the force of gravity may be neglected ; and the same may 
be said of the very small errors arising from the rotation 
of the Earth about her axis, and her motion of translation 
in space about the Sun. The principal cause of error is the 
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resistance of the air, and this is so considerable as to render 
the conclusions drawn from the theory almost entirely inap- 
plicable in practice. From experiments made to determine 
the motion of cannon-baUs, it appears that when the initial 
velocity is considerable, the resistance of the air is 20 or 
30 times as great as the weight of the ball ; and the horizontal 
range is often a small fraction of that which the preceding 
theory gives. Such experiments have been made with great 
care, and shew how little the parabolic theory is to be de- 
pended upon in determining the motions of military projectiles. 

From a long series of experiments made at Woolwich, 
Dr Hutton arrived at the conclusion that the velocity t; of a 
cannon-ball on quitting the gun could be nearly expressed by 

/2P 

the formula v = 1600 w -™, Pbeing the weight of the charge 

of powder and TFthat of the ball 

And further, if the projectile be of finite size, and have a 
rotatory as well as 2i, progressive motion, the resistance of the 
air, which acts along the surface of the body (or tangentially), 
will in general change its direction, or the plane of its motion, 
or both. For this resistance increases with the velocity and 
the density of the air, and will consequently be greater on 
that side of the body where the rotatory and progressive 
motions conspire, than on the other side where they oppose 
each other : and the density of the air immediately in front 
of the body is greater than behind it. 

Another cause of irregularity will also exist if ^the ball 
be not homogeneous — ^as for example if it contain air-bubbles 
within, from imperfection in the casting — so that its centre of 
gravity does not coincide with its centre of figure. 
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The non-symmetrical action of these causes on the body 
will make it deviate from its plane of motion, except in the 
single case when the axis of rotation coincides with the 
direction of progressive motion. On this principle has been 
explained the irregular motion of a tennis-ball and the devia- 
tion of a bullet from the vertical plane. It is in a great 
measure remedied in the case of a rifle-ball, since the rifling 
of the barrel communicates to the ball a i*otation about an 
axis in the direction in which the ball is projected. 

(See Robins' Gunnery; Hutton's Tracts; Art. Gunnery 
in the Encyclopcedia Britannica.) 



P. M. 16 



( 242 ) 



CHAPTER V. 



MOTION ON A CURVE, 



95, When a body moves along a smooth curve the 
curve exerts a pressure or reaction upon the body at every 
point, but since this reaction is always perpendicular to the 
curve, it has no tendency to accelerate or retard the body. 
In order to determine the velocity of the body in any position 
we must resolve the forces upon the body in direction of the 
motion at successive instants, and examine the eflfect of these 
resolved forces. 

96. An inelastic particle descends down a smooth curve in 
a vertical plane under the action of gravity, to find the velocity/ 
of the particle in any position. 

We may regard the curve as the limit of a polygon whose 
sides are equally inclined to one 
another, by supposing the number of 
sides to be indefinitely increased, 
and the angle between consecutive 
ones to become evanescent. 

Let AA^...A^ be such a poly- 
gon; draw AjCiy, A^a^, -^gag... per- 
pendiculars on the vertical line 
through A. 

Let be the angle between suc- 
cessive sides of the polygon which 
are not necessarily of equal length, 
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u the velocity at A in direction AA^, 
Vi A^ AA^y 



V. 



A 



A^A^, 



V -4« 

Then we shall have (Art. 89) 
v^^ = u* + 2g.Aa^ 
similarly, v,^==v,^cos'0 + 2g.a,a. 



^n-l^mr 



when the particle 
comes to A^ it is de- 
flected in direction 
A^A^ and starts along 
A^A^ with velocity 
Vj cos 6 J 



/. <a6v 



adding and transposing we get 

v»'+(Vi' + t;,» + ...+t;Vi)sin»^=w' + 25r.^a„ (i). 

Now if a be the angle between the directions of motion at 
A and A^y and v the greatest of the velocities Vj, v^... 

and Aa^=^h, we have a= (n— 1) 6, 

and(i;,' + v/+...+v'„.i)8in*^<(w-l)v"sin'^; 

<sinfy 

e J ' 

and this vanishes in the limit when w is indefinitely increased^ 
a remaining finite, (in which case the polygon becomes the 
curve); 

/. d fortiori {v^ +v*+ ...+ v'^J sin* 

vanishes in the limit, in comparison with v^^ 

Hence iu the limit when the polygon becomes the curve, 
the equation (i) becomes 

16—2 



:'«. (? 
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which expresses the velocity at any point on the curve in 
terms of the initial velocity, and the vertical height through 
which the particle has fallen ; or suppressing the suffix, 

v* = 1*' + S^r A. 

97. Obs. In the above investigation we. have supposed 
the particle inelastic and moving on the concave side of the 
curve, towards which the force of gravity pulls the particle ; 
these suppositions being made in order that the particle may 
remain in contact with the curve. We shall see hereafter that 
a particle moving on a curve will, under certain conditions, 
quit the curve ; but the necessity of the supposition here 
referred to would be obviated by supposing the polygon 
AA^A^,., to be a polygonal tube (becoming a curvilinear 
one in the limit) of small bore, just sufficient to allow the free 
passage of the particle. The result arrived at for the velocity 
at any point would hold good in this case, and will be equally 
true for a particle moving either on the concave or convex side 
of a curve, so long as it remains in contact with the curve. 

Cor. 1. If the particle start from rest at A, then w = 0, 
and i^ = 2gh; i.e. the velocity, acquired from rest, down a 
smooth curve is equal to that which would be acquired by a 
body fallyig freely through the same vertical height. More 
generally we may interpret the equation i^ = u^ + 2gh thus : 
the square of the velocity at any point A^, is equal to the square 
of the velocity at any other point A, increased by the square 
of the velocity which the force of gravity would generate in the 
body in drawing it from rest through tlie same vertical space. 

This result it will be observed is independent of any par- 
ticular form of the curve. 

Cor. 2. If a body be projected up a curve, the vertical 
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height to which it will rise is equal to that through which it 
must fall in order to acquire the velocity of projection ; for 
the body in its ascent will be retarded by the same degrees 
that it would be accelerated in its descent. 

If u be the velocity at any point of a particle moving up 
a curve, v its velocity after describing a vertical height h, we 
shall have t;* = w' — 2gh. 

Hence if BAB' be a curve in a ver- 
tical plane, the lowest point of which 
is A, and the parts AB, AB are similar 
and equal, a body in falling down BA 
will acquire a velocity which will carry 
it up to B\ and the velocities at all equal 
altitudes in the ascent and descent be- 
ing equal, the whole time of ascent will 
be equal to the whole time of descent. 

It is moreover obvious that when 
the particle has arrived at B' it will descend again to A and 
rise to B, and so on continually ; i.e. the motion will be a reci- 
procating or oscillatory one, and the time of passing from B 
to jB' through the lowest point A is called the time of osdl" 
lotion. 

Cor. 3. Let BAB' be a circle (radius a) of which A is 
the lowest point, A the vertical radius, and BN drawn per- 
pendicular to -40 ; V the velocity acquired by a particle in 
descending from rest at B to the lowest point A ; then we 
shall have 

v^^2g. AN^ ig . ^'^""'t ^^^' ^ g. (chord AB)^ ; 




2a 



a 



/. V = /( -) • chord AB oc chord AB ; 
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i. e. tUe velocity at the lowest point varies as the chord of the 
arc of descent. 

The result will be the same if instead of the curve BAB' 
we suppose the particle attached to an inextensible string of 
length OA^ and fixed at 0. 

. 98. Obs, The time in which a particle will fall from 
rest from a point B to the lowest point A will not, in most 
cases, be the same for dififerent positions of B. But if the 
curve be a cycloid the time of falling to the lowest point will 
be the same, whatever be the point from which the body 
starts ; in other words, the time of oscillation in a cycloid 
(whose axis is vertical and vertex downwards) is the same 
whatever be the arc of oscillation. For this reason the cycloid 
is called an isochronous curve. 

This property of the cycloid is of great importance in the 
theory and construction of pendulums. 

We proceed to give a proof of it : but for the convenience 
of the student we will first give a proof (in the following three 
articles) of the properties of the cycloid which it will be neces- 
sary for him to be acquainted with. 

99. l)ef If a circle as TPS roll in one plane upon a straight 
line CBD, any point P fixed on the circle will trace out a curve 
CPAD called a cycloid. 

Let CPAD be the complete curve formed in one revolution of 
the circle, (7, D the points where the tracing point P quits and 
returns to the line CD, SPT the position of the cirple when the 
tracing point is at P, BQA its position when the tracing point 
P is furthest from the line CD-, then it is evident that the parts of 
the curve ACy AD will be equal and similar, — AB which bisects 
CD at right angles is called the axisj CD the hase^ and A the vertex 
of the cycloid. 
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Draw PQN perpendicular to AB, join PSy PT. 
P B S 
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Since P starts from C, and every point of the arc SP has been 
in contact with the line CS, — ^the arc SP = SG; and since the line 
CB is equal to the semicircle BQA^ which is = semicircle SPT, 
therefore arc PT=BS=PQ, since BQ is parallel and equal to PS. 

Hence if we suppose the circle to begin rolling from the posi- 
tion BQA with the tracing point at A, when it arrives at any 
position jP, the axe AQ = BS=PQ, 

(i) PT is a tangent to the cycloid at P. 

For when the tracing point is at P, the generating circle is in 
contact with the line CD at S, and this point S of the circle is at 
rest for an instant, or the circle is turning about Sy — consequently 
P is moving perpendicularly to SP, i.e. PS is a normal to the 
cycloid at P, and PT (which is at right angles to SP) is the 
tangent at P. 

(ii) The length of any arc -4P starting from the vertex is 
twice the chord AQ of the circular arc AQ cut off by the ordinate 
PQK 

Let P.Q.N'^ be an ordinate very near to PQN'; draw A F, VQt 
tangents to the circle at A, Q; then AV ia parallel to the base 
(and also to PjQN) — let YQ, AQ produced meet PjQ^, ^^ ^y ^» 
and draw tn perpendicular to Qq. 

U'ow ^F, VQ being tangents to the same circle z VAQ = z 7QAy 
and z YQA = opposite z tQq, and z tqQ = alternate z VAQ, 
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Hence z tQq=^ tqQy and .•. tq^tQ; consequently Qq = 2, Qn, 

Further, the smaller QQ^ is taken, the more nearly does the 
BTC QQ^ coincide with its tangent Qt, and is idtimately equal 
to it (Newton, Lemma vii). Hence tn is ultimately a small arc 
of a circle, whose centre is A and radius AQ^ — ^i.e. AQ, — and Qn 
ultimately measures the increment of the chord AQ. 

Also Qq is parallel to the tangent to the cycloid at P, and is 
therefore ultimately equal to the arc FF^. 

Hence the increment FF^ of the arc of the cycloid is ultimately 
twice the corresponding increment of the chord AQ, — ^and the arc 
AF and chord AQ begin together at A, — therefore a^c AF = 2 . chord 
AQ^2,,chordTF. 

Cor. 1. Since A(^ = AN. AB, .-. AF = 2^{AB.AN). 

CoR. 2. The arc AG =-2. AB, 

100. (iii) To make a pendtdum oscillate in a given cydoid. 

Let AB be the axis and 
DC the base of the given 
cycloid, and let BG be a 
semicydoid exactly equal to 
DA placed with its vertex 
at C and base BF parallel 
to BO; — BD another semi- 
cycloid equal to' GA placed 
with its vertex at D and 
base parallel to DB, 

Let BQS, SFT be any positions of the generating circles of the 
cycloids touching each other at S; Q, F the positions of the tracing 
points,— join QS, SF. 

Then arc FS=SG=EF=ajni SQ; hence since the circles are 
equal, the angles FSGj QSB are equals and therefore FSQ is a 
straight line. 
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But QSisa, tangent at Q to the cycloid £QC, and FS is normal 
at P to the cycloid CFA. 

Also the arc CQ = 2 . chord SQ = FQ. 

Hence if we suppose a string of length = length of semicyclpid 
HQC to be fastened at JS and applied to the cycloid UQC, and 
if it be then unwrapped, being kept always stretched, it will 
always be a tangent to the cycloid UQG, and its extremity will 
trace out the cycloid CA. 

"We have then this practical way of making a pendulum 
vibrate in a cycloid. 

Let two equal material semicycloids UQC, HD, be placed so 
as to have a common vertical tangent at E, and let a fine string 
of length equal to the semicycloid HQG be fastened at E, and 
have a heavy particle attached to its other end F. The particle 
will oscillate in the cycloid CAD, the string unwrapping from 
no as F describes GA and then wrapping itself on HB, whilst F 
describes AD, — ^and vice versa, continually. 

a 

101. (iv) The radius of curvature at any point F of the 
cycloid = FQ = 2 . FS= 2 . normal; as is evident from the pre- 
ceding article, or we may arrive at this result independently thus 
with the fig. Art. 99, 

Join £(/, BQ— the latter cutting AQ" in o, let FS, FS' the 
normals at P, F intersect in ff the centre of curvature at F, 
then since F0\ F'ff are parallel to BQ, B^ respectively, and 
PP'- 2 . Q'o ultimately, 

.-. PO'=2.Po = 2.P$ = 2.P/S' ultimately, 

Le. rod, cv/rv, = 2 . Tiormal. 

102. To find the time in which a particle milfoil down 
any arc of an inverted cycloid. 



\ 
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Let V be the point from which the particle starts from 
rest ; TTfl" horizontal meeting the axis of the cycloid AB in H. 




On AH describe a circle, and let the ordinates PN, PW of 
two contiguous points meet this circle in q, j' ; join Hq, Hg[^ 
and Aq cutting JJj' in 6, 

Now 



similarly arc -d.P' = 2Aq./i-^j^ ; 

:.PF = ^{Aq-Ai)J{^. 

Again, since the particle starts from rest at F, the velocity 
at P= velocity acquired in falling freely through the vertical 
height EN 

and since PP is very small the velocity of the particle whilst 
describing PP will be very nearly uniform and equal to its 
velocity at P, and the smaller PP is taken the more nearly 
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VfiU this supposition be true ; also, on the same supposition 
Aq — Aq may be ultimately taken to be = bq, — since Aqb 
being = 90\ Ah = A€[ ultimately, and /. Aq - A^ - hq. 

arc FP 
Hence time of describing FP = — = — - — —p ultimately » 

[since -^ = circular measure of z qSqy ultimately] ; 

i.e. the time of describing any small arc PP varies as the 
circular measure of the Gorrespondtng angle qSq. 

If then we take the sum of successive small intervals 
starting from V, we get the time of describing VP, — and the 
sum of the corresponding small angles is = ^ VHq^ 



vc-^ 



Cor. 1. When P comes to ^ the ^ FS/ becomes VHA==-^ ; 

.•. time from Fto A = ^ ^ i ] • 

The body after coming to A will ascend the opposite 
semicycloid AD to a point V such that AV = AV) and the 
time of ascending u4 F' will be equal to the time of descending 
VA, Hence the time of a complete oscillation from F to F' is 



-'V( 



2AB\ 

rr 
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Cor. 2. Since the time of oscillation in a cycloid does not 
depend upon the particular point from which the body starts 
from rest, the time is the same whatever be the arc of oscilla- 
tion, — in other words, the curve is isochronous. 

Cor. 3. If two equal semicycloids EC, JED (fig. Art. 100) 
be placed in contact at ^ with their common tangent vertical, 
and a string of length equal to either of them be fastened at 
JE, and have a heavy particle attached to the other end, — ^this 
particle will oscillate in the cycloid" CAD in exactly the same 
way as a free particle moving on a material cycloid CAD. 

If I be the length of the string, i. e. of the pendulum, 
l = AE=2AB; and the time of an oscillation from rest to 
rest will be 



="\/i- 



Hence at the same place on the Earth's surface the time of 
oscillation oc J {length of the pendulum). 

Cor. 4. The cycloid for a short distance from A will very 
nearly coincide with its circle of curvature at A, which is the 
cii'cle whose centre is E and radius AE, 

If then a pendulum of length I oscillate in a circular arc 

of very small amplitude, the time of oscillation ^nr\/ -, 

if 

Cor. 5. If I be the length of the seconds pendulum, 
Le. of the pendulum which oscillates from rest to rest in 
a second, . 

V the length of the pendulum which oscillates once in n seconds, 
— we have 



l=7ry^,n = ,ry^; 



9 
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103. The length of the seconds pendulum in the latitude 
of London has been found by experiment to be 39*1386 
inches : — from this value of I we can find g the accelerating 

force of gravity, for we have 1 = tt a/ - ; 

*/ 

.\ g = 7r\ Z= 386-28 inches = 32^-19 feet. 

CoR. If g, g be the force of gravity at two places A, B 
where the same pendulum beats n, n times respectively in the 
same given time, we can easily compare g^ ^ in terms of ?z, n. 

For if T be the given interval, we have 

T 11 T ri 



\n) g 






'9 '8 S 



g n nr 



n' — n n' + n ^n' — n , 

== 2 nearly, 



n n n 

if n' -* w be small compared with n. 

104. A seconds pendulum is taken to the top of a mountain 
of height h; to find the number of beats it will lose in a day. 

Suppose the force of gravity to vary inversely as the 
square of the distance from the centre of the Earth, 

Let r be the Earth's radius, h = the height of the mountain, 
g, g the force of gravity at the foot and top of the mountain. 
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if t, i be the time of an oscillation at the foot and top of the 
mountain, 

and if n, n' be the number of beats in the same time at the 
foot and top respectively, 

nt = ni ; 



n 
n — n 



n 



t V g 

1 h , 
r 



= 1- 



if A be 1 mile, r =p 4000 ; n = 24.60.60, 

, 24.60.60 



w — n = 



4000 



:^ 21-6 ; 



that is, a seconds pendulum would in this case lose about 
21*6 beats in 24 hours.. 

N.B. For points outside tlie Earth, the force of gravity yaries inversely as 
the square of the distance from the centre of the Earth : — ^for points within the 
Ea^ the force of gravity varies as the distance from the centre. 

105. When a particle moves on a plane curve under the 
action of any fcyrce, to find an expression for the acceleration at 
any point of its path in the direction of the normal. 

Let V be the velocity of the par- 
ticle at any point P of its path, FO the 
normal, PT the tangent at P. Take 
PQ any small arc described in time t, 
and draw QS perpendicular to PT, and 
therefore parallel to PO. As the par- 
ticle moves from P to Q the velocity 
and acceleration will in general vary. 
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Let v\ v" be the greatest and least velocity estimated 
parallel to FT^ as the particle moves from P to Q ; /', /" the 
greatest and least acceleration estimated parallel to TO ; then 
QS being the space through which the particle is drawn in 
direction PO in the time ^ by a force always intermediate 
to /', /", we shall have 

Q8>\fU'<{ff, 

and PS>v't<vt; 

therefore 2~08^7^^T'* 
Now when the arc PQ is taken continually smaller and 
smaller, each of the expressions --^ , tt/ becomes -^ in the 

limit, and a~~rrq i^ ^^^ same limit becomes the radius of 
curvature at P ( = /9 suppose). (See Evans's Ne^yton, p. 15.) 

Hence -^^p, or/= — , the expression for the normal 
acceleration required, 

106. By the first law of motion we know that if the 
force acting upon a particle were to cease at any instant 
it would proceed to move with the velocity it then has and in 
the direction in which it is then moving, i.e. in the tangent 
to the curve at the point where it was at the instant the force 
ceased. If then the particle continues to pursue a curvilinear 

path, the value of the expression — at any point measures 

r 

the acceleration in direction of the normal, which must operate 
upon the particle in order to deflect it from the tangent and 
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retain it in its curvilinear path. This accelerating force in 
direction of the normal has been frequently called the centri- 
fugal force of the particle, — vaguely conveying an impression 
as it were that the particle of itself resisted curvilinear motion 
and exerted a force per se to move in a rectilinear path, which 
innate tendency was only overcome by the action of some 
external force ; whereas the dynamical principles now univer- 
sally accepted, teach us that a particle of matter exerts no 
force upon itself, but submits passively to the action of any 
external force ; retaining whatever motion has been impressed 
upon it till it is modified by the action of some new force. 
We would recommend the student to avoid this vague use of 
the term oenirifugal force^ or if he uses it at all, to use it 
simply as an equivalent for the force in direction of the nor- 

2 8 

mal, viz. — or — , according as he is estimating the aoceXe- 

r r 

rating or moving force in that direction (m being the mass of 
the particle). 

107. A particle moves on a cycloid whose axis is vertical 
under the action of gravity; to find the pressure on the carve. 
(Fig. Art. 100.) 

Let m be the mass of the particle moving on the concave 
side of the curve, R the reaction or pressure which the 
material curve exerts on the particle towards ike concavity ^ 
which is consequently equal to the pressure which the pax- 

ticle jBxerts on the curve in the opposite direction, then — 

will be the accelerating force of this pressure ; also let ^ be 
the angle which the normal PQ makes with the vertical ; then 
since gravity acts downwards, gcos^ will be the resolved 
part of the accelerating force of gravity estimated in direction 
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R 

QP. and a cos 6 will be the whole actual acceleration in 

direction of the normal. 

But — measures the acceleration necessary to make the 

particle move on the curve as it actually does (Art. 105). 

These two expressions then must be equivalent, and we 

shall have 

vr R 

p m "^ ^ 



,'. R ==^ m (— + g cos <f>] , 



the required expression for the pressure. 

Cor. 1. If the particle describe a cycloid by bein^ 
attached to a string, as in Art. (102, Cor, 3), the tension 
of the string on the particle must be the same as the pressure 
of the curve in the previous Article, i.e. tension of the string 

in any position EQP= mi — h ^r cos ^ j . 

Cor. 2. If a particle move on any curve under the action 
of any force, and 8 be the resolved accelerating force in 
direction of the normal, estimated positive towards the con- 
cavity, we should get by the same reasoning as in the 

present Article, R^mi >S j . 

Cor. 3. Since the curve can only exercise a pushing 
force upon the particle, if the expression for R becomes nega- 
tive in any case (which indicates that the curve ought to 
exercise a pulling force) the particle will quit the curve, — and 
moreover will quit it at the point where R is = 0, provided 
P. M. 17 
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that as the particle passes through that point the expression 
for B changes sign from positive to negative. 

If the particle be moving in a tube of very small bore, 
instead of on a curve simply^ the direction of the pressure 
which the tube exerts upon the particle will change its di- 
rection at such a point as is here contemplated, i.e. if when 
the particle is on one side of the point the pressure acts 
towards the concave side of the curve, when the particle is 
on the other side of the point the pressure will act towards 
the convex side of the curve, and vice versd, 

108. "We will illustrate the principles of this chapter by 
the following problems. 

Prob. a particle descends down the arc of a smooth ver- 
tical circle, starting from rest at the vertex; to find where the 
particle will qwU the circle. 

Let V be the velocity of the particle 
in any position F in its course down 
the circle. 

AO the vertical diameter, O the 
centre of the circle whose radius = a. 

FN horizontal, POA = 0, B the 
pressure of the circle on the particle 
outwards from 0. 

Then v' = 2g . il^since the particle starts from rest at -4, 
and since the radius of curvature is the same at every point, 

and = a, therefore — measures the acceleration at P in direc- 

tion P : but ^ cos ^ is the resolved part of gravity in direc- 

R 

tion PO, and therefore or cos ^ is the whole actual accele- 

m 

ration on the particle in direction PO ; 
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/. — = or COS a : 

a ^ m' 

and V* = ^gAN^ 2ga (1 - cos ^) ; 
.\ B:= mg {S cos — 2). 

This gives the pressure at any point P, and so long as cos 

2 . . . 
is > ^ , jR is positive and the particle remains in contact with 

the curve ; but when becomes so large that cos ^ < « , then 

o 

B becomes negative, and it would require the curve to exert 
a pulling force in ^rder to retain the particle in contact with 

it. Hence at the point where cos0 = ^, B changes sign from 

o 

positive to negative, and the particle quits the curve. 

2 1 

At the point where cos tf = ^ , AN=^ h -4 (?. 

o o 

After quitting the curve the pi^irticle jwroceeds to describe 
a parabola. 

109. Pbob. a pariide is whirled round in a vertical 
plane, being attached to qm end of an inelastic string, fhe 
other end of which is fixed, — to find the tension of the string 
in any position, and the conditions that the particle may 
describe a complete circle. 

Let (Fig. p. 258) be the fixed end of the string whose 
length is =s a, P the position of the particle when the string 
PO makes any angle with the vertical OA, draw PN hori- 
zontal, then 

AN=aQ.-coa$}, 

17- -2 
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Let The the tension of the string when the particle is at P; 
u, V the velocity when it is at A, P respectively ; then 

v''=^u^-\-2g.AN-^u^ + 2.ga (1 - cos 0). 

T 

Also - = accelerating force of the tension of the string in 

direction PO, 

ff cos = resolved part of gravity in direction PO ; 

T 

.*. — \-g cos = whole acceleration in PO, 

= ^' , by Alt. (107), 
= ^+25r(l-cos5); 






^' + 5^ (2 -3 cos 0)}. 



This gives the tension of the string in any position. 

Tis least when cos^ = l; i.e. when 5=0 or Pis. at A, 
and increases continually as increases, till when 5 = tt (or 
the particle is at the lowest point), T is greatest. 

In order that the particle may describe a complete circle, 
the tension must never be negative, otherwise the string 
would become slack. 

If we make the least value of T zero, i.e. put r=0 when 
5 = 0, we get 



u^ 



a 



+ 5r(2 — 3)=0, or v^^^ga, or u=^Aj{ga); 



which expresses the least velocity the particle may have at 
the highest point in order to describe a complete circle. 
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The greatest velocity is at the lowest point, and if 

the greatest velocity = *^{^ga). 
The expression for the tension in this case becomes 

T= Smg (1 - cos 0), 

the maximum value of which is when cos ^ =s — 1, or when 
the particle is at the lowest point ; the tension is then equal 
to 6mg = 6 . weight of the particle. 

The conditions necessary to be fulfilled in order that a 
complete circle may be described are 

(i) the velocity at the lowest point must not be <Aj(5ga). 

(ii) the string must be capable of sustaining a strain 
equal to at least six times the weight of the particle. 

• 

110. We will conclude this chapter with a short account 
of the method employed by Newton to determine the elas- 
ticity of different substances. 

Let A, B be two balls suspended from fixed points (7, D 
by parallel strings, so that they 
may be in contact at the extremi- ^ ^ 

ties of horizontal diameters. If the 
balls be drawn aside through given \ 
arcs, the velocities with which they 
strike each other can be found 
(Art. 97, Cor. 3), and by a proper 

arrangement of these arcs they can be made to impinge upon 
each other when they are in their lowest position. By ob- 
serving the arcs through which they rebound, the velocities 
with which they separate after the impact can be obtained, 
and thence the coefficient of elasticity. 



V. 




../ 



/ 
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By experiments of ttis kind Newton determined the co- 

5 
efficient (e) of elasticity of balls of worsted to be about q, — of 

balls of steel it was nearly the same, — of cork a little less, — 

8 15 

of ivory e=Q, — and of glass « = Tp. See Prindpia, Bk. i. 

Bcholiwm, to ihd Lanvs of Motion; where Newton further 
shews how allowance may be made for errors arising from 
the resistance of the air. 

Again, if S be drawn asidd and allowed to impinge upon 
A at rest, the velocities of each after impact will be found to 
be the same as result from the principles assumed in the 
chapter on collision. 

Or again, suppose the balls to be of wood, and let one of 
them B have a small steel point projecting from it which 
would cause it to stick to A after the impact, — by properly 
adjusting the arcs through which the balls are displaced their 
velocities at impact can be made to be inversely proportional 
to their masses, and by loading one of them with lead their 
masses can be made to bear any proportion, — it will be found 
that they remain at rest after the impact, shewing that equal 
momenta in opposite directions destroy each other. 
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EXAMPLES NOT? INVOLVING FRICJTION. CHAPTERS I. II. 

1. Two given forces act at a point ; if the angle between 
their directions be increased^ the magnitude of their resultant 
will be diminished, and vice versd. 

2. Three given forces cannot be made to balance each 
other by any arrangement of their directions, if the sum of 
any two be less than the thi^dk 

3. Two equal forces applied at a given point have a 
resultant given in magnitude and direction, — find the locus 
of the extremity of the straight line which represents either 
force. 

4. If be a point within a triangle ABO, and D, E, F 
the middle points of the sides, — ^the system of forces repre- 
sented by OA, OBi 00 will be equivalent to those repre- 
sented by on, OE, OF. 

5. A circular hoop is suphpofted in a horizontal position, 
tod three weights P, Q, R Are suspended over its circumfer- 
ence by three strings mdetirig in the centre ; what must be 
their positions so tha^ they m6.y balance each other ? 

The angle between tHe direotitfliB 6t dny Uro stringft ^HU be given by the 
formolaB of Art. 23. 

6. The angles A, J?, of a triangle are 30^ 60^ 90* 
respectively. The point is acted on by forces in directions 
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CAj CB inversely proportional to CA, GB. Find the magni- 
tude and direction of their resultant. 

BesulU The resultant makes an angle 60<^ with CA and its magnitude 
: force in CA :: AB : CB. 

7. If a point be acted on by three forces parallel and 
proportional to the three sides AB, BC, DCoi a quadrilateral, 
shew that the resultant of the forces is represented in magni- 
tude and direction by EGE\ E being the middle point of 
AD, and CE' being equal to EG. 

8. If two forces P and Q act at such an angle that 
jB = JP, shew that if P be doubled, the new resultant will be 
at right angles to Q. 

9. The resultant of two forces P and Q acting on a 
particle is the samp when their directions are inclined at an 

z5 as when they are inclined at an 4: — — ^ to each other : — 

shew that tan ^ = V2 — 1, 

10. A uniform sphere moveable about a fixed point in 
its surface, rests against an inclined plane ; find the pressure 
on the fixed point. 

BevalU If a be the inclination of the plane and /3 the angle which the 
radius to the fixed point makes with the yertical, 

sino . I* /. 1: 

pressure =-: — : rr . weight of sphere, 

" Bin(a + /3) 

11. Two equal weights P, Q are connected by a string 
which passes over two smooth pegs A, B situated in a hori- 
zontal line, and supports a weight W which hangs firom 
a smooth ring, through which the string passes. Find the 

position of equilibrium. 

BesulU The depth of the ring below the line AB 

W 



2^^F^-W^ 



. length AB^ 
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12. The resultant of two forces P, Q acting at an angle 
is equal to (2w + 1) V(i^ + Q^) ; when they act at an angle 

^ - 0, it is equal to (2m - 1) V(P" + Q^ ; shew that 

. ^ m-1 

tan U = ;r . 

?w + 1 

13. Six forces in one plane represented in magnitude 

and direction by the lines OA, OB, OG, (7 A, O'B, OV, 

when applied at a point, balance each other. Prove that the 

algebraical sum of the triangles OBG, O'BC (considered of 

different signs when 0, O are on opposite sides of BC) is 

equal to two-thirds of the triangle ABC. 

% % % % % % % 

14. Two equal forces acting along the bisectors of the 
angles B and C of a vertical triangular lamina, keep it in 
equilibrium with the base BG horizontal. Shew that the 
triangle is isosceles. 

15. is the centre of the circle circumscribing the 
triangle ABG and forces act along OA, OB, DC propor- 
tional to the sides of the triangle : shew that their resultant 
passes through the centre of the inscribed circle. 

16. Three rods AB^ BG, GD, whose weights are propor- 
tional to their lengths a, b, c, are jointed at B, G, and rest in a 
horizontal position over two pegs P, Q : — ^find the strain at 
the joints B, G, and shew that the distance PQ between the 

P"S«^ = 2^ + 23T6 + *- 

17. A weight is supported by several strings of different 
elasticity, which are fastened to the same point of suspension 
and to the same point of the weight : find the tension of the 
several strings. 
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18. ABCJDy ABCiy ai*e two parallelograms, prove 
that forces actitig at a point, parallel and proportional to 
AA, SB, GC, D'D wiU be in equilibrium. 

19. Three forces P, Q, R acting in one plane at a point 
are in equilibrium; prove that the cosine of half the angle 
between the directioii of Q and R is 

\R^P--Q){P^Q^R) 



""2V ■ 



QR 



20. Assuming the parallelograiih bf forces with respect to 
the direction of the t"esultant for equal forces (Art. 18, i.), 
state the steps of the proof for forces in the ratio of 57 to 82, 
and reduce the number of steps to seven. 

21. Forces P, Q, R act at a point ; the direction of Q 
is opposite to that of the resultant of R and P, and the 
direction of £ is opposite to that of the resultant of P and 
Q : shew that P, Q, R are in equilibriuuL 

22. Determine a curve on which a h^avy particle will 
rest at any point under the action of sfe Central force varying 
as the distance from the centre. 

23. The altitude of a right cdne is A, and the radius of 
its base is r; a striflg is fastened to the vertex and to a 
point on the circumference of the circular base, and is then 
put over a smooth peg : shew that if the cone rests with its 

axis horizontal, the length of the string is = *Jl^ + 4r*. 

24i A rod 5 feet long has a string 7 feet long attached 
to its ends, and by this it is hung over a small stdooth 
fixed peg, so that the parts of the string are as 4 : 3. Find 
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the position of the centre of gravity of the rod and the 
pressure on the peg. 

Result. Depth of centre of gravity of the rod below the peg= — ^ , in- 

7 
clination of the rod to the Yertioal=8in'~^ ^~71> pressure on peg = weight of 

rod. 

25. A smooth circular ring is fixed in a horizontal posi- 
tion, and a small ring sliding upon it is in equilibrium when 
acted on by two strings in the direction of the chords P-4, 
PB; shew that it PC be a diameter of the circle the tensions 
of the strings are in the ratio oi BG to AG. 

26. Three forces P, Q, tt acting upon a point and keep- 
ing it at rest, are represented by lines drawn from that point. 
If P be given in magnitude and direction, and Q in magni- 
tude only, find the locus of the extremity of the line which 
represents the third force R, 

27. At any number of points of a parabola forces are 
applied, represented by the tangents and normals at those 
points, — shew that the parabola vnll remain at rest if the 
focus is fixed. 

28. A circular disc is kept at rest by three forces acting 
perpendicularly to the circumfei^nce at three given points 
therein ; shew that the forces are as the sides of the circum- 
scribing triangle that pd^s through those points. 

29. R being the resultant of P and Q, let R be equal to 
V3 . Q, and make an angle of 30' with P ; — find P in terms 
of Q. 

Result. P=QorP=2Q. 



268 PEOBLEMS. 

30. AB is a uniform rod, — of weight W, — ^moveable in 
a vertical plane about a hinge A ; a given weight P sustains 
the rod by means of a string BGP passing over a smooth 
pin (7, situated in the vertical through A and at a distance 
AC— AB, In the oblique position of equilibrium of the rod, 

p 

z-4CjB = cos"^^;-. 

W 

31. Two rods similar in every respect — (the weight of 
each being W) — are capable of motion in a vertical plane 
round a common fixed pivot at one extremity of each, and 
they are kept in equilibrium in a position inclined at ^5 to 
the horizon by a string placed over the other ends and kept 
stretched by two equal weights (P, P) at its extremities. 
Shew that 

, . 2P+F 
tan d= ^p . 

32. ABBC is a quadrilateral, and is acted on by forces 
which act in the direction of, and are proportional to, -45, ACy 
DB, DG respectively; shew that their resultant is parallel 
and proportional to the line joining the middle points of the 
diagonals, 

33. A lever without weight in the form of the arc 2a of 
a circle subtending an ^22 at its centre, having two weights 
P and Q suspended from its extremities, rests with its con- 
vexity downwards upon a horizontal plane; determine the 
position of equilibrium. 

Result, The chord PQ is inclined to the horizon at an angle 
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34. The ends of a uniform heavy rod are connected, by 
inextensible strings without weight, with the ends of another 
uniform rod which is moveable about its middle poiut. Prove 
that, when the system is in equilibrium, either the rods or 
the strings are parallel. 

35. If a uniform heavy rod be supported by a string 
fastened at its ends, and passing over a smooth peg; provQ 
that it can only rest in a horizontal or vertical position. 

36. Two equal circles intersect in A and B: any line 
JPQN perpendicular to AB meets the circles in P and Q and 
AB in N. Prove that the resultant of four forces repre- 
sented by PAj PB, QA, QB is of constant magnitude. 



37. Explain how a vessel is enabled to sail in a direction 
nearly opposite to that of the wind. 

38. Explain how the force of the current may be taken 
advantage of to urge a ferry-boat across a river ; the centre of 
the boat being attached, by means of a long rope, to a moor- 
ing in the middle of the stream^ 

39. The whole length of each oar of a boat is 10 feet, 
and from the hand to the rowlock the distance is 2 ft. 6 in. ; 
each of eight men sitting in the boat pulls his oar with a force 
of 54 lbs. Supposing the blades of the oars not to move 
through the water, find the resultant force propelling the boat. 

BesulU Propelling force =144 lbs. 

40. At what height from the base of a pillar must th6 
end of a rope of given length be fixed, so that a given power 
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acting at the other end may be most effectually exerted to 
overturn the pillar? 

BuulL -J. . length of zope. 

41. A uniform beam of length 2a rests against a yertical 
plane said over a peg at a distance h from the plane \ shew 

that the inclination oi the beam to the yertical is=sin^^^ | - j . 

42. A uniform rod whose weight is IT is supported by 
two fine strings (one attached at either end), which passing 
over small fixed smooth pullies carry weights ir^, w^ respec- 
tively. Shew that the inclination of the rod to the horizon 
is 

sm * * • 



43. Two equal uniform heavy straight rods are con- 
nected at one extremity by a string, and rest upon two 
smooth pegs in the same horizontal line, one rod upon one 
peg, and the other upon the other : — ^the distance between 
the pegs being equal to the length of each rod, and the 
length of the string being half the same : shew that the 
rods rest at an angle 6 to the horizon^ such that 

44. A string is knotted so as to form an equilateral 
triangle, and is placed i^rmmetriQ^lly within another equi- 
lateral triangle nine times as gre^t^ each knot being con- 
nected with the two nearest angles of this triangle by strings 
solicited with ^ t^nsion P. If T be the tension f(f tl|e tri- 
angular string, then will P = TjfX. 
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45. Two straight lines AB^ AC mc^e aa /2a with 
each other: when a certain force R is resolved into two 

> 

forces parallel and perpendicular to AB, P is the component 
parallel to AB\ similarly, when B is resolved into two 
forces parallel and perpendicular U> AC^ Q is the compo- 
nent parallel to A (7, — shew that 

and that the direction of R makes ^n i^ngle 

« 

with the straight line bisecting the 4 BAG. 

46. Two equal weights (P, P) are attached at the ex- 
tremities of a string which passes over three small pullies 
forming an equilateral triangle ; a small heavy ring ( W) is 
slipped over the uppermost puUy and descends by its own 
weight ; find the position of equilibrium. 

Resulu The portions of the string which are not vertical are inclined to 
the vertical at an angle 2 sin"^ f ^ ^~P ) * 

47. A uniform heavy rod of given length is to be sup- 
ported in ^ given position, with its upper end resting at a 
given point against a smooth vertical wall, by means of a fine 
thread attached to the lower end of the rod and to a point in 
the wall. Find by a geometrical construction the point in the 
wall to which the string must be attached. 

.48. A flat semicircular board with its plane vertical, and 
curved edge upwards, rests on a smooth horizontal plane, 
and is pressed at two given points (P, Q) of its circumference 
by two beams which slide in smooth vertical tubes ; find the 
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ratio of the weights of the beams that the board may be in 
equilibrium. 

Jtesult, li a, p he the angles whicli the radii at P, Q make with the 
lioiizon — ^then the weight of the beam at P ; that at Q=tan a : tan/3, 

49. Three equal heavy cylinders, — (weight of each= TT), — 
each of which touches the other two, are bound together by 
a string and laid upon a horizontal plane ; the tension (T) 
of the string being given, find the pressures between the 
cylinders. 

Residt, Pressure between the upper and either of the lower cylinders 

W W 

= T+ — 7=1 — between two lower cylinders =T- 



50. Three straight tobacco-pipes rest upon a table, with 
their bowls mouth-downwards in the angles of an equilateral 
triangle, the tubes being supported in the air by crossing 
symmetrically, each under one and over the other, so as to 
form another equilateral triangle ; shew that the mutual pres* 
sure of the tubes varies inversely as the side of the latter 
triangle. 

51. If ABC be a right-angled triangle, and ABDE, 
A CFG be the squares on the sides constructed as in Euclid 
I. 47, prove that the resultant of forces represented by (72>, 
BF is parallel to a diagonal of the rectangle whose sides are 
AEy AG. 

52. An elliptic lamina is acted on at the extremities 
of pairs of conjugate diameters by forces in its own plane 
tending outwards and normal to its edge : there will be equi- 
librium if the force at the end of every diameter be propor- 
tional to the conjugate. 
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' 58. Three equal rods are jointed by smooth compass^oints 
at the extremities so as to form an equilateral triangle. Find 
the direction of the pressures on the lower joints when the 
triangle is suspended from one angle. 

/3 
* Besult, They are inclined to the horizon at an angle tan*~^ -^ • 

54. One corner of a square lamina is fixed, and equal 
forces (P, P) act in order of direction along the two sides 
which do not pass, through that corner. If a single force 
applied at the centre of the lainina keeps it at rest, deter- 
mine this force, and the pressure on the fixed point; 

Result, A single force Jl^2fj2P acting perpendicular to the diagonal 
passing through the fixed point: and pressure on fixed point =^2P acting 
parallel and opposite to i2» 

55. A cylindrical shell, without a bottom, stands on a 
horizontal plane, and two smooth spheres are placed within it, 
whose diameters are each less whilst their sum is greater than 
that of the interior surface of the shell; shew that the cylinder 
will not upset if the ratio of its weight to the weight of the 
upper sphere be greater than 2c — a — 6 : c, — where a, b, c are 
the radii of the spheres and cylinder. 

56. Two forces in the ratio l+n:l where n is small, 
act upon a point in directions inclined at an angle a ; shew 
that the sine of the angle which the direction of the resultant 

makes with that of the larger force = f 1 — ^ j sin ^ nearly, 

57. An endless string supports a system of equal heavy 
puUies, the highest one of which is fixed, the string passing 
round every pully and crossing itself between each. If 
a, )9, 7, &c. be the inclinations to the vertical of the successive 
rectilinear portions of string, prove that cos a, cos )8, cos y, 
&c, are in arithmetic progression, 

P. M, 18 
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68. A heavy rod — (weight W, length 2a) — can turn freely 
about a hinge at one extremity A ; and it carries a heavy ring^ 
(P) which is attached to a fixed point G in the same hori- 
zontal plane with the hinge, by means of a string of length 
(c) equaj to the distance between the point and the hinge. 
The /.Q which the rod makes with the horizon in the position 
of equilibrium is defined by the equation 

Wa 

cos 20 + ^TrT cos 5 = 0. 

2rb 

* 59. A sphere of weight TFis moveable about a point in 
its circumference, at which a string is attached which passes 
over the sphere and supports a weight P; shew that the 
diameter of the sphere which passes through the point of 
suspension is inclined to the vertical at an angle 



= 8m-(p^). 



60. In a triangular lamina ABGy ADy BE, CFare the 
perpendiculars on the sides, and forces represented by the 
lines BD, CD, CE, AE, AF, BF, are applied to the lamina ; 
prove that their resultant will pass through the centre of the 
circle described about the triangle. 

61. Two uniform rods ABy BG oi similar material are 
connected by a smooth hinge at B, and have smooth rings at 
their other extremities, which slide upon a fixed horizontal 
wire : shew that the only positions of equilibrium are those 
in which the lesser rod is vertical. 

62. Two small rings without weight slide on the arc of 
a smooth vertical circle, — a string passes through both rings, 
and has three equal weights attached ..to it^ one at each end 
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and one between the rings; — In the position of equilibrium 
the distance between the rings is equal to the radius of the 
circle. 

63. A ring whose weight is P, is moveable along a 
smooth rod inclined to the horizon at an angle a, another 
ring of weight P' is moveable along another rod in the same 
vertical plane as the fotmer, and inclined at an angle a' to the 
horizon; a string which connects these rings passes through 
a third ring of weight 2 PF which hangs freely ; shew that the 
system cannot be in equilibrium unless 

P tan a — P' tan a! + TF(tana-tan a') = 0. 

64. A square rests with its plane perpendicular to a 
smooth wall, one comer being attached to a point in the 
wall by a string whose length is equal to a side of the square; 
shew that the distances of three of its angular points from 
the wall are as 1 : 3 : 4. 

65. A uniform square board is capable of motion in a 
vertical plane about a hinge A at one of its angular points; a 
string attached to G one of the nearest angular points and 
passing over a puUy vertically above the hinge, at a distance 
from it equal to a side of the square, supports a weight whose 
ratio to the weight of the board is 1 : V(2)» Find the posi*^ 
tions of equilibrium, 

JUsult, A makes with the vertical an z30<> or l90\ 

66. One end of a beam whose weight is TF, is placed on 
a smooth horizontal plane; the other end, to which a string is 
fastened, rests against another smooth plane inclined at au 
angle a to the horizon; the string passing over a pully at the 
top of the inclined plane hangs vertically, supporting a weight 
P, Shew that the beam will rest in all positions if 

2P=TFsina, 

18—2 
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'67. Two equalcircular discs — of radiiis r — ^with sipootb 
sedges are placed on. their flat sides in the corner between two 
smooth vertical planes inclined at / 2^, and touch each other in 
the line bisecting the angle; the radius of the least disc which 
may be pressed between them without causing themtoseparate 

1 —cos a 



r. 



cos ot 



68. One end of a string is fixed to the extremity of a 
smooth uniform rod, and the other to a ring without weight 
which passes. over the rod, and ^ the string is hung over a 
smooth peg. Determine the least length of the .stringj for 
which equilibrium is possible, and shew that the inclination 
of the rod to the vertical cannot be less than 45°. 

69. Two similar and equal smooth rods AB, BG, have 
a compass-joint at 5; a ring without weight slides on -BC^ 
being attached to A by a string, so that the rods can rest with 
their ends on a smooth horizontal plane. Shew that the 
mutual pressure at B is perpendicular to BG, 

70. Shew that the moment of a force represented hj AB 
about any line passing through a point P will be represented 
by double the projection of the triangle PAB on a plane per- 
pendicular to the line. 

Prove by this method of projection — or otherwise — that 
the sum of the moments of two forces (whose lines of 'action 
intersect) about any line is equal to the moment of their re- 
sultant about the same line. 



71. The sides of a rhombus A BCD are hinged together 
at the angles; at -4, (7 Are two pulling forces (P, P) acting 
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ih the diagonal AG; and at jB, D there "are two other pulling- 
forces {Q, Q) acting in BD; shew that 



^ DAB =: cos 



r.fP'-Q 






72. If the parallelogram of forces be^ true for any two 
forces making a given angle with each other, prove that it 
will be also true for any two forces making any other angle 
with each other. 

73. A particle P is placed in a smooth horizontal tube 
ABy and is acted on by two forces tending to two fixed points 
C, D, and proportional to the distances CjP, PD ; find the force 
necessary to keep P at rest in a given position. 

74. Two equal heavy beams AB^ CD are connected 
diagonally by similar and equal elastic strings AD, BQ, — 
determine the position of equilibrium when AB is held hori-, 
zontal: and shew that if the natural length of each string 
equals AB, and the elasticity be such that the weight of AB 
would stretch the string to 3 times its natural length, then 



AB'BC AG' 

75. A small smooth ring is capable of sliding on a fine 
elliptic wire, whose tranverse axis is vertical; two strings 
attached to the ring pass through small smooth rings ait the 
foci and sustain given weights: shew that if the ring be in 
equilibrium at any point, besides the highest and lowest 
points of the wire, it will be in equilibrium in every position. 

76. Two equal rods AB, A G without weight are con- 
nected by a hinge at A and are placed in a vertical plane 
resting on a smooth sphere so that the point A is vertically 
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over the centre 0. A heavy ring slides on a string attached 
to the two ends B and (7, the length of the string being twice 
that of either rod. If BD be the perpendicular drawn from 
B on AO produced, prove that in the position of equilibrium 
A . AD = 2BIJ^ : — supposing the sphere to be so small that 
the string is clear of it. 

77. A small ring (weight W^ is moveable on a rod 
whose inclination to the horizon is a^; another ring (weight 
W^ is moveable on another rod in the same vertical plane, 
whose inclination is a^; a slender thread connecting the rings 
carries a ring (weight W). Shew that 

tang ^ ^ W-h2W^ 
tano^"" W^+2H^/ 

78. Forces are applied at the middle points of the sides 
of a rigid plane polygon, perpendicular to the sides, and pro- 
portional to them in magnitude, all the forces tending in- 
wards or all outwards ; shew that the system of forces is in 
equilibrium. 

79. Two rods of e'qual uniform thickness have their ends 
joined by a compass-joint and rest in a circle whose plane»is 
vertical; prove that if the rods are at right angles they are 
equally inclined to the horizon. 

80. A smooth heavy rod AB — ^weight TF— moveable in 
a vertical plane about a hinge at A, leans against a heavy 
prop CD — ^weight P — also moveable in the same plane about 
a hinge at C. Find the position of equilibrium. 

Result. If AB=2a, CI>=2b, CA=c, I BAC=^e, L DCA=<t>, we shaU have 
cBin^=2&8in(d + 0) &nda^cdn2^cos(^ + 0) + i'&sin20=O. 
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81: A cylinder — (}ength=h, rad. base = a, weight = W) — . 
rests with its base on a smooth inclined plane — (inclination 
= a) ; — a string attached to its highest point, passing over a 
puUy at the top of the inclined plane, hangs vertically and 
supports a weight P; the portion of the string between the 
cylinder and puUy is horizontal : determine completely the 
conditions of equilibrium. 

Result. We must have P=Wiaaa, vdth the condition that tana is 

.2a 
not> -r- . 

82. A cylinder with its base resting against a smooth 
vertical plane is held up by a string fastened to it at a point 
of its curved surface whose distance from the vertical plane 
is h. Shew that h must be > J — 2a tan 9 and < b ; where 
26 is the altitude of the cylinder, a the radius of the base, 
and the angle which the string makes with the vertical. 

83. Four rods jointed at their extremities form a quad- 
rilateral which may be inscribed in a circle ; if they be kept 
in equilibrium by two strings joining the opposite angular 
points, shew that the tension of each string is inversely pro- 
portional to its length. 

84. A regular hexagon composed of six equal heavy 
rods, moveable about their angular points, is suspended from 
one angle, which is connected by threads with each of the 
opposite angles. The tensions of the threads are as V3 • 2. 

85. A string 9 feet long has one end attached to the 
extremity of a smooth uniform heavy rod two feet in length, 
and at the other end carries a ring which slides upon the rod. 
The rod is suspended by means of the string from a smooth 
peg ; prove that if be the angle which the rod makes with 
the horizon, then tan ^ = 3"* — 3"* 



86. If two forces" acting along cliords of a cirde' are 
inversely proportional to the lengths of the chords, their 
resultant will pass through one or other of th^ points of 
intersection of lines drawn through the extretnitilBS of the 
chords, 

87. A thread passing over a vertical hoop is held to the 
hoop by two equal rings P^, P^, * and a third equal ring 
P3 hangs on the thread between the two ; prove that if § be 
the point in which a tangent to the hoop parallel to Pj jF^ 
meets the vertical through P3, theu^P^^ is situated at the 
centre of gravity of the triangle P^ QP^, 

88. If lines be drawn from any point whatever to four 
fixed points in the same plane with it, and these lines repre- 
sent forces all acting from or all towards the point ; shew 
that their resultant will pass through a certain fixed point 
and will be proportional to the distance of the first fixed 
point from it. 

89. Three uniform beams AB, BG, CD, of the same 
thickness and of lengths Z, 2?, I respectively, are connected by 
hinges at B and C, and rest on a perfectly smooth sphere, 
the radius of which =21, so that the middle point of BO 
and the extremities of -4, Z> are in contact with the sphere; 

91 

shew that the pressure at the middle point of BC= ^-^ ^^ 

the weight of the beams. 

90. Three forces act in equilibrium at the angles of a 
triangle, one bisecting the angle at which it acts, and the 
other two making equal angles with the side opposite to 
that angle ; shew that the forces are as the sides opposite 
to their points of application, and that they will balance if 
turned through any equal angles in the same direction* 
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91. A quadrilateral is formed by four rigid rods jointed 
at the ends ; shew that two of its sides must be parallel, id 
order that it maj^ preserve its form when the middle points 
of either pair of opposite sides are joined together by a string 
in a state of tension. 

92. A cube whose weight is W rests upon a horizioptal 
table, and is cut by three planes passing through a diagonat 
of the upper face and the several comers of the lower face.' 
If the parts cut oflF be placed together again, their faces being 
supposed perfectly smooth, and be kept in equilibrium by a 
horizontal string tied round the cube, — ^prove that the tension 
of the string is J TF« 

93. A uniform beam PQ oi given weight {W) and 
length rests in contact with a fixed vertical circle, whose 
vertical diameter is AB, in such a manner that strings AP, 
BQ attached to the rod and circle are tangents to the circle 
at the points A and B, Find the tensions of the strings, 
and shew that the conditions of the problem require that 
the inclination of the beam to the vertical must be 

^emlt. If a=sinoliiiation of beam to the vertical, the tensions of the 
strings are } IT (cot a db sec a). 

94«, A particle is placed on a smooth square table at 
distances c^, c,, c,, c^ from the comers, and to it are attached 
strings passing over smooth puUies at the comers, and sup- 
porting weights Pj, Pj, Py P^'; shew that if there is equi- 
librium, 

a being a side of the table. , ; 
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95. A cone of given weight W is placed with its base 
on a smooth inclined plane (a), and supported by a weight 
W which hangs by a string fastened to the vertex of the 
cone, and passing over a puUy in the inclined plane at the 
same height as the vertex. Find the angle (2^) of the cone 
when the ratio of the weights is such that a small increase 
of TF' would cause the cone to turn about the highest point 
of the base, as well as slide. 

3 
JResult. tan /3 = ^ sin 2a. 

o 

96. A cone, the vertical angle of which is 2tan"*|, 
rests with its vertex against a smooth vertical wall, a point 
in its base being attached to a point in the wall by a string 
to which the axis of the cone is parallel when it is ih equi- 
librium; shew that the tension of the string is W Jt, and 
that the distance of the vertex of the cone from the fixed 

point in the wall is *f : — ^where W is the weight of the 

cone, and h the length of its axis. 

97. A bowl is formed from a hollow sphere of radius 
a: it is so placed that the radius of the sphere drawn to 
each point in the rim makes an -^ a with the vertical, and 
the radius drawn to a point A of the bowl makes an ^jS 
with the vertical ; — if a smooth uniform rod remains at rest 
when placed with one extremity at A, and with a point in 
its length on the rim of the bowl, shew that the length of 

the rod is = 4a sin fi sec — ^r— . 

98. Two systems of three forces (P, Q, E), {P\ Q\ R) 
act along the sides taken in order of a triangle ABC : prove 
that the iwo resultants will be parallel if 

{QE- QR) sin^+ {RF - EP) sin5+ {PQ' - P'Q) siu C7=0. 



FRICTION. CHAP. III. 283 



FRICTION. CHAP. III. 

1. Two parallel vertical walls — at a distance c — are one 
smooth and the other rough, and between them is supported 
a hemisphere — ^radius a and weight W — ^with its curved 
surface in contact with the smooth wall, and a point in its 
rim in contact with the rough wall ; the pressure on each 

wall = - TT, and the least coefficient of friction consistent 
/* 

.,, .,.1 . j2ac — <? 
with equilibrium = -. ==-• 

2. Two rough bodies rest on an inclined plane in a privr 
cipal plane, and are connected by a string which is parallel 
to the plane ; if the coefficient of friction be not the siame for 
both, find the greatest inclination (a) of the plane which is 
consistent with equilibrium. 

Result, If W, W be the weights, fc, it! their coefficients of friction, the 
value of tt=tan^— y ^ > . 

3. A uniform ladder 10 ft. long rests with one end 
against a smooth vertical wall and the other on the ground, 
the coefficient of friction being = \ ; find how high a man 
(whose weight is four times that of the ladder) may rise 
before it begins to slip, the foot of the ladder being 6 feet 
from the wall. 

Result, ^^ feet, along the ladder. 

4. A uniform and straight plank — length 2a — ^rests with^ 
its middle point upon a rough horizontal cylinder — radius c 
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— which is fixed, their directions being perpendicular to each 



other. Find the greatest weight that can be put upon one 
end of the plank without its sliding oflf the cylinder. 

Besult, P= ^ . weight of plank. 

a-ctajor^fi 

5. At what angle of inclination should the traces be 
attached to a sledge, that it may be drawn up a given hill 
with the least exertion? 

ResulL The inclination of the traces to the hill=tan~^/i. 

6. A string fixed to a point in a rough vertical wall is 
wrapped round a ball, which is then allowed to hang in 
contact with the wall ; determine the limiting positions of 
equilibrium. Find the coefficient of friction so that it may 
be. possible for the position of the string not in contact with 
the ball to be horizontal. 

BesulL The angle the string makes with the wall=8in~^-. For the 
latter part of the question /i=l. 

7. Two uniform rods of equal weight AB, BC are in 

a vertical plane and connected by a free joint at B\ the 

point A is fixed and G can move on a rough horizontal plane 

passing through A: if \ be the z of friction and 0, <l> the 

angles which the rods make with the vertical when on the 

point of sliding, 

cot ^ — 3 cot ^ = 2 cot X. 

8. P, Q are two pegs, G the centre of gravity of a 
slender rod passing over the nearer peg P and under the 
farther peg Q, and just kept from sliding in direction of its 
length by the friction between it and the pegs. Find the 
ratio oi PG to PQ in terms of /*, the coefficient of friction 
between the rod and pegs, and of a the inclination of the 
rod to the vertical. 

V Jteiult. PG : PQ=<iota- II : 2fi, 
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9. A ladder rests against a vertical wall, and is prevented 
from sliding by the friction of the ground and wall ; shew that 
when the ladder is on the point of sliding down in a vertical 
plane 

tangent of inclination to horizon = — -. — , , . 

where /*, /t'^ are the coeflBcients of friction of the ground and 
wall, and a, h the distances of the foot and top of the ladder 
from its centre of gravity. 

Will the extreme angle of inclination be increased or 
diminished if a man stands on the ladder ? 

10.. A heavy, hoop — weight W — :which has a string coiled 
round its circumference and a weight P attached to the free 
extremity of the string, is hung on a rough horizontal peg ; 
deteimine the positions in which it will rest. 

Result, If ^ be the angle which the radius drawn through the peg makes 

sin 6 P 

with the vertical, then •= : — :; = -i77 and tan ^=ii= coefficient of friction 

' 1-Bin^ W^ '^ 

actually in operation, 

11. The axis of a rough parabola is vertical, shew that 
the distance of the extreme points at which a particle will rest: 
under the agtion of gravity is = /a . latus rectum, 

12. A heavy body is kept at rest on o, given inclined 
plane by a force making a given angle with the plane ; shew, 
that the reaction of the plane, when it is smooth, is a har-t 
monic mean between the normal components of the greatest 
and least reaction, when it is rough, 

13. A right cone, the height of which is A, rests with its 
base on an inclined plane ; when the cone is on the point of 
sliding the coeflScient of frictioti between the plane and th^ 
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base of the cone is /x. Shew that the resultant action of the 

plane on the cone then acts at a point distant ^ from the 
centre of its base. 

14. A square lamina has a string, of length equal to a 
side, attached to one of the angular points ; the string is also 
attached to a point in a rough vertical wall, against which the 
lamina rests ; shew that the coefficicAt of friction being unity, 
the angle which the string makes with the wall lies between 

^ and J tan"^ J. 

15. One end -4. of a heavy rod -45(7 rests against a rough 
vertical plane, and a point B of the rod is connected with a 
point in the plane by a string, the length of which is equal to 
AB = c ; determine the position of equilibrium of the rod, and 
shew how the direction in which the friction acts depends 
upon the position of B. 

Result, The angle d which the rod makes with the yertioal upwards 

. ,2c-a 

=tan * , 

/Aa 

and the friction acts np or down according as c> or <- . 

16. A cylinder, with its axis horizontal, is held at rest 
on an inclined plane (a) by a string coiled round its middle, 
and then fastened on the plane ; find the conditions of equi- 
librium, friction being considered. 

If ^ be the angle the string makes with the plane obtain the equation 

• V sino 
008 (6'^a) = cos a, 

and discuss it. 

17. A cylinder, with its axis horizontal, is supported on 
a rough inclined plane, by a string coiled round it, which 
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after passing over a smooth fixed piiUy supports a weight n 
times the weight of the cylinder. Prove that sin a is < 2n^ 

and that fi {cosa + V2yisina — sin*a} is > n, where a is the 
inclination of the plane, and /jl the coefficient of friction. 
Determine the sign of the radical. 

18. A sphere of radius a is supported on a rough in- 
clined plane — (friction = /*) — ^by a string of length — , at- 

tached to it and to a point in the plane. Prove that the 
greatest possible elevation of the plane in order that the 
sphere may rest when the string is a tangent is 2tan"*/A, 
and find the tension of the string and the pressure on the 
plane in this case. 

19. An elastic string has its ends attached to two points 

on the circumference of a vertical circular \ire, the Kne 

joining them being horizontal and equal to the string's 

natural length and their distance 120^ The string passes 

through a small ring which slides on the wire. Find the 

oblique positions of equilibrium, and shew that there are 

2 
none if the coefficient of elasticity be not > -i= of the ring's 

weight. 

20. OA, OB are radii of a circular arc AB, the former 
horizontal and the latter inclined at 60® to OA ; find the co- 
efficient of friction according as a weight Q at £ is on the 
point of moving up or down the arc, a weight P being 
attached to Q by a string PA Q and hanging freely. 

BewlU In the latter case it = .-^ — , in the former /* = - v ^~-^ • 
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y.[i' 



21. A heavy hemisphere rests with its convex surface 
911 a rough inclined plane. . Find the gi'eatest possible incli- 
nation (2) of the plane, 

• Result, o=tan~^3, . ' 

O t • ■ 

22. A board moveable about a horizontal line in its own 
plane is supported by resting on a rough sphere which! lies 
on a horizontal table ; find the greatest inclination 6 at which 
the board can rest. 

Result, If /i= coefficient of Iriction between the board and sphere, 

. e 
tan^=/*. 

23. A cylinder is supported oil a rough inclined plane, 
with its axis horizontal, by means of a string which is coiled 
round it, and is attached to a point in the plane, so that the 
pari uncoiled is horizontal. If a be the angle of the. plane 
and the cylinder be only just supported — shew that the 

coefficient of friction = tan ^ , and the resistance of the plane 
p= weight of the cylinder, 

24. A heavy circular tube hangs over a rough peg, and 

. 1 

a rough particle of -th the weight of the tube rests within 

it ; find the highest position of equilibrium of the particle. 

If tan <f> be the coefficient of friction, between' the particle 
and the tube, shew that the tube will be on the point of 
slipping over the peg, provided the coefficient of friction 

between the tube and peg be = — — - — .- - . 

^^ VCn + lj^-sin^ 

25. Two weights P, Q of similar material, rest on a 
double rough inclined plane, and are connected by a fine 
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string passing over the common vertex: Q h on the point of 
motion down the plane — shew that the weight which may be 
added to P without producing motion is 

p sin 2(j> sin (a + )S) 

sin (^ — <l>) sin (a — ^) ' 

a, /S being the angles of inclination of the planes, and tan (j> 
the coefficient of friction. 

26. A uniform rod rests with one extremity against a 
rough vertical wall (/^ = u)' ^^^ other extremity being sup- 
ported by a string three times the length of the rod, at- 
tached to a point in the wall ; shew that the angle the string 
makes with the wall in the limiting position of equilibrium is 

tan"^ ^ or tan"^ - . 

27. A heavy uniform rod is placed over one and under 
the other of two horizontal pegs, so that the rod lies in a 
vertical plane: shew that the length of the shortest rod 

which will rest in such a position = a f 1 H j; where 

a = distance between the pegs, a = the angle of inclination of 
the line joining them, /Lt = coefficient of friction. 
******* 

28. Two equal rough balls lie in contact on a rough 
horizontal table, and another equal ball is placed upon them 

• so that the centres of the three are in a vertical plane ; find 
the coefficient of friction between the upper and lower balls 
fi, and between the lower balls and the table /ii\ when the 
system is on the point of motion. 

Result. Ai=3/=2->/3. 

P.M. 19 
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29. A rectangular table stands on a rough inclined 
plane, and has two sides horizontal; if the coefficient of 
friction of the lowest feet be /Lt, and that of the two others 
be fi, find the inclination (a) of the plane when the table is 
on the point of sliding. 

Besult. If the centre of gravity of the table be at a distance e from the 
plane, and 2a be the distance between the upper and lower feet, then 

tana=' ^^ . r' . . 
20+0"* -ii)c 

30. A straight uniform beam is placed upon two rough 
planes, whose inclinations tp the horizon are a and a', and the 
coefficients of friction tan \ and tan V ; shew that if 5 be the 
limiting value of the angle of inclination of the beam to the 
horizon at which it will rest, W its weight, and -B, R the 
pressures upon the planes, 

2 tan e = cot (a +V) - cot (a-X), 

R R W 



and 



cos X sin (a + X') oos X' sin (a — X) sin (a — X + a + X') ' 



31. One end of a beam can turn in every direction about 
a fixed point. The other rests upon the upper surface of a 
rough plane (coefficient of friction /a), which is inclined to the 
horizon at an angle a. If )S be the angle which the beam 
makes with the plane, prove that the beam will rest in any 

position if tan a be not > -j-: ~- — »-7rr- ^ 

32, Find the minimum eccentricity [e) of an ellipse 
capable of resting in equilibrium on a perfectly rough in- 
clined plane. 

JietulU If a = inclination of plane, we mnst have 

e* net < 2 tan a (sec a - tan a). 
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33. A rod of uniform thickness is placed within a rough 
hollow sphere, in a vertical plane passing through the centre; 
shew that if be the inclination of the rod to the horizon, whoQ 
bordering upon motion, 2a the angle subtended by it at the 
centre of the sphere, and tan )8 the coefficient of friction, then 

. n sin /S cos iS 

tan V = 7 -pr. ; -prr , 

cos (a + p) cos (a — p) 

34. A smooth sphere BCD rests against a smooth ver- 
tical plane CE, and is propped up by a beam AB whose 
extremity A rests on the rough horizontal plane EA, the 
weights of the sphere and beam being equal. Shew that if 
A be on the point of sliding, the angle which the beam makes 

with the horizon is tan"* [jrp f^ being the coefficient of fric- 
tion between th« beam and plane. 

35. Two bodies of the same weight rest upon two equally 
rough inclined planes, being connected by a string passing 
over the common vertex of the planes, the vertical plane 
which contains the two bodies being at right angles to each 
inclined plane : — if they be bordering on motion, shew that 
the coefficient of friction is equal to the tangent of half the 
difference of the angles of inclination of the planes to the 
horizon. 

36. A smooth sphere of radius a rests upon two parallel 
rods, which themselves are supported upon two fixed hori- 
zontal rods also parallel, and at right angles to the former. 
If tanX be the coefficient of friction, and the weight of one of 
the moveable rods be = \ sec 2X, weight of sphere, then the dis- 
tance between the two moveable rods in the position of rest 

= 2a sin2X^ 

19—2 
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37. A rough elliptical ring hangs across a horizontal 
rod : shew that it will balance on it with any point in con- 



6» 



tact if a>- , 

2Vl-e* 

38. A uniform rod passes over one rough peg and under 
another — (friction = /a). The pegs are distant b feet apart 
and the line joining them makes an angle 13 with the horizon. 
Shew that equilibrium is not possible unless the length of the 

rod be > J |l + -^^ifeet 

39. A rod of length a turns freely about a point which 
is at a vertical distance c above a rough inclined plane ; the 
lower end of the rod rests upon the plane: shew that if in its 
position of equilibrium the vertical plane through the rod 
cuts the inclined plane in a horizontal line, then 



/a" — d^ cos* a 



40. A rod rests in a state bordering on motion, with one 
end fixed at a hinge and the other resting against a rough 
vertical wall Prove that the pressure on the hinge is to 
the weight of the rod as 

Vl+/tA'' + 4 cot* a : 2 V/7Tco?a, 

fi being the coefiicient of friction, and a the angle between 
the rod and the wall. 

41. A heavy particle is attached to a point in a rough 
inclined plane by a fine rigid wire without weight, and rests 
on the plane with the wire inclined at an angle d to a hori- 
zontal line in the plane — determine the limits of 0, the ang]e 
of inclination of the plane being tan"^ (/i sec fi). 

42. Two weights A and B are connected by a string 
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and placed on a horizontal table whose coefficient of friction 
is fi. A force P which is <fiA +fiB is applied to A in the 
direction BA, and its direction is gradually turned round an 
angle in the horizontal plane. Shew that if P be greater 
than fiiJ[A^-\'ff), then both A and B will slip when 

cos g = ^' ^^^2BP ^ ^ ' ^^* '^ ^ ^ <fi^/{A' + B') but 

fiA 
>iiA, then -4 alone will slip when sin = ^-jj- . 

43. A semicircular arch composed of an odd number of 
equal and similar smooth blocks, is constructed upon a rough 
horizontal plane, prove that the number of blocks must be 
three, and that the coefficient of friction at the base must 

not be < -rrr . 

Also prove that the ratio of the internal to the external 
radius of the arch must not be greater than the positive 
root of the equation 

2V3(aJ^ + a: + l)+7r(2^*-a;-3) = 0. 

K the blocks, with the exception of the keystone, be 
rough, and if their number be n, greater than 3, prove 
that the angle of friction at the p^ joint from the base 
must be not 



<cot-|(n-2;>)tan^|-^. 



FORCES NOT IN ONE PLANE. CHAPTER IV. 

1. If a uniform heavy triangle is suspended from a fixed 
point by strings attached to the angles, the tension of each 
string is proportional to its length. 



l_ JW - U _P^l«i 
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2. If forces act along the sides AS, AC, BC of a tri- 
angle, respectively proportional to those sides — ^find the line 
of action of their resultant. 

3. The line joining the hinges of a gate "whose weight 
is Wis inclined at an angle a to the vertical; shew that the 
moment of the couple which will hold the gate in a position 
inclined at an angle )8 to its position of equilibrium is pro- 
portional to sin a sinyS. 

4. A straight rod without weight is placed between two 
pegs and forces P and Q act at its extremities in parallel 
directions, inclined to the rod ; required the conditions under 
which the rod will be at rest, and the pressures on the pegs. 

5. ABGD is a square, and forces P, 2P act along AB, 
BC respectively, forces 4P, 2P along AD and BC, — find the 
locus of the points, any one of which being fixed equilibrium 
would exist, and the pressure on such a point. 

6. A string fastened at a point A supports a weight P by 
passing under a rough handle of any form, the loose end 
being held so that the parts on each side of the handle 
are parallel; find the least force which will prevent the 
weight from falling, and the greatest which will not draw 
it up. 

7. A heavy uniform beam has its extremities attached 

to a string which passes round the arc of a rough vertical 

circle ; if in the limiting position of equilibrium the beam be 

inclined at an angle 60* to the vertical, and the portion of 

string in contact with the circle cover an arc of 270®, shew 

... 1 
that the coeflScient of friction is = ^— log, 3. 

OTT 
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8^ A heavy particle is attached to an endless string 
which passes round a rough circular cylinder in a vertical 
plane perpendicular to its axis. If in the limiting position of 
equilibrium the string in contact with the cylinder covers an 
arc of 270^ shew that the inclination to the horizon of the 
two portions of the string adjacent.to the particle are 

tan"*€"^ and tan'^e^T. 

9. An unstretched elastic string just surrounds a fixed 
square, two of whose sides are vertical, an equal square being 
introduced in the same plane as the former, and between it 
and thQ lower portion of the string, just rests without touch- 
ing it. The lower square is now turned about a vertical axis 
through an angle tt, so that the string crosses between the 
squares ; shew that the acute angle included in the posi- 
tion of equilibrium by the two portions of the string between 
the squares is given by the equation 

10. The ends of an elastic string without weight are 
fastened to two points A, B, which are in the same horizontal 
line, at a distance equal to the unstretched length of the 
string. A weight equal to the modulus of elasticity is at- 
tached to any point G of the string. If AD, BD be drawn 
at right angles to AG, BG, prove that 

AG BG _., 

AB+AD'^BA+BD" 

11. A number of unequal weights are attached to an 
endless string which is slung over a rough horizontal cylinder 
so that all the weights hatig free from the cylinder. Shew 
that in the limiting positions of equilibrium the vertical 
through the centre of gravity of. the weights divides the line 
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joining the points where the string leaves the cylinder in the 
ratio 1 : ef*-% where a is the circular measure of the part of 
the cylinder free from the string. 

If the cylinder be smooth the centre of gravity of the 
weights is vertically below the centre of the cylinder. 

12. An elastic string whose natural length = c passes 
round three rough pegs A, B, C, which form an equilateral 
triangle whose side = a. The natural length of the part AB 
of the string =c—a, and it is on the point of slipping both at 
A and B ; shew that the coefficient of friction 



3 , /2a- c\ 



13. A string passes over a rough puUy (rad. = a) having 
a concentric circular hole of radius b supported by a rough 
axle. If the equilibrium be limiting for both, shew that 

^ (1 + u*) a* — tji*b* cos a 

where a is the angle of contact. 

14. Three equal smooth spheres each weighing W, rest 
within a hollow sphere of n times their radius : shew that the 
pressure between any two of the small spheres 

2W 

V3(3n*- 6/1-1)* 

15. An elastic band whose unstretched length is 2a is 
placed round four rough pegs -4, B, C, jD, which constitute 
the angular points of a square whose side is a : if it be taken 
hold of at a point P between A and B and pulled in direction 
AB, shew that it will begin to slip round A and B at the same 

time, if AP= , fi being the coefficient of friction. 

1 + ea 
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CENTRE OF GRAVITY. CHAPTER V. 

1. ABGD is any plane quadrilateral figure, and a, 6, c, d 
are respectively the centres of gravity of the triangles BCD, 
CDA, DAB, ABC; shew that the quadrilateral abed is 
similar to ABCD. 

2. A triangular lamina, of which the sides are a, b, c, 
cannot rest on its side c on a horizontal plane if c be 



^/^ 



-b' 



3 

3. At each of n — 1 of the angular points of a regular 
polygon of n sides a particle is placed, the particles being 
equal. Shew that the distance of their centre of gravity from 

the centre of the circle circumscribing the polygon is 



r 



r being the radius of the circle. 

4. From an isosceles triangular lamina ABC, of which 
the sides AB, BC are equal, an isosceles portion A PC is cut 
away, AP, PC being equal ; (i) find G the centre of gravity 
of the remainder. Also (ii) find the condition that it may 
rest in neutral equilibrium when supported at the point P. 

Result. Draw BPD perpendicular to ACt then (? is in this line, and 
(i) BO=l{BP+ J5Z>)— (ii) BD=2. BP, 

5. Find the locus of the centres of gravity of all trian- 
gles inscribed in a circle, the vertex being fixed, and the base 
of a given length. 

Eesult. A circle. 

6. A triangular lamina ABC having a right angle at G 
is suspended from the angle A, and the side AC makes an 
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angle a with the horizon ; it is then suspended from B, and 
the side BC makes an angle /8 with the horizon ; shew that 

5(7*. tana = ^(7*. tan /3. 

7. If the sides of a triangle be taken, two and two, to 
Represent forces, acting in each case from the angle made by 
the sides, — prove that there is one point about which each of 
the three pairs will balance, and find the point. 

Result. The point is the centre of gravity of the triangle. 

8. If the centre of gravity of a triangular pyramid be 
the common vertex of four pyramids whose bases are the 
faces of the original pyramid severally, shew that these four 
pyramids are of equal volume. 

9. A square is divided into four equal triangles by draw- 
ing its diagonals which intersect in ; if one triangle be 
removed, find the centre of gravity G of the figure formed 
by the three remaining triangles. 

Jteault. 00= Q . side of square. 

10. Five pieces of a uniform chain are hung at equi- 
distant points along a rigid rod without weight, and their 
lower ends are in a straight line passing through one end (0) 
of the rod ; find the centre of gravity of the system. 

Also, shew that if the system balance about a point of the 
rod in one position it will balance about it in any position. 

Result, If OC be drawn to O the middle point of the longest piece of 

chain, G the centre of gravity iaia OC and 06==^ » OOy — the distance from 

to the first piece of chain being the same as the distance between any two 
adjacent pieces. 

11. AB, BG are two rods freely jointed at -B, -4 is fixed; 
find at what point in -BC a prop must be placed so as to sup- 
port them in a horizontal position. 
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12* A triangle rests in a fixed hemispherical bowl, shew 
that the pressures at its three angular points are all equal* 

13. A straight uniform wire ABC is bent at B so that 
the ^ ABG = a, and it is then suspended by a string from 
the point A : shew that it will rest with BG horizontal, if 

BC'= {Aff + 2AB ,BC) cos a. 

14. Explain why in ascending a hill, we appear to lean 
forwards ; in descending, to lean backwards. 

15. Why does a person rising from a chair bend his 
body forward and his leg backward ? 

16. What is the use of a rope-dancer's pole? 

17. A cone whose height is equal to four times the 
radius of its base is hung from a point in the circumference 
of its base ; find the position in which it will rest. 

JReiult, The base and axis are equally inclined to the vertical. 

18. Of what dimensions must a right cone be, in order 
that, when the- greatest sphere pos&ible has been cut out 
of it, the centre of gravity of the remainder may coincide 
with that of the cone ? 

ResulU The diameter of the base : altitude of cone=l : ^J2. 

19. A smooth body in the form of a sphere is divided 
into hemispheres, and placed with the plane of division ver- 
tical upon a smooth horizontal plane : a string loaded at its 
extremities with two equal weights hangs upon the sphere, 
passing over its highest point and cutting the plane of 
division at right angles ; find the least weight P which 
will preserve the equilibrium. 

8 

Result, P = TS weight of sphere. 
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20. A weight of given magnitude moves along the cir- 
cumference of a circle in which are fixed also two other 
weights; prove that the locus of the centre of gravity of 
the three weights is a circle. 

If the immovable weights be varied in magnitude, their 
sum being constant, prove that the corresponding circular 
loci intercept equal portions of the chord joining the im- 
movable weights. 

21. The three comers of a triangle are kept on a circle 
by three rings capable of sliding along the circle, and the 
circle is inclined to the horizon at a given angle ; find the 
positions of equilibrium. 

22. If the lengths of the sides of a polygon be inversely 
proportional to the perpendiculars let fall upon them from a 
point 0, within the polygon, — and if G, Q' be the centres of 
gravity, respectively, of the polygon, and of a series of equal 
heavy particles placed at its angular points, prove that OGG' 
will be a straight line, and that 00 =^2.GQ\ 

23. A thin uniform wire is bent into the forni of a tri- 
angle ABC, and heavy particles of weights P, Q, R are 
placed at the angular points; prove that if the centre of 
gravity of the weights coincide with that of the wire 

P: Q : B :: AB+AG : BG+BA : GA+GB. 

24}. If or, )S, 7 be the feet of the perpendiculars from 
A, B, G upon the opposite sides of the triangle ABG ', p,q,r 
the distances of the centre of gravity of triangle 0^7 from 
the sides a, 5, c of ABG, shew that 

P 



a* cos {B" C) 6' cos (0-^4) c'cos {A-B)" 
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25.. The portion of a right cone cut off by a plane will 
only just balance on a horizontal plane with the shortest side 
VA in contact : prove that the vertical through A in that 
position divides the opposite side VB in the ratio 3:2.' 

26. Three uniform rods connected by smooth hinges 
form a triangle ABC: — the weights of the rods being pro- 
portional to their lengths. If the rod A She held in a hori- 
zontal position with the plane of the triangle vertical, shew 
that the direction of the strain on the hinge at C is inclined 
to AB at an angle 6 given by 

\ 2 / 1 + cos (^ + jyj 

27. If a?j, x^, x^ be the co-ordinates of the angular points 
of a triangle referred to any axis, the co-ordinate of the centre 
of gravity of the triangle is = ^ {x^ + a?, + x^. 

And if x^, d?j, x^y x^ be the co-ordinates of the angular 
points of a tetrahedron, the co-ordinate of its centre of gravity 
is = i {x^ + x^ + ^3 + ^4)- 

^ Ki * * * * * 

28. Ay By C, Dy Ey F are six equal particles at the angles 
of any plane hexagon, and a, 6, c, rf, c, / are the centres of 
gravity respectively of ABGy BGDy CDE, DEF, EFAy and 
FAB, Shew that the opposite sides and angles of the 
hexagon ahcdefoxe equal, and that the lines joining opposite 
angles pass through one point which is the centre of gravity 
of the particles Ay By C, By Ey F. 

29. The line which joins the middle points of any two 
opposite edges of a triangular pyramid is bisected by the 
centre of gravity of the pyramid. 
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30. From the fact that a system of heavy particlies has 
one centre of gravity only, shew that the lines joining the 
middle points of opposite sides of any plane quadrilateral 
bisect each other. 

31. If the centre of gravity of a four-sided figure coin- 
cide with one of its angular points, shew that the distances 
of this point and of the opposite angular point from the line 
joining the other two angular points are as 1 : 2. 

32. A cone whose semivertical angle is tan"^ — . is 

enclosed in the circumscribing spherical surface ; shew that 
it will rest in any position. 

33. Give a geometrical construction for finding the centre 
of gravity of a plane quadrilateral area. 

34. If be the centre of gravity of a triangle ABC, 
shew that 

3{AG'+BG^+CG')^AE' + BC*+CA\ 

35. Two sides AB, CD of a quadrilateral are parallel, 
and their middle points 0, T are joined by a line OT of 
length c ; if AB = a, CD = b, and G be the centre of gravity 
of the figure, shew that 

36. A pack of cards is laid on a table, and each projects 
in direction of the length of the pack beyond the one below 
it ; if each projects as far as possible, prove that the distances 
between the extremities of successive cards wiU form a har- 
monic progression. 

37. Prove the following geometrical construction for the 
centre of gravity of any quadrilater^d. Let E be the inter* 
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section of tlie diagonals, and F the middle point of the line 
which joins their middle point ; draw the line EF and pro- 
duce it to G, making FO equal to one-third oi EF\ then G 
shall be the centre of gravity required. 

38. A right cone whose axis is a, and vertical angle 

2 sin~\ /( = j, is placed with its base in contact with a smooth 

vertical wall, and its curved surface on a smooth horizontal 
rod parallel to the wall ; shew that it will remain at rest if 

the distance of the rod from the wall be not > a nor < = . 

39. The weights of three particles Ay B, C at the angu- 
lar points of the triangle ABC are respectively proportional 
to the opposite sides of the triangle ; the centre of gravity of 
the three particles coincides with the centre of the circle in- 
scribed in the triangle. 

40. A piece of uniform wire is bent into three sides of a 
square A BCD of which the side AD is wanting; shew that 
if it be hung up by the two points A and B successively, the 
angle between the two positions oi BG is tan'^ 18. 

41. A frustum is cut from a right cone by a plane bisect- 
ing the axis and parallel to the base. Shew that it will rest 
with its slant side on a horizontal table if the height of the 
cone bear to the diameter of the base a gi-eater ratio than 

V7 : V17. 

42. A weight W is placed at on a triangular table 
ABGy supported in a horizontal position by three props at 
the angular points ; shew that the portions of the weight sus- 
tained by the props at A, B, G are proportional to the areas 
of the triangles BOG,AOG,AOB. 
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43. A right-an§led triangle is suspended successively 
from its acute angles, and when at rest, the side opposite the 
point of suspension in each case makes angles d, ^ with the 
vertical, — shew that tan tan ^ = 4. 

44. Through the angles of a triangular board lines are 
drawn to the opposite sides, each dividing the triangle into 
two equal parts. Shew that the area of the figure formed by 
joining the centres of gravity of these parts is J of the area 
of the triangle. 

45. A heavy square board of uniform thickness is sus- 
pended freely by one corner : and at each end of the diagonal 
which does not pass through that corner a weight is sus- 
pended, — shew that the inclination of that diagonal to the 

horizon is = tan"^ \ p ^ n^w ) ^ — where P, Q are the 
weights and W the weight of the board. 

46. Parallel forces act at the angles A^ B, (7 of a triangle, 
and are respectively proportional to the sides a, J, c, — shew 
that their resultant acts at the centre of the inscribed circle. 

47. Prove the following rule for finding the centre of 
gravity of any quadrilateral lamina ABCD. a, c are the per- 
pendicular distances of -4 and G from BD, Take F m AG 
such that FA : FG :: c : a. Join F with ^ the middle 
point of BB and take GE= J JEF. O is the centre of gravity 
required. 

48. A heavy triangle ABG\s hung up by the angle A, 
and the opposite side is inclined at angle a to the horizon, 

shew that 

2 tan a = cot jB *- cot C. 
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49. If the weight of each of three particles be proportional 
to the tangent of the angle subtended at it by the straight 
line joining the other two, — ^prove that the centre of gravity 
of the three particles is situated at the intersection of the 
straight lines drawn from each particle perpendicular to the 
straight line joining the other two. 

50. If G be the centre of gravity of a triangle ABC, 
prove that , 

Q cot AOB-V cot COB , cosec A OB cosec COB ^ 
^ -QB + GA—^ ZfG~^^' 

51. The comers of a pyramid are cut off by planes parallel 
to the opposite sides : if the pieces cut off be of equal weight, 
prove that the centre of gravity of the remainder will coincide 
with that of the pyramid. 

52. A round table stands upon three equidistant weight- 
less legs at its edge. A man sits upon its edge, opposite a 
leg. It just upsets and falls upon its edge and two legs* He 
then sits upon the highest point and just tips it up again. 
Prove that the radius of the table is aJ2 tim^ the len^h of a 
leg. 

53. If the vertical angle of a right cone of circular base 
be > sin"^ J, the upper frustum cut off by any plane will be 
supported with its base on a horizontal plane. 

If the vertical angle be < sin""^ J, determine the limits for 
the inclination of the cutting plane to the axis that the frustum 
may stand. 

54. A heavy right cone rests with its base on a fixed 
rough sphere of given radius, determine the greatest height of 
the cone compatible with stability, 

P.M. 20 
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55. Find the centre of gravity of an isosceles triangle, 
out of which an inscribed square has been cut. 

Besult, If 5 =(7 in the triangle ABC and AD be drawn from A perpen- 
dicular to the base, G the centre of gravity required lies in AD, and if 
jiA=2a 

2 l + 6tan»tt+8tan»a 
^^"3 3(l + 2tano)(l + 4tan2a) 

56. A triangular prism, each side of whose base = a, 
rests symmetrically between two smooth parallel horizontal 
bars at a distance =2c from each other; if the prism be 
divided into two equal parts by a vertical plane which 
bisects the lowest angle of the prism, the parts will remain 

5 1 

in equilibrium, provided c be < ^^ ^ ^nd > oT <*• 

67. A cube has two equal portions cut off by planes 
passing through a diagonal of one of its faces and two 
corners of the opposite face. If it be suspended freely from 
one of the extremities of the diagonal, shew that its two 

remaining edges will be inclined at tan"^ -^to the vertical. 



58. Two pieces of flexible chain of different weights 
but of equal lengths are fastened together so as to have a 
common extremity. They are then laid over a smooth verti- 
cal circle resting whoUy in contact with it. Find the posi- 
tion of equilibrium, 

59. A piece of uniform heavy wire is formed into a tri- 
angle ABC, and the middle points of the sides are joined by 
pieces of wire of the same thickness. If the framework so 
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formed be htiiig up from the z A, shew that AB, AC make 
with the vertical angles 0, <j> such that 

sin _ 5c{a + c) + 2ho 
sin <f> 5b{a + b) + 2bc * 

60. The centres of gravity of the area and perimeter of 
a polygon circumscribed about a circle^ lie on a diameter; 
and their distances from the centre are as 2 : 3. 

61. If ABC be an isosceles triangle having a right angle 
at C, and 2>, Ehe the middle points of J. G, AB respectively, 
prove that a perpendicular from U upon BD will pass through 
the centre of gravity of the triangle BB C. 

62. From a given rectangle ABGD cut off a triangle CD 
(the point being in AD) so that when the figure ABCO is 
suspended from the sides AO, BC may be horizontal. 

Besult. AO:AD=: ^-1:2. 

63. A imiform beam of thickness 26 rests symmetrically 
on a perfectly rough horizontal cylinder of radius a ; — shew 
that the equilibrium of the beam will be stable or unstable 
according as 6 is less or greater than a. 

64. A uniform wire is bent into the form of three sides 
AB, BC, CD of an equilateral polygon, and its centre of 
gravity is at the intersection of A C, BD ; shew that the 
polygon must be a regular hexagon. 

65. A pyramid, the base of which is a square, and the 
other faces equal isosceles triangles, is placed in the circum- 
scribing spherical surface; prove that it will rest in any 
position if the cosine of the vertical angle of each of the 
triangular faces be = |. 

66. Two equal heavy particles are situated at the ex- 
tremities of the latus rectum of a parabolic arc without weight, 

20—2 
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which is placed . with its vertex in contact with that of an 
equal parabola whose axis is vertical and concavity down- 
wards ; prove that the parabolic arc may be turned through 
any angle without ' distui;bing its equilibrium, provided no 
sliding be possible between the curves. 

67. Find the centre of gravity of the Volume included 
between two similar parallelepipeds which have a .common 
angle. Also determine the limiting position of the centre of 
gravity when the parallelopipeds approach equality. 

68. The centres of two circles which touch each other 
internally are made to approach indefinitely near to each 
other, — find the ultimate position of the centre of gravity of 
the area included between the circumferences of the circles. 

Also find according to what power of the distance from 
a fixed point in the circumference the density of a circular 
wire must vary, that its centre of gravity may coincide with 
that of the above figure. 

69. The centres of gravity of the area and perimeter of a 
plane triangle lie in a line which passes through the centre of 
the inscribed circle, at distances from it which are as 2 : 3. 

70. If n lines drawn from a point represent in magnitude 
and direction a system of forces acting at that point, shew 
that the resultant of the system of forces will be represented 
in magnitude and direction by n times the line drawn from 
that point to the centre of gravity of n equal particles placed 
at the extremities of the lines. 

71. The centre of the circumscribing circle of any triangle 
is the centre of gravity of four equal particles placed at the 
(fentres of the inscribed and escribed circles. 



CENTRE OF GRAVITY. CHAP. V. 309 

72. If a portion of a parabola bounded by the latus 
rectum {L) be placed with its vertex on that of a given 
cycloid, the convexities of the two curves being turned in 
opposite directions, the equilibrium will be neutral if 3L = 28a, 
where a equals diameter of generating circle of the cycloid. 

73. An elliptic cylinder, whose semiaxes are a, b, rests 
between two smooth inclined planes at right angles to one 
another, prove that there will be three positions of equi- 
librium if the inclinations of the planes to the horizon be 

> tan"* - • ' 
a 

74. A plane quadrilateral ABCD is bisected by the 
diagonal A C, and the other diagonal divides A C into two 
parts in the ratio p : q; shew that the centre of gravity of 
the quadrilateral lies in AG and divides it into two parts in 
the ratio 2p + q :p + 2q. 

76. If a right-angled triangular lamina ABC be sus- 
pended from a point D in its hypotenuse AB, — ^prove that in 
the position of equilibrium, AB will be horizontal if 

AD : DB :: AB' + AC* : AB\+BG\ 

76. If O be the centre of gravity of a system of particles, — 
D, A the distances of any one of them m from G, and (any 
other point), — shew that 

2 (m2)») = S (mA«) - S (m) G^(y. 

77. AB, BG are rods having a joint at B, A being a 
fixed hinge ; find the position in which the system will rest 
when a string from A is attached to a ring sliding on BG, 
supposed smooth. Find also the tension of the string. 
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78. In a triangular pyramid ABCD if a, h, c be the sides 
of the triangle ABC, and a, )8, 7 the edges meeting in D, 
shew that if ff be the centre of gravity of the pyramid 

i)G^ = i{3(a« + )8» + 7»)-(a« + 6«+01*. 

79. If each particle of a system be multiplied by the 
square of its distance from an assumed point 0, the sum of 
these products will be least when coincides with the centre 
of gravity of the ^stem of particles. 

80. The axis of a solid cone is bisected by a plane 
perpendicular to it; find the centre of gravity of the frustum 
cut off, — and prove that if the vertical angle of the cone 

11 

exceed cos"^ ,>, the frustum cannot rest with its curved 

surface on a horizontal plane. 



MACHINES. CHAPTER VI. 

1. The arms of a balance are equal in length, but one 
scale is loaded ; find the true weight of the body in terms of its 
apparent weights when suspended at each end in succession. 

EesulL The true weight = semi-sum of the apparent weights. 

2. Two men A, B of the same height bear a weight 
hung on a pole which rests on their shoulders ; where must 
the weight be placed in order that A may support n times as 
much as j5? - 

Bendt. The distance dl the weight from B mn8t=n. timef its distance 
fromX 

3. A uniform steel rod AB having a constant weight 
Pi and a scale-pan of weight hP^ suspended at B and ^ 
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respectively, is used as a balance by moving the rod back- 
wards and forwards upon the fulcrum C on which the whole 
rests. Shew that the beam must be graduated by the formula 

the weight of the rod being A?'P, and n being each of the 
natural numbers 1,2.3... taken in succession. 

4. If the pitch of a screw be -r , tan j> the coeflScient of 

friction, P the least force which will prevent the weight from 
descending, P' the greatest which can be applied without 
its rising, then 

-p^=sin2^. 

5. Weights of 3oz. and Jib. balance on a straight 
lever of which the longer arm is 2 feet ; find the length of the 
shorter arm. 

Remit, 9 inches. 

6. In any system of puUies in which a separate string 
passes over each puUy and the strings are parallel, prove that, 
if the tensions of the strings increase in geometric progression, 
SO do the weights of the pullies. 

7. Two weights P, Q are connected by a string FAQ 
passing over a pully -4, — P hangs vertically and Q rests on a 
rough inclined plane (a) and (\) is the angle of friction : — ^if 
the greatest and least angles which AQ can make with the 
plane be e, X, shew that 

tan' — 5—= tan \ . cot a. 



mmm 
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8. If P support TF on a rough inclined plane (a), P act- 
ing in a principal plane and at an angle e with the plane, 
and if P may have any magnitude intermediate to P', P" 
without produci^g motion and the plane be but slightly 

1 , ., . . P'-'P" sin a cose , 

rough, shew that fi ^ ^ . p,, • -^r—z — — ^ , nearly i 

In what case will this be the exact value of /i ? 

9. The length of the shorter arm of a common steelyard 
^ 4 inches: the removal of P through \ inch indicates an in- 
crease of 2 oz. in the weight W: — and the notch correspond- 
ing to a weight of 4 lbs, is 3 inches from the fulcrum : — 
determine the moment of the beam. 

10. If the same body be weighed successively at the two 

ends of a false balance whose arms are of unequal length, its 

true weight is the square root of the product of the apparent 

weights. 

« « ♦ ^ * « 4t 

11. If a man sitting in one scale of a weighing-machine 
press with a stick against any point of the beam between the 
point from which the scale is suspended and the fulcrum, he 
will appear to weigh more than before. 

12. Explain how a man by walking slowly up the surface 
of a large rough sphere may make it roll up an inclined plane 
or along a horizontal plane in any direction« 

13. If a tradesman's balance have unequal arms, a, 6, 
and he weighs goods alternately from one scale and the other, 
does he gain or lose by his balance not being true ? and how 
much? 

« 

BemlU His loss : a;pparent weight which he dispenses :: (a - &)' : 2ab, 
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14. The sensibility of a Danish steelyard at any point 
varies as the square of the distance of the point from the end 
where W is suspended. 

15. If a uniform wire be bent into the form of a triangle, 
and at the middle points of the sides there be placed three 
beads whose weights are proportional to the sides on which 
they are ; prove that when the beads are moved with equal 
velocities in the same direction along the sides there will be 
no change in the position of the centre of gravity of the 
whole system. 

16. If two weights support each other on inclined planes 
by means of a string passing over the common vertex of the 
planes, and the system is set in motion, the centre of gravity 
of the weights moves in a horizontal line. 

17. When P supports PP" on a rough inclined plane, and 



B is the pressure on the plane, explain the result when 

€ + <^is>90^ (Art. 110.) 

18. In the system of puUies where each string is at-^ 
tached to the weight, if one of the strings be nailed to the 
block through which it passes, shew that the power may be 
increased up to a certain limit without producing motion. 
If there be three pullies, and the action of the middle one be 
checked in the manner described, find the tension of each 
string for given values of P and W. 

19. In a wheel and axle, if the axis about which the 
machine turns coincide with that of the axle but not with 
the axis of the wheel, find the greatest and least ratios of the 
power and weight necessary for equilibrium, neglecting the 
weight of the machine. 
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20. Why is it easier to movB a heavy body when placed 
upon rollers than to draw it upon a rough horizontal plane ? 
Compare the rates of motion of the body and of the centres 
of the rollers. 

21. In the system of puUies of Article 106 — ^if the 
weight of the lowest puUy be equal to the power P, of the 
second 3P, and so on, that of the highest movable pully 
being S-'^P— the ratio of P to IT will be 2 : 3*- 1. 

22. In the Danish steelyard, if a^ be the distance of the 
fulcrum from that end of the steelyard at which the weight 
is suspended, the weight being n lbs. prove that 

1 9. 1 

+ -=0. 



^«« ^n+1 ^« 



23. In each of the three systems of puUies, if P and W 
receive any displacement their centre of gravity remains un- 
changed in position, 

24. If thx^ee forces P, Q, M are in equilibrium when 
acting on a particle, and the particle be slightly displaced so 
that^, q, r are the virtual velocities of P, Q, It respectively, 
shew that I)p + Qq + Iir:==0. 

Prove the principle of virtual velocities in the case of the 
Spanish Barton. (Art. 107.) 

25. In the system pf puUies where each hangs by a 
separate string, determine the relation between the radii of 
the puUies in order that, if their centres be at any tirae in a 
straight line, they may always continue to be so. 

26. If a common steelyard be constructed with a given 
rod, whose weight is inconsiderable qompared with that of 



J 
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the sliding weight, shew that the sensibility varies inversely 
as the sum of the sliding weight and the greatest weight 
which can be weighed, 

27. A heavy insect of weight w crawls on the lower cir- 
cumference of the wheel of a wheel and axlSy and so just raises 
a weight hwy the ratio of the radii of the wheel and axle 
being 10 : 1, — ^find the inclination to the vertical of the 
radius of the wheel which pgsses through the position of the 
insect : — shew that the insect is in a position of stable equili- 
brium, but that if it were on the upper surface of the wheel 
and at a point vertically above its present position, its equi- 
librium would be xmstable. 

28. If a wheel and axle be similar coaxial regular prisms 
so placed that every plane bisecting an angle of one bisects a 
side of the other, shew that the ratio of the least to the great- 

est power which will support a given weight is cos - : 1^ 
where n is the number of fswjes of the prism. 

29. If a power P balance a weight TT in a coYnbinatiou 
of n movable pullies, each of weight ©, shew that 

F= (P + fi)) (2"^^ - 1) - (n + 1) 0), 

the chords being parallel and each attached to the weight. 

Also if the weights of the movable pullies be P, 2P, 
3P,... the puUy whose weight is P being furthest from the 
weight, shew that 

30. Apply the principle of Virtual Velocities to deter- 
mine the ratio of the power to the weight, when the weight 
slides along a smooth vertical rod, and is attached by an 
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inextensible string to a point in the rod, while the power acts 
horizontally at the middle point of the string. 

31. A heavy particle rests on a rough inclined plane (a), 
being attached to a point in the plane by a string which 
makes an angle with the line of greatest slope down the 
plane ; — find the tension of the string, and shew that must 
not be > sin""^ (ji cot a) : where fi = coefficient of friction. 
Explain this result if /i > tan a. 

32. A rod AB, whose weight (p) and centre of gravity G 
are given, is to be used as a Danish balance, the substance to 
be weighed being suspended from B; A^, A^y,..A^ the points 
where the fulcrum is to be placed to weigh 1, 2,...n pounds 
respectively, are marked by pins (each of a given weight a>) 
being driven in ; find a formula for the graduation. 

Result, If ^0 be the position of the fulcrum when there is no weight at B, 
SAq=z, A^Ai^Xit AiA2=X22..Ar^i Ar^^Xf.,, we shaU have n equations of thd 
type 

Xf — ; ; ^ X\ ~- tKn —..•"■ •IV— i 

by giving r successive integral values 1. 2 .3...n, which together with the 

equation 

jp (5(? - z) = « {«n+ 2a;^_i + ... (n - r+ 1) av+ ... +nxj[ 

are sufficient to determine the n + 1 quantities z, a^, x^..,x^. 

33. A person suspended in a balance of which the anns 
are equal, thrusts its centre of gravity out of the vertical by 
means of a rod fixed to the furthest extremity of the beam 
of the balance, the direction of the rod passing through his 
centre of gravity ; given that the rod and the line from the 
nearer end of the beam of the balance to his centre of gravity 
make angles a, ^ with the vertical, shew that his apparent 
and true weights are in the ratio 

sin {oL-\-fi) : sin {oL^fi). 
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1. A body consisting of a cone and hemisphere having 
the same base, is placed upon a rough horizontal table ; de- 
termine the greatest height of the cone that the equilibrium 
may be stable. 

Besult, Altitude of cone= a/S . radius of the hemisphere. 

2. A solid is composed of a cylinder and hemisphere of 
equal radius, fixed base to base ; find the ratio of the height 
to the radius of the cylinder, that the equilibrium may be 
neutral when the spherical surface rests on a horizontal plane. 

ItesulU Altitude of cylinder =—rT radius. 

3. When a man stands on a hill, how is he inclined to 
the horizon and to the hill ? 

4. Two forces F and F' acting in the diagonals of a 
parallelogram, keep it at rest in such a position that one of 
its edges is horizontal ; shew that 

F sec a! = jF' sec a = W cosec (a + a ), 

where W is the weight of the parallelogram, a and a' the 
angles between its diagonals and the horizontal side. 

5. A cylinder rests with the centre of its base in contact 
with the highest point of a fixed sphere, and four times the 
altitude of the cylinder is equal to a great circle of the 
sphere; supposing the surfaces in contact to be rough enough 
to prevent sliding in all cases, shew that the cylinder may 
be made to rock through an angle of 90^ but not more, 
without falling off the sphere. The base of the cylinder 
being supposed to be sufficiently large. 
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6. If three parallel forces acting at the angular pomts 
A, B, (7 of a triangle are respectively proportional to the op- 
posite sides a,h,c; prove that the distance of the centre of 
parallel forces from A 

2bc A 

-a + j + c^^^ 2- 

7. Two equal spheres placed in a paraboloid with its 
axis vertical touch one another at the focus. If W be the 
weight of a sphere, jB, jB' the pressures upon it, prove that 

IP : R.K :: 3 : 2. 

8. Three equal cylindrical rods are placed symmetrically 
round a fourth one of the same radius, and the bundle is then 
surrounded by two equal elastic bands at equal distances from 
the two ends; if each band wh^en unstretched would just pass 
round one rod, and a weight of 1 lb. would just stretch one to 
twice its natural length, shew that it would require a force 
of 9 lbs. to extract the middle rod, the coefficient of friction 

being equal to ^ . 

9. ABCD.., is a string without weight suspended from 
two points -4, jF in a horizontal line ; and given weights TTj, 
T^j, TFg... are hung from the knots B, C, D... ; determine 
the proportion of these weights when the string hangs in a 
given form. (N.B. This is called a, funicular polygon.) 

If the weights be all equal, shew that the co-tangents of 
the angles which successive portions of the string make with 
the vertical are in arithmetic progression. 

10. Two strings of the same length have each of their 
ends fixed at each of two points in the same horizontal plane. 
A smooth sphere of radius r and weight TTis supported upon 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES IN STATICS. 319 

them at the same distance from each of the given points. 
If the plane in which either string lies makes an angle a with 

the horizon, prove ttat the tension of each is = -^ — cosec a ; 
a being the distance between the points. 

11. Strings are fixed to any number of points A, B, 0... 
in space, and are pulled towards a point P with forces propor- 
tional to PA, PB, PC] shew that wherever the point P be 
situated the resultant of these forces will always pass through 
a fixed point. 

12. Two equal weights P, P are attached to the ends of 
two strings which pass over the same smooth peg, and have 
their other extremities attached to the ends of a beam AB 
(weight W) which rests thus suspended ; shew that the incli- 
nation of the beam to the horizon is 

= tan"* ( J- tan a ) : 

.\a-Jro I 

a, 6 being the distances of the centre of gravity of the beam 

W 
from its ends, and sin a.= ^-p . 

13. A particle is placed in the middle point of a hori- 
zontal, equilateral, and triangular board, and is kept in equi- 
librium by three equal weights, which act by means of strings 
passing through the angular points. When the particle is 
moved in direction of one of the angular points, find the force 
tending to restore it to its position. 

If the force be half of the weight, the inclination of the 
strings will be = cos"* ( " I ) • \. 
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14. A cylinder — ^length h, diameter c — open at the top, 
stands on a horizontal plane, and a uniform rod — ^length 2a — 
rests partly within the cylinder, and in contact with it at its 
upper and lower edges ; supposing the weight of the cylinder 
to be n times that of the rod, find the length of the rod when 
the cylinder is on the point of falling over. 

. Result. 2a=(n+2)i^6* + c*. 

15. A uniform bent lever whose arms are at right angles 
to each other, is capable of being enclosed in the interior of 
a smooth spherical surface, — determine the position of equi- 
librium. 

Besult, The arms of the lever wiU be equally inolined to the yerticaL 

16. If c be the length of the axis of a frustum of a 
pyramid, — a, h homologous sides of its larger and smaller 
ends, the distance of the centre of gravity from the end a — 
measured along c — ^is 

_c a* + 2o6+3y 

What does this become (i) when a = i, (ii) when 6 = 0? 

17. If a triangle be supported in a horizontal position 
by vertical threads fastened to its angular points, each of 
which can just bear an additional tension of 1 lb., determine 
within what portion of the area a weight less than 3 lbs* may 
be placed without destroying the equiUbrium, 

18. A square — ^whose side = 2a — is placed with its plane 
vertical between two smooth pegs . which iare in the same 
horizontal line at a distance c ; shew that it will be in equi- 
librium when the inclination of one of its edges to the horizon 

9 9 

==ism^— ^, or=j. 
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19. A sphere rests upon a string fastened at its extre- 
mities to two fixed points ; shew that if the arc of contact of 

48 
the string and sphere be not <2tan"^^, the sphere may 

be divided into two equal portions by means of a vertical 

plane without disturbing the equilibrium. 

N. B. The centre of gravity of a half sphere, is at a distanoe from the 
centre of the spherical surface equal to f of the radius. 

20. A polygon of an even number of sides is formed by 
a number of rods which are connected by free joints at their 
extremities, and is kept in equilibrium by forces applied 
perpendicularly to the rods at their middle points — shew that 
the sums of the alternate angles are equal 

If the polygon be of an odd number (2w + 1) of sides, 
and Oj, aj...a8«+i be the angles, — shew that the direction of the 
strain at a^ on the side adjacent to a^, a^^^j is inclined to that 

^ "ff — ^ "/* 
side at an angle whose complement is ° *^*^ — 5—^, the 

forces being all supposed to tend inwards. 

21. An endless elastic string (without weight) when un- 
stretched, just passes round two pegs in a horizontal plane : 
two weights TT, W are hung upon it in such a manner that 
the string forms two festoons, the angles in these being 25, 
3^ respectively ; shew that if \ be the modulus of elasticity, 

then 

W W 

cosec + cosec^ — 2 = — sec 5 = ^-- sec ^. 

A A 

22. Three equal rods connected by two free joints are 
attached by similar joints to two points in the same hori- 
zontal plane. If the rod next to one of these joints makes 
an angle a with the horizon — and the reaction on the joint at 
its lower end an angle 0, — then tan 5= J, tan a. 

P.M. 21 
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23. A heavy equilateral triangle hung up on a smooth 
peg by a string, the ends of which are attached to two of its 
angular points, rests with one of its sides vertical — shew that 
the length of the string is double the altitude of the tri- 
angle. 

■ 24. A fine string A GBP tied to the end ^ of a uniform 
rod AB of weight W, passes through a fixed ring at G, and 
also through a ring at the end B of the rod, the free end of 
the string supporting a weight P : if the system be in equi- 
librium, prove that AG i BG ::iP+W'. W. 

25. A vertical cylinder is cut into parts by a plane in- 
clined at an angle a to the axis, and the parts are held together 
by a string passing in a horizontal plane round the cylinder, 
find the tension of the string, and shew how it varies for 
different positions of the string : — ^the common surfSsu^ of the 
two parts being smooth. 

26. ABy BG are two equal uniform beams united by a 
free joint at B, and hanging freely from a peg at A to which 
is attached a string passing to G\ — ^prove that the action at 
the joint is to the weight of each beam as 

74-3cos»(7:2^/4-3sin«a 

27. A picture frame is supported by one cord, which 
passes over a smooth peg and through two smooth rings, 
symmetrically situated at the back of the frame : the cord is 
weightless and elastic, and when unstretched, it just reaches 
through the rings : — e being the modulus of elasticity, and w 
the weight of the frame. Shew that the vertical angle (2a) of 
the triangle formed by the string is determined by the equa- 
tion ^(1 — sina)3=t£;tanat 
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28. Two small smooth rings of equal weight slide on a 
smooth elliptical wire of which the axis major is vertical, and 
are connected by a string passing over a smooth peg at the 
upper focus: — prove that the rings will rest in whatever 
position they may be placed. 

29. A right cone is held with its base against a rough 
vertical wall by means of a string attached to its vert-ex, and 
to a point of the wall vertically above the highest point of its 
base : — find the greatest length of the string for which equi- 
librium in such a position is possible. 

30. A rectangular board whose sides are a, 6, and weight 
W, is supported in a horizontal position by vertical strings at 
three of its angular points, — a weight 5 W being placed on the 
board the tensions of the strings become W,2W,SW', find 
all the positions of the weight. 

Compare Prob. 42, p. 302. 

31. Two weights support each other on two smooth in- 
clined planes, which have a common vertex, by means of a 
string which passes over a smooth puUy at a given height 
vertically above the vertex ; find the position of equilibrium, 
and, if the planes themselves be capable of motion along a 
smooth horizontal plane, determine the horizontal force neces- 
sary to keep them at rest. 

32. Any number of forces act upon a rigid body in one 
plane, — one point being supposed fixed, whose co-ordinates 
X, y are given by the equations 

xZX-^-ytY^tixX+yY)) 
xZ r- ySX= 2 {x r- yX) ; 

prove that the forces will keep the body at rest ; and will also 

21—2 
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keep it at rest if their directions be also turned through any 
given angle. 

33. A number n of particles of equal weight w are 
fastened to an endless inelastic thread of given length c, 
at equal distances from each, and the necklace so formed is 
placed on a smooth cone (2a) with its axis vertical and 
vertex upwards; find the tension t of the portions of thread, 
and the distance x of each particle from the vertex of the 
cone. 

Deduce the tension T of a heavy string W placed in the 
same manner on the cone. 



w 
BesulU < = - cos a oosec 

JU 



(xsiiia\ 
-IT- J' 

2n \ n J 



cot a 



2ip. 

34. A thin rod rests in a horizontal position between two 
rough planes equally inclined to the horizon and whose incli- 
nation to each other is 2a ; if /a be the coefficient of friction, 
shew that the greatest possible inclination of the line of inter- 
section of the planes to the horizon is tan"* . -r^ 



sma 



35. The line of intersection of two smooth planes A, B 
is horizontal ; a rod CD rests first with its extremity G in 
contact with the plane A, and secondly with the extremity D 
iu contact with the same plane. If 6, (f> be the inclinations of 
the rod to the horizon in these two positions of equilibrium, 
prove that tan + tan ^ is invariable, whatever be the 
length of the rod, or the position of its centre of gravity. 

36. Three rods OA, OB, OC are jointed together at 
in such a manner that they can be fixed in any position in 
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which the angles they make with one another are not less 
than right angles. The system is then placed successively 
on each of its three points A, B, G with the lower rod ver- 
tical, the angle between the upper two being the greatest 
possible. If a, )8, 7 be the values of this angle in the three 
cases (a the least of them) prove that 

cos a + cos /8 cos 7 = 0. 

37. Two smooth rings are connected with a third by 
inextensible strings without weight. The three rings sHde 
on a smooth wire bent into the form of a vei-tical circle. 
Find the position of equilibrium : and prove that, if the mass 
of each ring be multiplied by its distance from the vertical 
diameter of the wire, the algebraical sum of the products 
(considered of dififerent signs when the rings are on opposite 
sides of the diameter) will be zero. 

38. A rod AB\& placed in a fixed smooth hemispherical 
bowl of radius c, so as to lean against the edge of the bowl 
at P, with one end A within it. Find the position of equi- 
librium. 

Result. If be the inclination of the rod to the horizon, it is determined 

by the equation 

a 
cos 20=^ cos0» 

39. Three equal right cones stand on a rough horizontal 
plane with the rims of their bases in contact with each other 
and a heavy smooth sphere is placed between them. If the 
vertical angle of each cone be 60^ and the coefficient of fric- 
tion for the surface in contact be cot 60^ shew that the greatest 
weight of the sphere consistent with equilibrium is two- 
thirds of the weight of each cone : and find the magnitude 
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and position of the sphere if the cones are on the point of 
falling over. 

40. A weight P being placed upon a triangular table, 
place another given weight Q upon the table in such a posi- 
tion that the pressure on the three props at the angles may be 
equal. Within what limits is the problem possible ? 

Employ Prob. 42, p. SOS. 

41. If an even number of uniform beams of equal length 

and weight rest in equilibrium in the form of an arch, and 

ttj, flj-.o, be the respective angles of inclination of the first, 

second... w**^ beams to the horizon, counting from the top, 

prove that 

. 2n + l . 

42. ABOG, DEF are two horizontal levers without 
weight, B, F their fulcrums ; the end D of one lever rests 
upon the end G of the other ; HK is a rod without weight 
suspended by two equal parallel strings from the points E, O. 
Prove that a weight P at ^ will balance a weight W placed 
anywhere on the rod HK, provided 

EF_BG . P BO 
LF" BG' WAB' 

43. Two equal particles {w, w) are connected by two 
given strings (2c, 2c') without weight, which are placed like a 
necklace on a smooth cone (2^) with its axis vertical and 
vertex upwards ; find the tensions of the strings. 

BenUt. The tensions t, f are given hy the equations 

< __ t' to cos tt 

cos ^' "" cos "" sin (x sin a) * 

, . ^ c sin (x sin a) , ^, c' sin (x sin a) 

and tan0=-; ^ — ;-^., tan0'=— -7 — ^ — .-^. 

e +eco8(xBino) ^ e+e oos(x8ina) 



MISCB2XANE0TJS EXAMPLES IK STATICS. 327 

44. Two particles are joined by a string, and the system 
is in equilibrium on the convex surface of a cycloid whose 
, axis is vertical, and convexity upwards ; shew that their dis- 
tances along the cycloid from the highest point are inversely 
proportional to their weights. 

43. A sphere of given weight rests upon three planes 
whose equations are Ix + my + n^r = ; l^x-\- m^y + n^z = ; 
l^ + m^-^n^z = Q\ the axis of z being vertical; shew that 
the pressures upon them are respectively proportional to 
Ijrn^ — m^Zj, mj; — Z^m and ml^ — mj>, — and find each pressure. 

46. Six thin uniform rods of equal lengths and equal 
given weights are connected by smooth hinge joints at their 
extremities so as to constitute the six edges of a tetrahedron ; 
one face of the tetrahedron rests on a smooth horizontal 
plane : find the longitudinal strain of each of the rods of the 
lowest face. 

47. Two uniform beams of the same material and 
thickness, but of unequal lengths, are connected by a hinge ; 
the system is placed with the hinge on a smooth horizontal 
plane and the free ends in contact with parallel smooth 
vertical planes, the distance between the planes being less 
than the length of either beam : determine by virtual velo- 
cities the positions of equilibrium and the nature of the 
equilibrium. 

48. From any point within a regular polygon perpen- 
diculars are drawn on all the sides of the polygon : shew 
that the direction of the resultant of all the forces represented 
by these perpendiculars passes through the centre of the 
circle circumscribing the polygon, and find the magnitude of 
the resultant. 



328 PROBLEMS. 

49. A right circular cone has a plane base in the form 
of an ellipse, and when suspended from the point in which 
the shortest generating line meets the base rests with its 
longest generating line horizontal : if 2a be the vertical angle 
of the cone and ^ the angle between the plane base and 
shortest generatmg line, prove that 

4 cot /8 = cot a (3 sec 2a — 4). 

60. Three particles of masses A, B, G respectively are 
placed at the angular points of a triangle whose sides are 
a, 6, c : prove that the square of the distance of their centre 
of gravity from A is 

51. A heavy particle P is suspended from a fixed point 
by two inextensible strings, each of length I : and a uniform 
rod of weight W and length 2a has a small smooth ring at 
each end, through each of which one string passes : prove 

that if w^ = — ^-^a ' y the system will be in equilibrium 

when the rod is horizontal, and the upper part of each 
string inclined to the vertical at an angle whose sine is the 
greater root of the equation 



-t{ 



V2P + a'l . a* 



g'-TU+ . -^ + ^=0. 



r-j^-^p 



62. The twelve edges of a regular octahedron are foimed 
of rods hinged together at the angles, and the opposite angles 
are connected by elastic strings : if the tensions of the three 
strings are Xy Y, Z respectively, shew that the pressure 
along any of the rods connecting the extremities of the 

1 

strings whose tensions are Fand Z\% -^-ja {Y+Z^X), 
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53. Three equal forces act at one point : a, /3,y are the 
angles between their directions so that a + )8 + 7 = 27r ; shew 
that their resultant bears to any one of these the ratio 

(1 — 8 cos ^ cos ^ cos ^ j : 1. 

64. Two systems of three forces (P, Q, B), {F, Q\ R) 
act along the sides taken in order of a triangle -45(7: prove 
that the two resultants will be parallel if 

(QiT - QR) sin ^ + {RF -EP) sin B 

+ (PQ'-P'Q) sin (7=0. 

55. In a system of puUies where each hangs by a sepa- 
rate string, if TT be the weight supported, and w^, co^,... (o^ 
the* weights of the moveable pullies, there will be no me- 
chanical advantage, unless 

be positive. 

66. A weight is suspended from the middle point of a 
string whose ends are attached to rings which can slide along 
a fixed horizontal rod, — prove by the principle of virtual 
velocities that the inclination of each part of the string to the 
vertical cannot be > tan'^* 

57. Three beads (of masses a, /8, 7) are strung on an 
endless string ; if they repel each other with a force <f) (r), 
where r is the distance, shew that in equilibrium they will 
form a triangle whose sides a, h, c are determined by 

a /8 7 *. 

68. Four equal rods (each of weight W) forming a 
rhombus ABCD (^ BCD = 2a), and connected by smooth 
joints at A, B, C, and D, rest in a vertical plane with the joint 
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(7 on a horizontal plane and the diagonal A G vertical — ^the 
middle points of BC, CD being joined by a string: find the 
magnitude and direction of the strain at the joints A and B, 
and shew that the tension of the string = 4Trtan a. 

59. One fixed and n equal moveable puUies are arranged 
according to the first and third systems respectively. The 
weights which the same power P can sustain are found to be 
in the ratio of 1 : 2. Shew that the weight of a puUy 

P 



must be 



2"-«-.n-4' 



60. The centre of gravity of the four faces of a tri- 
angular pyramid coincides with the centre of the sphere 
inscribed in the pyramid whose angular points are the 
centres of gravity of the faces. 

61. If through the centre of gravity of each of the faces 
of any polyhedron there act a force, in direction perpendicular 
to the face and in magnitude proportional to its area, the 
system will be in equilibrium, supposing all the forces to act 
inwards or all to act outwards. 

62. A frame formed of four uniform rods of the length (a) 
connected by smooth hinges is hung over two smooth pegs 

in the same horizontal line at a distance -y= , the two pegs 

being in contact with diflFerent rods. Shew that in the 
position of equilibrium each angle = 90°. 

Is the equilibrium stable or unstable ? 

63. A heavy triangle ABG is suspended from a point 
by three strings, mutually si right angles, attached to the 
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angular points of the triangle ; if ^ be the inclination of the 
triangle to the horizon in its position of equilibrium, then 

^^^g^ 3 

V (1 + sec ^ sec 5 sec (7) 

64. From a right cone, the diameter of whose base is 
equal to its altitude, is cut a right cylinder the diameter of 
whose base is equal to its altitude, — their a*xes being in the 
same line, and the base of the cylinder lying in the base of 
the cone ; from the remaining cone a similar cylinder is cut, 
and so on, indefinitely ; shew that the distance of the centre 
of gravity of the remaining portion from the base of the cone 
is ^ altitude of cone. 

65. A uniform rod of length I is cut into three pieces 
a, b, c, and these are formed into a triangle ; when the triangle 
is placed in unstable equilibrium, resting with its plane ver- 
tical and one of its angular points upon a smooth horizontal 
plane, find the angle which the uppermost side makes with 
the horizon; — and shew that if a, /8, 7 be the three angles 
corresponding to the several cases of a, 6, c being the upper- 
most side^ then 

{l+a) tana+(?+6) tan/8+(Z+c) tany^O. 

66. A string of equal spherical beads is placed upon a 
smooth cone (2a) having its axis vertical, the beads being just 
in contact with each other, so that there is no pressure be- 
tween them. Find the tension t of the string ; and deduce 
the limiting value T, when the number of beads is indefinitely 
great. 

Besult, If TF=snm of the weights of the beads 

JTcota ^ TFcotg 

2»sin — 
n 
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67. A weight is supported on a rough inclined plane (a) 
by a force exactly equal to it. Shew that the direction of 
the force may be changed through an angle 4 tan"^ p without 
disturbing the equilibrium of the weight, — ^provided that 

tan"* fi is not < ^ nor > ^ — a. 

68. An even number of equal and uniform spherical 
balls are slung in contact with each other on a fixed smooth 
cylinder, whose axis is horizontal, by means of a string 
which passes through smooth grooves pierced from the points 
of contact of adjacent balls to the centres of the respective 
balls. If the balls entirely surround the cylinder, and the 
tension of the string be such that there is no pressure be- 
tween the fixed cylinder and the lowest ball which touches 
the cyHnder at its lowest point, shew that the pressure be- 
tween the cylinder and the highest ball la four times the 
weight of each hall, 

69. Three particles are connected by strings so as to 
form a triangle, and they are mutually repulsive : shew that if 
one particle be suddenly annihilated the tension of the string 
connecting the other two will remain unaltered. 

70. The particles of two circular discs repel each other 
with a force varying a& the distance. An endless elastic 
string passes round their circumferences crossing between 
them. If the discs were held in contact, the string would be 
unstretched, and the resultant repulsion would be equal to 
the modulus of elasticity. Shew that for equilibrium 

sin^(sin^ — ^cos^ =^ , 

where 26 is the ^ between the radii of either disc at the 
points where the string leaves it. 
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71. Two uniform beams whose lengths are a and c are 
capable of moving about hinges at their extremities placed 
in the same horizontal plane. Another beam h is hinged to 
their other extremities so that the system is above the hori- 
zontal plane. If there be equilibrium, the difiference be- 
tween the lengths of the beams will be proportional to the 
difference between the tangents of the angles which they 
make with the horizon. 

72. Two equal beams AB, AG, connected by a hinge 
at' -4, are placed in a vertical plane with their extremities 
B, C resting on a horizontal plane; they are kept from falling 
by strings connecting B and C with the middle points of the 
opposite sides ; shew that the ratio of the tension of either 
string to the weight of either beam = ^ V(S cot'^+ cosec*^), 
6 being the inclination of either beam to the horizon. 

73. A imiform beam is supported upon the circumference 
of a circle of radius r in a vertical plane, by means of a string 
of given length c, fastened at one end to the highest point of 
the circumference, at the other end to one extremity of the 
beam ; find the length of the beam that the string may be 
horizontal. 



Result, Length of beam 



-m)'- 



74. If the sector of a circle balance about the chord of 
the arc, prove that, 2a being the angle of the sector, 

2 tan a = 3a. 

75. Two spheres of densities p, a- and radii a, h rest in 
a paraboloid whose axis is vertical, ' and touch each other at 
the focus,— shew that pV* = (tV^. Also if W, W be their 
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weights, and B, R the pressures oh the paraboloid at the 
points of contact, 

W w'^Kw . WJ' 

76. Two weights of diflFerent material are laid on an 
inclined plane, connected by a string extended to its fuU 
length, inclined at an angle -^ to the line of intersection of 
the inclined plane with the horizon ; if the lower weight be 
on the point of motion, find the magnitude and direction of 
the force of friction on the upper weight. 

77. An endless string hangs at rest over two pegs in the 
same horizontal plane, with a heavy puUy in each festoon of 
the string ; — if the weight of one pully be double that of the 
other, shew that the angle between the portions of the upper 
festoon must be > 120^ 

78. Two uniform beams loosely jointed at one extremity 
are placed upon the smooth arc of a parabola, whose axis is 
vertical and vertex upwards. If I be the semi-latus-rectum 
of the parabola, and a, 6 the lengths of the beams, shew that 
they will rest in equilibrium at right angles to each other, 
if l{a + h) (a* + J*)' = a^6*, — and find the position of equili- 
brium. 

79. A heavy ring hangs loose upon a fixed horizontal 
cylinder, and is pulled by a string at its lowest point parallel 
to the axis of the cylinder : find the limiting position of rest 
when the coefficient of friction is given ; — and shew that if 
the coefficient of friction exceed a certain value, no force so 
applied can make the ring slide. 

80. A rod of length a is placed horizontally between 
two pegs whose distances from opposite ends are respectively 
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Ja and Ja ; if weights w and Sw be suspended from the ends 
of the rod, find the tendency to break at any point of the 
rod, and shew at what point it is the greatest. 

81. Four weights are placed at four given points in space, 
the sum of two of the weights is given and also the sum 
of the other two : prove that their centre of gravity lies on a 
fixed plane. 

82. A uniform regular tetrahedron has three corners 
in contact with the interior of a fixed smooth hemispherical 
bowl bf such magnitude that the completed sphere would 
circumscribe the tetrahedron: prove that every position is 
one of equilibrium. 

If P, Q, R be the pressures on the bowl, and W the 
weight of the tetrahedron, prove that 

3(P"+(y + 220-2((25 + i2P + PQ) = 3PP. 

83. A rectangular sheet of paper of length a and breadth 
h is folded so that two opposite corners are made to coincide; 
shew that the centre of gravity of the folded paper is in ,the 
perpendicular from these corners on the fold and at a dis- 
tance from the comers 

12a»V^M^^ 

84. A regular hexagon is formed of rods jointed at their 
extremities, strings are stretched between every pair of alter- 
nate angles of the hexagon so as to form two equilateral tri- 
angles. Shew that the tension of any string is f of the sum 
of the tensions of the strings which cross it minus \ of the 
tension of the string which is parallel to it. 
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85. In a false balance, a weight P appears to weigh Q, 
and a weight P' to weigh Q\ prove that the real weight X 
of what appears to weigh Fis given by 

X(g-(2') = F(P-P')+P'Q-P(2'. 

86. A cylindrical vessel of radius a stands vertically 
and contains water to a height A ; a heavy sphere of radius 

- is dropped into the water and lies at the bottom of the 

vessel : prove that the new centre of gravity of the water 

. . a* 
lies somewhere within a circle whose radius is rr^rry and 

Vzh 

whose centre is at a distance -^ — ff^rr from the old centre of 

6 72A 

gravity of the water. 

87. Five equal rigid heavy rods (each of weight TF) 
hinged together so as to form a regular pentagon ABCDE, 
are set in a vertical plane with one of them GD resting on a 
horizontal table, and the form of the regular figure is pre- 
served by help of an inextensible string connecting the 
hinges B and JE Shew that the tension of the string 

= 4 Tr(tan 54' + 3 tan 18^ 

88. A string of length I is laid over two smooth pegs 

which are in the same horizontal line and at a distance a 

from each other. Two unequal heavy particles, which attract 

each other with forces varying as the distance, are attax^hed, 

one to each end of the string : shew that the inclination [0) 

of either portion of the string to the horizon is given by the 

equation 

a tan ^ -- 6 = (Z— a) sin ^, 

where 26= (the sum of the weights) -r (the attraction of the 
particles at the unit of distance). 
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89. Four equal particles are mutually repulsive, the law 
of force being that of the inverse distance. If they be joined 
together by four inextensible strings of given length so as to 
form a quadrilateral, — ^prove that when there is equilibrium, 
the four particles lie in a circle. 

90. A particle is at rest on a smooth vertical circle 
under the action of gravity, and a force varying as the dis- 
tance from the extremity of a horizontal diameter, — the 
absolute force being such that the attraction on a particle 
placed at the centre equals gravity : — shew that the particle 
will rest half-way between the centre of force and the lowest 
point of the circle, — and find the pressure on the curve. 

91. A uniform bar is bent so as to form a triangle, and 
the system rests on a smooth horizontal cylinder, whose 
radius ia nearly equal to that of the inscribed circle, — shew 
that there will be no pressure on the greatest side a, and that 
its inclination to the vertical will be 



tan 



■1 r (3a - 2^) 
(i-c)(2a-5)' 



r being the radius of the cylinder, a, 6, c the sides of the 
triangle and 2« = a + 6 + c, 

92. A heavy rod is placed in any manner resting on two 
points of a rough horizontal curve, and a string attached to 
the middle point C of the chord is pulled in any direction, so 
that the rod is on the point of motion. Prove that the locus 
of the intersection of the string with the directions of the 
frictions at the points of support is an arc of a circle and 
a part of a straight line. 

P. M. 22 
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Find also how the force must be applied that its inter- 
sections with the frictions may trace out the remainder of the 
circle. 

BoiUhand Watsoris SenateSoiise Prohlemsfor 1860, p. 26. 

93. ABGD is a quadrilateral, the intersection of the 
diagonals ; P, Q points in BD, AG such that QA = OG and 
PB = OD. Prove that the centre of gravity of the quadri- 
lateral coincides with that of the triangle OPQ. 

This simple and elegant eonstraotion for the eentre of gravity of a plane 
quadrilateral is given in the Quarterly Jotumal of Mathematics^ Vol. yi. p. 127. 



DYNAMICS. 



INTRODUCTION. CHAPTER I. 



1. A railway train travels over 150 miles in 5 A. 40 m. 
What is its average velocity in feet per second t 

Eeiult. SB'S nearly. 

2. What is the velocity of a particle which describes 
4*38 miles in 31' 60" : — a foot and a second being the respec- 
tive units of space and time 1 

3. What would be the numerical value of the accele- 
rating force of gravity, if a mile and an hour were the units 
of space and time ? (See Art. 7.) 

4. If V, V be two component velocities of a particle^ and 
a the angle between their directions, the resulting velocity is 
= V(^* + ^'* + 2tw' cos a). 

5. If the unit of pressure (or statical force) be 1 lb. and 
the unit of acceleratiug force be the force which in a second 
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generates a velocity of one foot per second, what is the unit 
of mass ? 

BesrdU The mass of a weight of 32*2 lbs. 

6. If the area of a field of ten acres be represented by 
100, and the acceleration of a heavy falling particle by 58|, 
find the unit of time. 

7. In the equation w = mg, what must be the relation 
between the units of time and space, in order that the unit 
of mass may be the mass of a unit of weight ? 

8. Shew from the second law of motion that if a system 
of particles subject to gravity be projected simultaneously 
from a point in directions which all lie in one plane, the 
locus of the particles at any subsequent instant will be a 
parallel plane. 

9. If the unit of weight be 1 oz., and one cubic foot of 
the substance of standard density weigh 162 lbs., what must 
be the unit of linear measure, that the formula W= Vpg may 
be true, g being equal to 32 feet ? 

BesuU. 4t inches. 

10. In the equation of relation P = mf (Art 42) sup- 
posing the unit of force to be 5 lbs, and the unit of accelera- 
tion, referred to a foot and a second as units, to be 3, — ^find 
the unit of ^ass. 

UemU. The unit of mass is the mass of 5d|lbs. nearly, 

11. The radius of the earth at the equator is 3962*8 
miles, and it makes a complete revolution about its axis in 
23 A. 66m.; find the velocity of a point at the equator in 
feet per second. 

Bemlt, 1526 nearly. 

22—2 
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12, K the accelerating effect of gravity be numerically 
represented by 9660, a yard being the linear unit, find the 
unit of time. 

JtestUt. Half a miQute. 

13, If a body weighing 30 lbs. be moved by a constant 
force which generates it in a second, a velocity of 50 feet 
per second, find what weight the force would statically 
support. 

Result, 46'77 lbs. nearly. * 

14, The wind blowing exactly along a line of railway, 
two equally quick trains, moving in opposite directions, have 
the steam track of the one twice as long as that of the other; 
compare the velocities of the trains and of the wind. 

EestUt. Velocity of the train =3 times that of the wind. 

16. If /i, j^ be the measures of the accelerating effect of a 
force when m-\-n and w — n seconds are the respective units 
of time, and a and b feet the respective units of distance, — 

shew that the measure becomes - (V^a + v^jJ)', — provided 2m 

c 

seconds be the unit of time, and c feet the unit of distance. 

16. A point, moving with a uniform acceleration, de- 
scribes 20 feet in the half-second which elapses after the first 
second of its motion; compare its acceleration y with that of 
a falling heavy particle : — and give its numerii^al measure, 
taking a minute as the unit of time, and a mile as that 
of space. 

Bemlt. (i)/:flr=l : 1 nearly, (ii) /=21yV. 

17. A pressure P produces an accelerating effect / on a 
mass m, determine the relation between P, m and/; the unit 
of pressure being 1 lb. the unit of mass .the mass of a cubic 
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foot of water, and the unit of acceleration the acceleration 
produced by gravity. 

Remit, P=62-6.i»k/. 

18. If a point be situated at the intersection of the per- 
pendiculars drawn from the angular points of a triangle to 
the sides respectively opposite to them, and have component 
velocities represented in magnitude and direction by its dis- 
tances from the angular points of the triangle, — ^prove that 
its resultant velocity will tend to the centre of the circle 
circumscribing the triangle, and will be represented by twice 
the distance of the point from the centre. 

19. K a be the distance at any time between two points 
moving uniformly in one plane, F their relative velocity, and 
u, V the resolved parts of F in and perpendicular to the direc- 
tion of a, shew that their distance when they are nearest to 

ctv 
each other is -^ , and that the time of arriving at this near- 
est distance is = -t^ • 

20. A straight rod moves in any manner in a plane; 
prove that at any instant the directions of motion of all its 
particles are tangents to a parabola. 

21. A person t]favelling eastward at the rate of 4 miles an 
hour, observes that the wind seems to blow directly from the 
north ; on doubling his speed the wind appears to come from 
the north-east ; determine the direction of the wind, and its 
velocity. 

Betult. The true direction of the vind is from the north-west — and its 
velocity ia 4k»j2 miles an hour. 

22. The measures of an acceleration and a velocity when 
referred to (a + 6) ft., (m + n)" and (a — b) ft., (m — n)" respec- 
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tirely, are id the inverse ratio of their measnres ivhen referred 
to (a — b) fb., (m — w)" and (a + 6) ft., (m + n)" ; their measures 
when referred to a ft., m" and b ft., n' are as ma : nb, shew 
that 

m a 

23. If the unit of impalse be an impulse which would 
send 1 lb. up 1 foot, what impulse will be required to send 
4 lbs. vertically up 4 feet ? 



COIXISION. CHAPTER U. 



1. What must be the elasticity of two balls -4, jB in 
order that A impinging directly upon B at rest may itself be 
reduced to rest by the impact i 



Retulu ^=B* 



2. A man can pull a boat with three times the velocity 
of the stream — at what angle to the stream must the boat 
be rowed in order that he may land at a point directly oppo- 
site his starting place ? 

1 

EetulU At an angle with the stream = oos'^ ^ . 

o 

3. A ship sails N.W. at the rate of 9 knots per hour, 
and is drifted S.S.W. by the current at the rate of 2 knots 
an hour — ^find the actual speed and direction of motion. 

Result, Her Bpeed= V85 - 18 ,^2 - J2 knots an hour,-— her direction 

/9-2C08-|^v 

makes an angle oot~^ [ ] to the west of north-west. 

^ 2 sin— ^ 
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4. A ball of 9 ounces moving with a velocity of 7 feet 
a second impinges directly upon a ball of 12 ounces moving 
with a velocity of 6 feet a second in the opposite direction ; 
find the change in the velocity and momentum of each ball^ 
supposing them inelastic. 

5. Under what conditions will the velocities of two balls 
Ay B impinging directly upon each other, be interchanged 
after impact ? 

BesulU If the balls be equal and the elastioitj perfect. 

6. Two balls A, B are moving in directions at right 
angles to each other with the same velocity, the line joining 
their centres at the instant of impact being in direction of A*b 
motion ; find the velocity and direction of motion of each 
after impact (elasticity = e). 

BemlU In the formulsB of Art. 68 "write a=0, ^=90^, u=v. 

7. Two bodies of masses 2A and 34 are moving with 
the same velocity in directions making angles 45* and 30" 
with the common tangent at the point of impact Find the 
direction and velocity of the .centre of gravity. 

8. A, B are two equal and perfectly elastic spheres; 
A moving with a given velocity impinges on B at rest, the 
direction of -4's motion before impact making an angle of 60® 
with the straight line which joins their centres at the instant 
of impact ; determine the directions and velocities oiA and B 
after impact 

9. Compare the velocity of a place at the earth's equa- 
tor arising from the earth's rotation, with the velocity of the 
earth in her orbit about the sun ; assuming the earth's radius 
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= 4000 miles, the radius of the earth's orbit = 95000000 miles, 
and the length of the year = 365J days. 

JUnUt. 1 : 65 nearly. 

10. A ball A impinges directly with a given velocity 
upon another ball B at rest ; if the vis viva before impact 
be n times the vis viva after impact, find their common 
elasticity. 

A+B-nA 



BesvZt. ^ = 



nB 



11. A ball A moving with a given velocity impinges 
directly upon a ball B at rest, and JS afterwards impinges 
upon G at rest ; determine the velocity communicated to G. 
If A and G be of given mass and B variable, shew that (7*8 
velocity will be greatest when ff=A.G. 

Apply the fommlfe of Art. 58. 

12. A ball A strikes a ball B at rest, the direction of 
A^ motion before impact being 45** inclined to the line AB ; 
find the velocity and direction of motion of each after impact^ 
and the condition that they may move at right angles to each 
other. 

13. A perfectly elastic ball acted on by no force, is pro- 
jected from the focus of an ellipse and impinges upon the 
curve ; it will return to the focus again in the same time, 
whatever be the direction of projection. 

14. Two planes make an angle of 5® with each other, 
and a perfectly elastic body is projected against one of them 
at an angle of 105^ ; how many reflexions will take place 
towards the angle where the planes meet ? 

BemlU Three. 
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15. A ball A impinges obliquely on another ball B at 
rest, and after impact the directions of motion of A and B 
make equal angles (a) with ^'s previous motion : find a, and 
shew that if the masses of the balls be equal and e the 
mutual elasticity, a = tan"* i^e. 

16. A smooth table has a smooth rim in the form of a 
regular hexagon ; shew that an inelastic ball, projected along 
one side of the hexagon, performs n complete revolutions in 
(2** — 1) time of describing the first side. 

17. Two imperfectly elastic balls, equal in size, but un- 
equal in mass, are placed between two perfectly hard parallel 
planes, to which the line joining the centres of the balls is 
perpendicular, — each ball being initially at a distance from 
the plane nearest to it, inversely proportional to its mass. 
The balls approach each other with velocities inversely pro- 
portional to their masses ; prove that every impact will take 
place at the same point as the first does. 

18. Two balls, of elasticity c, moving in parallel direc- 
tions with equal momenta, impinge ; prove that if their direc- 
tions of motion be opposite, they will move after impact in 
parallel directions with equal momenta ; and that these direc- 
tions will be perpendicular to the original direction if their 
common normal is inclined at an angle tan'^V^ to that 
direction. 

19. A ball of elasticity e is projected along a horizontal 
plane in an equilateral triangle, and after reflexion at two 
sides it impinges perpendicularly on the third. Shew that the 

angle of incidence was tan"* — -i )*ii — • 



346 PBOBLEMS. 

20. If w, t; be the velocities before direct impact of two 
balls Ay B, — u\ V* their velocities after impact, shew that 

Au^ + Bv' = Av:* + £v'' + f^{l'-^{u-v)\ 

21. A body whose elasticity is c is projected from a point 
in the circumference of a circle, and after three reboimds from 
the circumference returns to the point from which it was pro- 
jected ; shew that the direction of projection is inclined to 

the radius of the circle at an angle = tan ^ (e'^). 

22. A ball projected from a point in one side of a billiard 
table returns to the point of projection after striking each side 
in succession ; find the direction of projection, and shew that 
if it ever returns to its original position it does so after the 
first circuit. 

23. Two equal balls {A, A), moving with equal velocities 
in directions passing through the centre of a third ball C, 
impinge upon it and upon one another simultaneously ; find 
the ratio of the masses of the balls, that after impact the direc- 
tions of motion of the two balls may be perpendicular to that 
of the third, the coefficients of elasticity being J. 

RmtU. C=4A, 

24. A ball A impinges upon a ball B at rest ; find the 
direction of the line joining the centres of A and B, in order 
that they may after impact move in directions making equal 
angles with the original direction of ^'s motion. 

BesuU, With the notation of Art. (08) we most have 

25. I{ ABChe a triangle and JD, E, Fthe points where 
the circle inscribed in it meets the sides j5 (7, CA, AB respec- 
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tively ; shew that if a ball, of elasticity c, be projected from 
j9 so as to strike AC in E and then rebound to F, 

AE^e.GE. 

If the ball return to J?, AB^^e.AG. 

26. Two equal balls (of elasticity e) start at the same 
instant with equal velocities from the opposite angles of a 
square along the sides and impinge; determine the angle 
between their directions after the impact 

2e 



BeguU, tan 



1^' 



27. Three equal smooth balls rest on a horizontal table 
and each is in contact with the other two; if one of them 
receive a blow at a given point in the plane passing through 
the centres of the balls, determine the direction of its motion 
after impact. 

28. Two particles connected by an inextensible string 
are projected in given directions in one plane with given velo- 
cities ; determine their motions immediately after the string 
becomes tight. 

29. A body of elasticity « is projected along a horizontal 
plane &om the middle point of one of the sides of an isosceles 
right-angled triangle, so as after reflexion at the hypotenuse 
and remaining side to return to the same point ; shew that 
the cotangents of the angles of reflexion are e + 1 and e + 2 
respectively. 

30. The tangents of the angles of a triangle ABO are 
in geometrical progression, tan B being the mean proportional; 
and a ball is projected in a direction parallel to the side GB, 
so as to strike the sides AB, BC successively. Shew that if 
its course after the first impact be parallel to AG, its course 
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after the second will be parallel to BA : — and that if 6 be the 
modulus of elasticity, 

gi + e"* = sec B. 

31. A ball is projected from the middle point of one side 
of a billiard table so as to strike in succession one of the sides 
adjacent to it, the side opposite to it, and a ball placed in the 
centre of the table : shew that if a, 6 be the lengths of the 
sides of the table, e the elasticity of the ball, the inclination 
of the direction of projection to the side a of the table from 
which it is projected must be 

= tan ' 



b / l + 2e \ 
a \l+eJ * 



32. A smooth inelastic ball, — mass m, — is lying on a 
horizontal table in contact with a vertical wall, and is struck 
by another ball, — ^mass m — moving in a direction perpen- 
dicular to the wall, making an angle (a) with the common 
normal at the point of impact ; shew that if be the angle 
through which the direction of motion of the striking ball is 
turned, 

cot 5 . cot a = hi. 

m 

33. An elastic ball is projected from a point in one of 
the sides of a square billiard table so as to describe an in- 
scribed square ; prove that if 6 be the mutual elasticity of the 
cushions and ball, the time of describing the square is 



e' 



-5 X 



1-e* e* 
time of describing the first side. 

34. A particle, of elasticity e, is projected from the middle 
point of one side of a square, in a direction making sat ^ 
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with it ; — shew that if the ball strike the four sides in order, 
6 must lie between 

tan'* -z — \z -Ti and tan""* —4 . 

l + (l4-e)" 2 + e 

35. Two billiard balls are lying in contact on the table ; 
in what direction must one of them be struck by a third, so 
as to go off in a given direction ? 

36. A ball A impinges obliquely on a ball B at rest, their 
mutual elasticity being e, shew that the maximum deviation 

of -4 is = tan"^ ^ ^ = provided A > eB: and 

2'J{A + B){A''eB) 

examine the case when A < eB. 

37. In a game of croquet a ball which is to be croqueted 
is at a certain distance on one side of a hoop : the striker 
wishes to place his ball so that after the croquet it may be 
in front of the hoop, and the other ball be at the same 
distance behind it: shew that the player must give his 
stroke in direction of the hoop, and that the line joining the 

centres of the two balls must be inclined at an angle tajf^Je 
to this direction: e being the coefficient of elasticity between 
the balls. 

38. A row of elastic balls A, B, G,,..Py are at rest ; if 
A be made to impinge directly with given velocity upon JB, 
then B on G with the velocity acquired, C on Z), and so on, 
find the velocity of Pk 

Shew that if A and P be of given magnitude, but B, C ... 
capable of being changed, the velocity communicated to P 
will be greatest when the masses of the balls are in geo- 
metrical progression. 
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And if the number of balls interposed between A and P 
become indefinitely great, then the velocity acquired by 

P= ^ (-pj . original velocity of A. 

ACCELERATED MOTION. CHAPTER IIL 

1. A body is projected upwards with a velocity u, and 
after rising through a space 5, has a velocity v ; shew that 

If the velocity of projection is 8^, find the time in which 
the body rises through the height 14ig. 

2. A particle of elasticity | drops through 16 feet, and 
then rises after impact on a horizontal plane. Find the velo- 
city after rising 3 feet, and the time of this ascent : force of 
gravity being taken to be 32 feet. 

Besult. Velocity =8 feet, and the time=^ second. 

3. A particle moves over 7 feet in the first second of the 
time during which it is observed, and over 11 and 17 feet in 
the 3rd and 6th seconds respectively. Is this consistent with 
the supposition of its being subject to the action of a uniform 
force ? 

Result, Yes. 

4. A weight Q is drawn along a smooth horizontal table 
by a weight P hanging vertically, find (1) the acceleration 
of P, (2) the acceleration of . the centre of gravity of P 

and Q. 

P 

Mesulu (i) Acceleration of -^=5— nfl'* (^) ^^ *^® centre of graTity 

(p \« pQ 

YZq) ^ ^^*<^<^^^y» M^d g .p .Qg flF horizontally. 
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5. A constant force (/) acts upon a body from rest during 
3 seconds, and then ceases. In the next 3 seconds it is found 
that the body describes 180 feet. Find both the velocity (v) 
of the body at the end of the 2nd second of its motion and the 
numerical values of the accelerating force (1) when a second, 
(2) when a minute is taken as the unit of time. 

Result. i>=40, (i)/=20. (ii) /= 72000. 

6. A force which can statically SMpjpori 50 lbs. acts uni- 
formly for one minute on a body, the weight of which is 
200 lbs. ; find the velocity and momentum acquired by the 
body. 

7. A body acted on by a uniform force is found to be 
moving at the end of the first minute from rest with a velocity 
which would carry it through 10 miles in the next hour. 
Compare this force y with that of gravity ff. 

. ResiiU. / : gr=l : 131 nearly. 

8. If the force of gravity be taken as the unit of force, 
and a rate of ten miles an hour as the unit of velocity, what 
must be the units of time and space ? 

(11\" 121 

sj) , nnit of Bpace=-jQ- feet. 

9. A bullet fired directly into a block of wood will pene- 
trate a inches : find what proportion of its velocity it would 
lose in passing through a board of the same wood one inch 
thick, supposing the resistance uniform. 

10. A particle slides down a rough inclined plane (a) ; 
find the acceleration/. 

Bendt. /=flf(flina-/*cosa). 
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11. If a weight of ten pounds be placed upon a plane 
which is made to descend with a uniform acceleration of 10 
feet per second^ what is the pressure upon the plane ? 

ResuU, 6*875 lbs. 

12. A body falling in vacuo under the action of gravity 

is observed to fall through 144*9 feet and 177*1 feet in two 

successive seconds; determine the accelerating force of gravity, 

and the time from the beginning of the motion. 

Eesult, ^=32*2, and the first of the two seconds spoken of is the fifth 
from the beginning of motion. 

13. The velocity generated by a gun in a bullet of 1 oz. 
is 1000 feet per second ; supposing that the bullet described 
the length of the barrel in ^ of a second, and that the force is 
uniform, find the acceleration and moving force (/ F). 

Result /= 10000 feet per second, 
ii'=19-4 lbs. nearly. 

14. A body falling vertically is observed to describe 
112*7 feet in a certain second : how long previously to this 
has it been falling ? 

Besult. Three seconds. 

15. A person drops a stone into a well, and after t" hears 
it strike the water; find the depth (w) to the surface of the 
water (assuming velocity of sound = 36 . ^r nearly). 

Result, Find x from the equation 

x+35 ^2gx-dBgt. 

16. A balloon ascends with a umfonnly accelerated 
velocity so that a weight of 1 lb. produces on the hand of the 
aeronaut sustaining it a downward pressure equal to that 
which 17 oz. would produce at the earth's surface ; find the 
height which the balloon will have attained in one minute 
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from the time of starting, not taking into account the varia-i 
tion of the accelerating effect of the earth's attraction, 

Bestdt. 1207 '5 yards, taking ^=82 *2. 

17. AB is the vei-tical diameter of a circle ; through A 
the highest point any chord AC is drawn, and through G a 
tangent meeting the tangent at B in the point T. Shew that 

the time of a body's sliding down CTck 4n • 

18. A particle uniformly accelerated describes 108 and 
140 feet in the 5th and 7th seconds of its motion : — ^find the 
velocity of projection and the numerical measure of the ac- 
celeration. 

19. Shew how to place a plane of given length in order 
that a body may acquire a given velocity by falling down iU 

20. Prove that the locus of the points, from which the 
times down equally rough inclined planes to a fixed point 
vary as the lengths of the planes, is a right circular cone. 

21. In a parabola whose axis is vertical, a tangent is 
drawn at any point P cutting the axis produced in T; shew 
that if gravity alone acts, the time of descent down TP. bears 
a constant ratio to the time of descent from T to the focus« 

22. APB, AQG are two circles with their centres in the 
same vertical line ABC, and touching each other at their 
highest points. If APQ, Apq be any two chords, the times 
of descent down PQ,pq from rest at P and p are equal. 

23. A particle is moving under the action of a xmiform 
force, the accelerating effect of which is/: if Z6 be the arith-^ 

P.M. 23 
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metic mean of the first and last velocities in passing over any 
portion.^ of the path^ and v the velocity gained^ shew that 

24. In what time will a force which would support a 
5 lb. weight move a mass of 10 lbs. weight through 50 feet 
along a smooth horizontal plane, and what will be the velo* 
city acquired ? 

25. If a body subject to a uniform acceleration describes 
36 feet, whilst its velocity increases from 8 to 10 feet per 
second, how much farther will it be carried before it attains 
a velocity of 12 feet per second ? 

26. A heavy body is projected up an inclined plane, 
inclined at 60® to the horizon, with the velocity which it 
would have acquired in falling freely through a space of 
12 feet, and just reaches the top of the plane; find the alti- 
tude of the plane, the coeflScient of dynamical friction being 

Bemlt, 9 feet. 

27. Two bodies tmiformly accelerated, in passing over 
the same space, have their respective velocities increased 
from 5 to 7 and from 8 to 10, — compare the . accelerating 
forces, and the respective times of describing the space. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

28. APy AQ are two inclined planes of which AP is 
tough (/Lt = tanP-4^) and AQ is smooth, AP lying above 
A Q : shew that if bodies descend from rest at P and Q, they 
will arrive at -4, (i) in the same time if PQ be perpendicular 
to AQ, (ii) with the sajne velocity if PQ be perpendicular to 
AP. 
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29. An engine whose power is sufficient to generate a 
velocity of 150 feet a second in a mass m (which is its own 

mass) is attached to a carriage, mass = -^ , by means of an 
inelastic weightless chain 3 feet long ; this carriage again in 
exactly the same way to another, mass = ^ ; this to a third, 

mass = ^ • The engine and carriages are in contact when 

the train starts ; shew that the last carriage will begin to move 
with a velocity = 33 feet per second nearly. 

30. A body P descending vertically draws another body 
Q np the inclined plane formed by the tipper surface of a 
right-angled wedge which rests on a smooth horizontal table ; 
find the force F necessary to prevent the wedge from sliding 
along the table. 

Remit, F=QgooBa-^^ — ^ — • 

31. A uniform string hangs at rest over a smooth peg. 
Half the string on one side of the peg is cut off: shew that 
the pressure on the peg is instantaneously reduced to two- 
thirds its previous amount. 

32. A smooth wedge (of ^ a) on . a horizontal plane is 
moved from rest with a uniform acceleration ; find the direc- 
tion and amount of the acceleration that a heavy particle 
placed on its inclined plane surface may be in equilibrium 
relative to it. 

Result The wedge mnst move in a principal plane with an acceleration 
szg tan a. 

23—2 
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33. Find the locus of points from which inelastic parti- 
cles may be let fall on a smooth inclined plane, so as always 
to have the same velocity on arriving ^.t the same horizontal 
line in the plane. 

Result. A plane pasBing throQgli the giyen horizontal line, 

34. If a body is projected with velocity u in the direc- 
tion of a uniform force/, and if v be the velocity and 8 the 
space described at the end of time t, prove that 

The velocity of a body increases from 10 to 16 feet per 
second in passing over 13 feet under the action of a constant 
fprce ; find the numerical value of the force. 

35» Find by geometrical coustruction or otherwise the 
line of quickest descent, 

(i) From a given straight line to a given point. 

(ii) From a given point within a given circle to the 
circle. 

(iii) From a giveja circle to a given point within it, 

(iv) From a given circle to a given straight line or to 
another circle without it. 

(v) From a given . circle to another given circle either 
within it or without it. 

36. Two circles lie in the same plane, the lowest point 
of one being in contact with the highest point of the other ; 
shew that the time of descent from any point of the former 
to a point in the latter^ down the chord passing through the 
point of contact, is constant. 



ACCELERATED MOTION* CHAP. 111. 367 

37. Two equal bodies connected by a string are placed 
upon two planes which are inclined at angles a, /3 to the 
horizon^ and have a common altitude. Prove that the acce« 
leration of their centre of gravity id 

^r.sm-^.cos'— 2^. 

38. A number of heavy particles start at once from the 
vertex of an oblique circular cone, whose base is horizontal, 
and faU in aU directions down generating lines of the surface ; 
prove that they will at any subsequent moment lie in a sub- 
contrary section, 

39. Two bodies A and B descend from the same ex- 
tremity of the vertical diameter of a circle, one down the 
diameter, the other down the chord of 30®. Find the ratio of 
A to B when their centre of gravity moves along the chord 
of 120^ 

40. A series of particles slide down the smooth faces of 
a pyramid, starting simultaneously from rest at the vertex ; 
shew that after any time t they are in a certain Spherical 
surface whose radius = ^gf, 

41. P pulls Q over a smooth puUy ; — and Q in ascend- 
ing as it passes a certain point A, catches and carries with it 
a certain additional weight which makes it altogether heavier 
than P; and on its descent the additional weight is again 
depositee} at A. Supposing no impulse to take place when 
the weight is so caught up, and that Q in this manner oscil- 
lates through an equal space on either side of A, — ^find the 
additional weight. 
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42. If the weight attached to the free end of the string 
in a system of puUies, in which the same string passes round 
«ach puliy, be m times that which is necessary to maintain 
equilibrium, shew that the acceleration of the ascending 

weight is =- . a where n is the number of strings at the 

lower block, and the grooves of the puUies are supposed 
smooth. What is the tension of the string ? 

43. A weight W is connected with a weight P by a sys- 
tem of n moveable puUies, in which the string passing round 
any puUy has one end fixed and the other attached to the 
puUy next above it — ^the string to which P is attached passing 
round a fixed puUy, and the strings between the pullies 
being all parallel : — shew that the acceleration of W upwards 
. _ 2"P- W 

44. If 8 be the focus of a parabola whose axis is hori- 
zontal and plane vertical, 8P the line of quickest descent 
from 8 to the curve, shew that 8P is inclined at 60* to the 
axis. 

45. Two weights P, Q move on two planes inclined at 
angles a, )8 to the horizon respectively, being connected by a 
fine string passing over the common vertex, in a vertical 
plane which is at right angles to this common vertex ; their 
centre of gravity describes a straight line with uniform ac- 
celeration equal to 

46. A heavy particle is projected directly up an inclined 
plane (a) with velocity u, and is attached to the point of 
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projection by an inextensible string whose length is half the 
distance a free particle would ascend: determine the time 
which elapses before the particle returns to the point of pro- 
jection. 

47. Supposing the weights in Atwood's machine to be 
7 and 9 pounds and to rest on scale-pans without weight, find 
the pressure on each scale-pan. 

48. A body starts from rest under a uniform acceleration, 
but at the commencement of each successive second the ac- 
celeration is decreased in a geometrical proportion (r = |) :— 

shew that the space described in n seconds = ( 2/1 - 3 4* oii) 2^, 

— ^where s is the space described in the first second. 

49. Two bodies whose weights aire P and Q hang from 
the extremities of a cord passing over a smooth peg ; if at the 
end of each second from the beginning of motion P be sud- 
denly diminished and Q suddenly increased by - th of their 

original difference ; sh^w that their velocity will be zero at 
the end oin-^-l seconds. 

50. In the problem of Aii;. 75, prove that the sum of 
the weights being given, the tension is the greater the less 
the acceleration. 

51. A railway carriage detached from a train going at 
the rate of 30 miles an hour is stopped by the friction of 
the rails in half a minute ; find the coefficient of friction. 

52. A parabola is placed in a vertical plane and its axis 
is inclined to the vertical. 8 is the focus, A the vertex and 
Q the point in the curve which is vertically below 8 : if 8P 
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be the straight line of quickest descent frotia the focus to the 
curve, shew that the angle ASP is equal to twice the 
angle PSQ. 

63. A string charged with w + m + 1 equal weights, fixed 
at equal intervals along it, and which would rest on a smooth 
inclined plane with m of the weights hanging over the top, 
is placed on the plane \nth the (m + 1)"* weight just over 
the top ; — shew that if a be the distance between each two 
adjacent weights, the velocity which the string will have 
acquired at the instant the last weight slips off the plane, 

will be = 'J nag. 

54. A fine inelastic thread is loaded with n equal par- 
ticles at equal distances c from one another; the thread is 
stretched and placed on a smooth horizontal table, perpen- 
dicular to its edge, over which one particle just hangs ; find 
the velocity of the system when the r*** particle is leaving the 
table. ' 

Htoce shew that if a heavy string of length a be simi- 
larly placed on a horizontal table, its velocity in falling off 
will be = fj(ag). 

rir-l) 
ResulU v^=gc -* 

55. A number n of equal balls connected by a string are 
laid upon a smooth table, the string being stretched at right 
angles to the edge of the table ; if one ball hanging over the 
edge draws the others after it, determine the lengths of suc- 
cessive portions of the string, that each may fall over at the 
end of successive equal intervals of time. 

iLemlt, If Or be the length of string between the r^ and (r+1)*^ balls, 
we must have a,—i^,a^^ and if v^ be the velocity of the system when the r^ 

ball is passing over the edge, Vr=r(r- 1) v ?^« 
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66. A string loaded with a series of equal heavy par- 
ticles at equal distances along it» is coiled up in the hand 
and held close to a peg to which one end of the string is 
attached. The support of the hand being withdrawn suddenly 
from the coil, find the finite and impulsive strains on, the peg 
when the r^ section of the string becomes tight : — the mass 
of the string being neglected. 

If a uniform heavy chain (of length a and weight W) be 
treated in a similar manner, shew that the strain on the peg 

when a length x of chain becomes tight is = 3 - TF^ 
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1. A particle, acted on by two equal centres of force 
which vary as distance, — one repulsive and the other attrac- 
tive, — will, however projected, describe a parabola. 

2. A body is projected with a vertical velocity (16*7) 
and a horizontal velocity ('8) ; prove that its distance from 
the point of projection at the end of one second is one foot 
(^ = 32-2 feet). 

3. If a body fall down an inclined plane (a), and another 
be projected from the starting point horizontally along the 
plane with velocity v, find the distance D between the two 
bodies (i) after a given time t, (ii) after the first body has 
descended through a given space 8. 



Result (i) D==vt. (ii) D=v V — ^* 



^Bina 
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4. Find the angle which the direction of a projectile 
makes with the horizon at any point of its path, and deter- 
mine its distance from a line drawn through the point of pro- 
jection parallel to this direction. 

Result, With the notation of Art. 88, Cor. 3, 

at 

tan 0=tan a ^ — , 

^ V cos a 

and z = distance required =i; sin (a - 0) .< - hg cos . <*. 

5. !£&,<}} be the angles which the tangents to the curve 
at the points P, Q of the path of a projectile make with the 
horizon, the time of describing the arc PQ oc tan ^ — tan ^. 

6. A body slides down an inclined plane of given height, 
and then impinges upon an elastic horizontal plane; what 
must be the elevation of the inclined plane in order that the 
range on the horizontal plane may be the greatest possible ? 

Result. 450. 

7. Having given the velocities at two points of the path 
of a projectile, find the difference of their altitudes above a 
horizontal plane. 

8. If a ship is moving horizontally with a velocity 3gr, 
and a body is let fall from the top of the mast, find its velocity 

and direction after 4". 

4 

Result, Velocity = 6^, inclination to the horizon = tan~^ ^ . 

o 

9. A body is projected from the top of a tower with a 
given velocity in a given direction ; find w^here it will strike 
the ground. 

10. A heavy particle is projected from one point so as 
to pass through another not in the same horizontal l^ne with 
it ; prove that the locus of the focus of its path will be a 
hyperbola. 
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11. Particles are projected from the same point in a ver- 
tical plane with velocities which vary as (sin 6)'^, 6 being the 
angle of projection ; the locus of the vertices of the parabolas 
described is an ellipse — ^whose horizontal axis is double the 
vertical axis. 

12. Two heavy bodies are projected from the same point, 
at the same instant, in the same direction, with diiferent 
velocities ; find the direction of the line joining them at any 
subsequent time, 

B.e8ulu It is always parallel tothe direction of projection. 

13. An imperfectly elastic ball is projected from a point 
between two vertical planes, the plane of motion being per- 
pendicular to both ; shew that the arcs described between the 
rebounds are portions of parabolas whose latera recta are in 
geometric progression. 

14. A body is projected vertically upwards from a point 
A with a given velocity {u) ; find the direction (a) in which 
another body must be projected with a given velocity (r) 
from a point B in the same horizontal line with -4, so as to 
strike the first body. 

. u 
Besvlt, 8ina=-. 

V 

15. A ball is prqected from a point in a horizontal plane 
and makes one rebound ; shew that if the second range is equal 
to the greatest height which the ball attains, tan a = 4e : 
a being the angle of projection and e the elasticity. 

16. . Particles are projected from the same point in the 
same direction, but with diflferent velocities ; find the locus of 
the foci of their paths. 

lUivlU The straight line ^ + a: cot 2a = (Art. 88). 
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17. The greatest range of a rifle-ball on level ground is 
1176'3 feet. Find the initial velocity of the ball, and shew 
that the greatest range up an incline of 30* will be 784*2 feet 
—-neglecting the resistance of the air. 

18. If a body be projected at an angle a to the horizon 
with the velocity due to gravity in 1", its direction is inclined 

at an angle ^ to the horizon at the time tan ^ , and at an 

angle —^ — at the time cot ^ . 

19. A body is projected from a given point A with a 
given velocity and in a given direction. After a lapse of 
m seconds another equal body is projected from the same 
point so that the line joining the two bodies always passes 
through A : shew that the paths of the two bodies and that 
of their centre of gravity will be equal parabolas. 

20. A perfectly elastic particle is projected with a given 
velocity from a given point in one of two planes equally in- 
clined to the horizon and whose line of intersection is hori- 
zontal : determine the angle of projection in order that the 
particle may after reflexion return to the point of projection, 
and be again reflected in the same path. 

Shew that each plane must be inclined at an angle -7 to 

the horizon. 

21. A particle projected with velocity v impinges per- 
pendicularly on an inclined plane drawn through the point 
of projection at an inclination a, — shew that the range on the 

, 2v^ sin a 

plane = — ., . ^ .^ . 
^ g l + 3sm a 
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22. A body is projected from a given point in a bori* 
zontal direction ^tb a given velocity, and moves upon an 
inclined plane passing tbrough tbe point,. If tbe inclination 
of the plane vary, the locus of tbe directrix of the parabola 
which tbe body describes is a horizontal plane, 

23. A body is projected horizontally with a velocity 4gr 
from a point whose beight above the ground is 16^; find the 
direction of motion (1) when it has fallen half-way to the 
^ound, (2) when half tbe whole time of falling has elapsed, 

1 

JteiuU, (i) ^=46». (u) ^=tan-^-^, 

24. A cylinder is made to revolve uniformly about its 
axis, which is vertical, while a body descends under the 
action of gravity, carrying a pencil which traces a curve on 
the surface of the cylinder : if the surface of tbe cylinder be 
unwrapped, what will be the nature of tbe curve ? 

Jiemlt. A parabola "with axis yertical, 

25. If a ball of elasticity | is let fall through a height h 
on a plane whose inclination is 30^ shew that it will strike 

the plane again at a distance -^ from the first point where it 

strikes the plane, 

26. If tbe initial velocity of a projectile be given, thq 
horizontal range is the same, whether the angle of projection 

be T + a> or J- — a. Prove this, and compare the times of 
flight. 

27. The velocities at the extremities of any chord of the 
parabola described by a body projected obliquely and acted 
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on by gravity, when resolved in a direction perpendicular to 
the chord, are equal 

28. From the top of a tower two bodies are projected 
with the same given velocity at different given angles of 
elevation, and they strike the horizon at the same place ; find 
the height of the tower, 

29. Having given the velocity and direction of projec- 
tion of a projectile, determine by a geometrical construction 
the points where it will strike (i) the horizontal plane passing 
through the point of projection, (ii) an inclined plane through 
the same point. 

Compare Art. 90. 

30. Chords are drawn joining any point of a vertical 
circle with its highest and lowest points; prove that if a 
heavy particle slide down the latter chord, the parabola, 
which it will describe after leaving the chord, will be touched 
by the former chord, — and that the locus of the points of con- 
tact will be a circle, 

31. If the plane in Art. 89, Dynamics, be a rectangle 
of given sides, find the velocity with which the particle must 
be projected from one comer so as to leave the plane hori- • 
zontally at the other comer : and shew that the ratio of the 
horizontal range after leaving the plane to that described on 
the plane is the sine of the angle of elevation of the plane. 

32. The barrel of a rifle sighted to hit the centre of the 
bull's-eye which is at the same height as the muzzle and 
distant a yards from it, would be inclined at an elevation a 
to the horizon. Prove that if the rifle be wrongly sighted 
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SO that the eleyation is a + ^, 6 being small compared with a, 

the target will be hit at a height jj — . 6 above the centre 

of the bull's-eye. 

If the range be 960 yds., the time of flight 2", and the 
error of elevation 1**, the height above the centre of the bulFs- 
eye at which the target will be hit will be nearly ^th of an 
inch. 

33. A ball- of elasticity e is projected obliquely up an 
inclined plane so that the point of impact at the third time 
of striking the plane is in the same horizontal line as 
the point of projection. Prove that the distances from this 
line of the points of first and second impact are in the 
ratio 1 : e. 

34. If a ball be projected from a point in an inclined 
plane in a direction such that the range on the plane is the 
greatest, shew that the direction of motion on striking the 
plane is perpendicular to the direction of projection. 

35. An imperfectly elastic particle falls down an inclined 
plane of given length, and at the foot impinges on a hori- 
zontal plane; shew that the range on this plane will be 
greatest when the angle of elevation of the inclined plane is 

^ tan"' V2. 

36. A body of elasticity e is projected from a point in a 
horizontal plane. K the distance of the point of v}^ impact be 
equal to four times the sum of the vertical spaces described, 

-^ is the tangent of the angle of projection. 
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37. If a be the angle of projection of a projectile, T 
the time which elapses before the body strikes the ground, 

T 

prove that at the time '. , the angle which the direction 
^ 4 sin a 

of motion makes with the direction of projection is equal to 

38. If three heavy particles be projected simultaneously 
from the same point in any directions with any velocities, 
prove that the plane passing through them will always 
remain parallel to itself. 

39. A perfectly elastic ball is projected from the middle 
point of one of the sides of an equilateral three-cornered room. 
It strikes the other two sides and returns to the point of pro- 
jection. If a be the length of a side of the room and the 

5a 
velocity of projection be that due to the height -y- , shew that 

1 . _ 3 

the ball mu^t be projected at an angle = ^ sin * ^ . 

iU o 

40. An elastic ball is let fall from a given height above 
a smooth inclined plane; shew that the time of making a 
given number of hops is the same for all inclinations of the 
plane, 

41. Heavy particles are projected horizontally with dif- 
ferent velocities from the same point ; shew that the extre- 
mities of the latera recta of the parabolas which they generally 
describe, lie on a cone, of which the axis is vertical and the 
vertical angle 2 tan"* 2, 

42. ABC is a right-angled triangle in a vertical plane 
with its hypotenuse AB horizontal \ a particle projected from 
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A passes through G and falls at B : prove that the tangent 
of the angle of projection = 2 cosec 2A, and that the latus 
rectum of the path described is equal to the height of the 
triangle. 

43. A perfectly elastic particle dropped from a point P 
impinges upon an inclined plane at Q. If FN be perpen- 
dicular to the plane, shew that the range = 8 . QN, — and 
hence find the locus of P in order that the particle may- 
after one reflexion strike a given point Id the plane. 

44. A particle A is projected at an angle a to the hori- 
zon with velocity V, and is met by a second particle B 
which is let fall from the directrix at the instant of projecr 
tion of A, — shew that the distance of the line described 
by B from the vertical line drawn through the point of 
projection of A is 

= jr- cot a. 

45. K r^, r,, r, be three distances of a projectile from 
the point of projection at which its angular elevations above 
the point of projection are respectively a^ a,, a^ — shew that 

r^ cos" ttj sin (a J — a J + r, cos" a, sin (a»— q,) 

+ r, cos" a, sin (a^ — a^J = 0. 

46. If tangents be drawn to the parabolic paths of two 
projectiles, having the same focu% from any point in the com- 
mon axis, the velocities at the points of contact are equal. 

47. A stone is thrown in such a manner that it would 
just hit a bird at the top of a tree, and afterwards reach a 
height double that of the tree : if at the moment of throwing 
the stone, the bird flies away horizontally, prove that the 

P.M. 24 
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stone will notwithstanding hit the bird, if its horizontal 
velocity be to that of the bird as ^2 + 1 : 2. 

48. From several points of a plane superficies inclined 
to the horizon bodies are projected simultaneously in diflferent 
directions, in such a manner that the times of flight along the 
superficies are the same. Prove that the locus of the bodies 
at any moment is a plane parallel to the superficies. • 

49. Tangents at points P, Q in the parabolic path of a 
particle acted on by gravity, meet in T, If S be the focus, 
shew that the velocity due to the height STia a mean pro- 
portional between the velocities at P and Q. 

50. A plane is inclined at an angle of 45* to the horizon, 
and from the foot of it a body is projected upwards along the 
plane, and reaches the top with Jth of its original velocity 
(y); where will it strike the ground ? 

8 t^ 
JUstUL At a distance =g — from the point of projection. 

51. A perfectly elastic particle is dropped from a point 
on the interior surface of a fixed smooth sphere : shew that 
after its second impact on the sphere it will ascend vertically, 
and will continually pass and repass along the same vertical 
and parabolic paths, if the horizontal distance of its first 

vertical path from the centre be Jv8 — V2a,where a=:rad. 
of sphere. 

52. Two inclined planes of the same altitude h and the 
same inclination a are placed back to back on a horizontal 
plane. A ball is projected from the foot of one plane along 

'irface and in a direction making an ^ ^ with its hori- 
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zontal edge. After flying over the top of the ridge it falls 
at the foot of the other plane : shew that the velocity of 
projection is 

J J 9^ (^ + cosec'* a) . cosec p. 

53. An imperfectly elastic ball is dropped into a hemi- 
spherical bowl from a height n times the radius of the bowl 
above the point of impact, so as to strike the bowl at a point 
SO** from its lowest point, and just rebounds over the edge of 

the bowl : shew that the elasticity of the ball is = 4^3 . n"J. 

54 An imperfectly elastic particle is projected with a. 
given velocity from a point in a horizontal plane from which 
it continually rebounds ; shew that the sum of the areas of 
the parabolic segments it will describe will be a maximum 
when the ^ of projection is 60**, and that then it is 

_V3 i;" 

55. A ball of elasticity e is projected from a point in an 
inclined plane, and after once impinging upon the inclined 
plane, rebounds to its point of projection ; prove that, a being 
the inclination to the horizon of the inclined plane, and fi 
that of the direction of projection to the inclined plane, 

cota.cot/8 = l + e. 

56. If a projectile caa be shot through three points 
(a, 6), (a', 6'), (a", h") in the same vertical plane, prove that 

a" (a" - a) a' {a! --a)' 

the point of projection being the origin and the axis of x 
horizontal 

67. If t?, v\ v" be the velocities at three points P, Q^ R 
of the path of a projectile, where the inclinations to the hori-^ 

24-2 
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zon are a^ <x. ^fi^ a — 2^, and if t, i be the times of describing 
PC QB respectively, shew that 

«/' t = viy and - + — = r^ . 

68. A body is thrown over a triangle, passing from one 
extremity of the horizontal base just over the vertex to the 
other extremity of the base \ prove that tan = tan a + tan /9, 
where is the angle of projection, and a, /8 are the angles at 
the base of the triangle. 

59. From every point in the path of a projectile particles 
are projected, in the same direction as the projectile at that 

point, and with - th of the velocity, — shew that the locus of 

the foci of the paths described is a parabola. 

60. A number of particles are projected in one vertical 
plane, from the same point P, so that the foci of their paths 
shall be in a given straight line not passing through P, and 
making an angle oc with a horizontal plane. If i; be the 
velocity, and the angle of projection of any one, shew that 
t;* cos (a — 20) is the same for all : and if P/Sf be perpendicular 
to the given line, £i is the focus of the parabola when the 

angle of projection is ^ . 

61. If n equal particles be projected from the same point 
with the same velocity r, and in directions making the angles 
a, 3a, 5a, &c. with the horizon, and in the same plane, — ^prove 
that their centre of gravity will describe the path of a body 

projected at an angle ni with a velocity ; — . 

62. From a point P on the ground equidistant between 
two vertical planes A and By an imperfectly elastic ball is 
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projected with a velocity = A/{2gh) towards A, and reflected 
by it to -6; find c the altitude of the highest point of B the 
ball can reach, and shew 

ft 

(i) That if a be the elevation of the direction of pro- 
jection which enables the ball to attain that altitude, 

tan*a = 7 ; 

(ii) That if a', a" be two elevations such that 

tana' + tan a" = 2 tan a, 

two balls projected in those directions towards A will hit 
the same point of B. 

63. The time of a particle under the action of gravity 
describing any arc of its parabolic path bounded by a focal 
chord, is equal to the time of falling from rest vertically 
through a distance equal to the length of that chord. 

64. An elastic ball is projected in a given manner from 
a point ^ in a horizontal plane, and at the moment it is 
moving horizontally it impinges directly upon an equal ball 
moving in the opposite direction with the same velocity; 
shew that it will return to A after one rebound if its elas- 
ticity = J. 

65. Two elastic balls are projected towards each other in 
the same vertical plane, v being the velocity and a the angle 
of projection of each; shew that after impinging on each 
other they will return to the points of projection if 

ga (! + «)= ev^ sin 2:r, 

e being the coefficient of elasticity and 2a the distance be- 
tween the points of projection. 

66. Two bodies are projected simultaneously from a 
point with velocities v, v' at elevations a, a' ; shew that the 
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time between their passage tluough the point common to 
their path is 

_2 Wsin (g-tt) 

""flr' i; cos a + 1^ cos a" 

67. A particle is projected from the rertex of a parabolic 
tube with velocity due to height hi the axis of the parabola 
being yertical and yertex downwards; shew that after quit- 
ting the tube it will strike the horizontal plane through the 
yertex in a point whose greatest distance from the vertex is 

= 2V(iA + A*, 

where 4a is the latus rectum. 

Give a geometrical construction for determining the length 
of the tub^ for this maximum range. 
Apply the method employed in Art. 92. 

68. A ball whose elasticity is e falls through a vertical 
height h, and is then reflected by a plane inclined at an 
angle a to the horizon ; shew that the range on a horizontal 
plane passing through the point of incidence is 

2A (1 + e) sin 2a [e cos' a — sin' a). 

Interpret the meaning of this expression when 6 = 0. 

69. Bodies are projected with the same velocity in dif- 
ferent directions from the same point A ; the locus of the 
vertices of the parabolas described is an ellipse whose axis 
minor is the height due to the velocity of projection, and 
axis major double the axis minor. 

70. Planes are drawn in every direction from the point 
Ay and bodies are projected from A with given velocity and 
at such angles that the ranges on each of these planes shall 
be the greatest ; shew that the locus of their extremities is 
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a parabola, which touches the parabolic paths of all the 
bodies. 

71. A ball projected from a point on an imperfectly 
elastic horizontal plane strikes a like vertical plane placed at 
right angles to its direction at the highest point of its tra- 
jectory. After n rebounds on the horizontal plane it returns 
to the point of projection, — shew that if e be elasticity 

(1 -e)*= 26^^(1 -O- 

72. A plane AB inclined at angle a to the horizon leads 
up to a horizontal plane BG: a particle is projected from the 
point A directly up AB, with velocity F, traverses the plane 
ABy and falls upon the plane BG\ — if the times of motion 
from Aio B and from .B to (7 be equal, shew that 

.p_ 2F'sing(l+sin"a) 
g (l + 2sin^a)' ' 
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1. If the length of the seconds pendulum be 39 1393 
inches, find the value of ^ to three places of decimals. 

2. A clock loses 5" per diem; how much must its pen- 
dulum be shortened in order that the error may be corrected, 
the length of the pendulum being 39*14 inches nearly? 

BemlU *0045 inches nearly. 

3. The force which accelerates a body's motion in a 
cycloid — whose axis is vertical and vertex downwards — 
varies as the arc intercepted between the body and the lowest 
point 
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4. What is the length of a pendulum which vibrates, 
(i) in J a second, (ii) in J of a second, in the latitude of 
London ? 

BesulU (i) 9*7846 inches, (ii) 2*4462 ixujhes neaWy. 

5. In a series of experiments made at the Harton coal- 
pit, a pendulum which beat seconds at the surface, gained 2^ 
beats in a day at a depth of 1260 feet: i£ g,g* be the force 
of gravity at the surface and at the depth mentioned, shew 
that 

g'-,q^ 1 
g 19200 • 

6. How much must a seconds pendulum be shortened in 
order that it may oscillate seconds on the top of a mountain 
3000 feet high — assuming the radius of the Earth to be 4000 
miles, and the force of gravity to vary as (distance)"* from the 
centre of the Earth ? 

7. A railway carriage weighing 12 tons is moving along 
a circle of radius 720 yards at the rate of 32 miles an hour ; 
find the horizontal pressure on the rails, or what is commonly 
called the centrifugal force. 

Result. *39 tons, nearly. 

8. A railway train is going smoothly along a curve of 
600 yards radius at the rate of 30 miles an hour; find at what 
angle a plumb-line hanging in one of the carriages will be 
inclined to the vertical. 

Result. 2® . 14' nearly. 

9. The breadth between the rails in a railway is ifi. 
8 in. Shew that on a curve of 500 yards radius, the outer 
rail ought to be raised about 2J inches for trains travelling 
30 miles an hour. 
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9 

10. A pendulum is found to make 640 yibrations at the 
equator in the same time as it makes 641 at Greenwich ; if 
a string hanging vertically can just sustain 80 pounds at 
Greenwich, how many pounds can the same string sustain 
at the equator ? 

BesulU Aboat 80} lbs. 

11. The time of oscillation of a particle in a small arc of 
a circle is half the time of oscillation in the cycloid which 
could be generated by the circle. 

12. A seconds pendulum was too long on a given day by 

a small quantity a, it was Ihen over-corrected so as to be too 

short by a during the next day ; shew that the number of 

a* 
minutes gained in the two days was 1080 -r^ nearly, if L be 

the length of the seconds pendulum. 

13. The time of descent to the lowest point in a small 
circular arc is to the time of descent down its chord = tt : 4. 

14. A perfectly elastic ball is projected obliquely, and 
on reaching its highest point strikes directly another equal 
ball hanging by a string from the directrix of its path ; shew 
that the ball struck will just reach the directrix. 

15. Two particles -4, B — of elasticity c — are let fall in 
opposite directions, at the same instant, from the highest 
point of a smooth circular tube of very small bore, placed in 
a vertical position ; find the ratio of their masses in order 
that the heavier may remain at rest after impact, and deter- 
mine the height to which the other will rise. 

Bes\at. ^ = (l + 2«)5, and B will rise tg a height =4«5.di(M?we<T, after 
the impact. 
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16. The attractive force of a mountain horizontally is j^ 
ajid the force of gravity is g ; shew that the time of vibra- 

*/ a* 

tion of a pendulum will be = tt w g ^ : a being the length 

of the pendulum. 

17. A pendulum which would oscillate seconds at the 
equator, would, if carried to the pole, gain 5' a day ; shew 
that gravity at the equator : gravity at the pole = 144 : 145. 

18. In motion on a cycloid as in Art. 99, prove that 
the vertical velocity of the particle is greatest when it has 
completed half its vertical descent. 

19. When a particle falls from the highest to the lowest 
point of a cycloid it describes half the path in two-thirds of 
the time. 

20. A railway train is moving smoothly along a curve at 
the rate of sixty miles an hour, and in one of the carriages 
a pendulum, which would ordinarily oscillate seconds, is 
observed to oscillate 121 times in two minutes. Shew that 
the radius of the curve is very nearly two furlongs. 

Suppose a stone to be dropped from the window of this 
carriage, find approximately how far from the rail it will falL 

21. A particle is suspended by two equal strings from 
two fixed points in the same horizontal line, the distance 
between them being equal to the length of either string ; if 
the particle be raised to one of the fixed points and then 
dropped, find where it will first come to rest. 

Eesulu When the seoond etring which becomes stretched makes an angle 
^=Bin"^ -^ with the horizon. 

o 
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22. A groove is cut along the surface of a right cone of 
height h, so as always to intersect the generating line at a 
given angle ^ ; shew that the time in which a heavy particle 

will arrive at the base is = /\ \ ^®^ « sec/8: where 

2a is the vertical angle of the cone and \ the vertical dis- 
tance of the particle from the vertex at the beginning of the 
motion. 

23. If a heavy particle slide freely from the highest 
point of a cycloid, of which the axis is vertical and vertex 
downwards, the angular velocity of the generating circle 
passing through the point will be constant, — and inversely 
proportional to the square root of its radius. 

24. A number of cycloids are drawn through a given 
point A and having their vertices situated on a given curve 
and their axes vertical. Prove that if the given curve be a 
cycloid whose vertex is at A and whose axis is vertical, the 
time of descent from A down all the cycloids to the given 
curve will be the same : — and that whatever be the form of 
the given curve the cycloid down which a particle will slide 
in the greatest or least time will have the tangent at A paral- 
lel to the tangent drawn to the given curve at the point 
where the cycloid meets it. 

26. Two unequal weights P, Q are connected by a string 
of given length (c) which passes through a small ring ; find 
how many times in a second the lighter one Q must revolve 
08 a conical pendtdum, in order that the heavier may be at 
rest at a given distance a from the ring. 

2ir ^ Q{G-a) 
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mass 



26. Cravity oc ... — r, ; mass of the Earth = 49 . muss 

of the Moon, and radius of the Earth = 4 radius of the Moon ; 
prove that a seconds pendulum carried to the moon would 

oscillate in -j seconds. 
4 

27. A heavy particle being projected horizontally from 
the lowest point of a smooth spherical cavity of radius r, 
shew that it will never leave the surface of the cavity if the 
velocity of projection be either < f\fi2gr) or not < *J{5gr). 

28. A bead running upon a fine thread, the extremities 
of which are fixed, describes an ellipse in a plane passing 
through the extremities, under the action of no external 
force: prove that the tension of the thread for any given 
position of the bead is inversely proportional to the square 
of the conjugate diameter. 

29. If a particle start from the extremity of the base of 
a cycloid {as in Art. 102), the. velocity at any point will be 
proportional to the radius of curvature at the point. 

30. Two beads of equal weight are sliding down a per- 
fectly smooth circular wire in a vertical plane^ and are at the 
samfe instant at the extremities of a vertical chord subtending 
a right angle at the centre ; find the velocity and direction 
of motion of their centre of gravity at that instant, each 
bead having been started from the highest point with an 
indefinitely small velocity. 

31. A particle is projected from the vertex of a parabolic 
arc, whose axis is horizontal and plane vertical, up the con- 
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cave side of the arc with a velocity v, and describes an angle 
20 about the focus before leaving the curve ; shew that 

- = tan'^ + 3 tan ^, 

eg 

2c being the length of the latus rectum — ^and the length of 
the latus rectum of the parabola subsequently described is 

= 2ctan'*^. 

32. A smooth parabola is placed with its axis horizontal 
and plane vertical, and a particle is projected from the vertex 
so as to move on the concave side of the curve ; shew that 
the vertical space described before leaving the curve is two- 
thirds of the greatest height attained. 

33. A cycloidal arc is placed with its plane vertical, its 
base horizontal and vertex upwards, and a heavy particle is 
projected from the cusp up the curve with a velocity due 
to a height h ; shew that the latus rectum of the parabola 

described after leaving the curve will be ^, a being the 
length of the axis of the cycloid. 

34. A body suspended from a fixed point by a string of 
length a is projected horizontally from the lowest point with 

velocity = (>/3 + 1) a/^ ; shew that it will pass through the 

point of suspension, and that its direction of motion at that 
point wiU make an ^ cos"^ J with the horizon. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PROBLEMS IN DYNAMICS. 

1. If jB, R be the raoiges of the two projectiles, which 
being thrown from the same place, attain the same vertical 
height, and pass through a common point, — ^then will 

a 
where H is the greatest height attained, and hy k are co-ordi- 
nates of the point common to the two paths. 

2. From a number of points, bodies subject to gravity 
are projected, aU directed towards one point with velocities 
proportional to the distances of the points of projection from 
that point. All hit another point. Shew that the points of 
projection lie in a conic section. 

3. Two bevilled wheels roll together; having given, the 
angular velocity © of the first wheel and the inclination (a) of 
the axes of the cones, find their vertical angles that the second 
wheel may revolve with a given angular velocity co'. 

B.tmlt, If 29, 2^ be vertical angles of the first and second wheels, we 

must have 

^+0=a, and wsind=(d'sin0. 

4. The highest point of the wheel of a carriage, rolling 
on a horizontal road, moves twice as fast as each of two 
points in the rim, whose distance from the ground is half the 
radius of the wheel. 

6. A ball projected with a velocity v would penetrate 
into a block of wood m feet ; what velocity would it lose in 
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passing through a board n feet thick, the resistance being 
uniform ? 



lUsult, V 



(^V^")- 



6. A ball is thrown vertically down on a horizontal 
pavement, and just rebounds to its original height. Shew 
that the velocity of projection is to that due to the original 
height above the pavement as tan {cos'^e) : 1 — e being the 
elasticity at impact. 

7. A particle is projected up a rough inclined plane; 
shew that if t^ = time of ascending, t^ = time of descending, we 
shall have 

(tX ^ sin (« - if>) 
\tj sin (a + ^) ' 

if the coefficient of friction = tan <f>. 

8. Two balls are moving in the same straight line, one 
of them only being acted on by a force; if the force be con- 
stant and tend towards the other baU, shew that the times 
which elapse between consecutive impacts decrease in geome- 
trical progression. 

9. A point moves in such a manner that the sum of the 
squares of its distances from any number of given points in 
the same plane with it is constant. Prove that if perpendicu- 
lars from the points be at a^j time let fall on its direction of 
motion, the point itself will be the centre of gravity of the 
feet of these perpendiculars, 

10. The curve y^ — y -f (x) + a^ = is such that the 
times- down the chords from the origin to any two points in 
it vertically below each other are the same ; the axis of x 
being horizontal and that of y vertical. 
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11. Shew that the time of quickest descent from any 
point of an ellipse to the horizontal axis major down the 

nonnal is = a/ — , I being the latus rectum, .e the eccen- 
tricity. 

12. Shew that the circumferences of two circles contain 
all points from which the time of quickest descent to a given 
vertical circle is the same. 

13. A ball whose elasticity is J projected from the floor 
of a room 12 feet high, strikes the ceiling and floor and just 
rises to the ceiling again, — find the velocity of projection. 



14. A perfectly elastic ball is thrown into a smooth cylin- 
drical well from a point in the circumference of the circular 
mouth. Shew that if the ball be reflected any number of 
times from the surface of the cylinder, the intervals between 
the reflexions will be equaL 

In the last question, if the ball be projected horizontally, 

TnalgiT^g an angle - with the tangent at the point of projection, 

it will reach the surface of the water at the instant of the 
n*^ reflexion, if the space due to the velocity of projection be 

(radius)' / . ttN* 

15. From a point T two tangents are drawn to touch a 
circle in the points P, Q : given that the velocity acquired 
by a body sliding down the chord PQ is equal to 1-w*** of 
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the velocity down the vertical diameter of the circle, prove 
that the locus of T is the curve whose equation is 

the centre of the circle being the pole, and (a) the radius. 

16. One end of a string is attached to an angular point 
of a fixed regular polygon of n sides, its length being equal to 
the perimeter c ; a particle, attached to the other end of the 
string which is stretched in direction of a side, is projected in 
the plane of the polygon perpendicularly to the string with a 
given velocity V. Determine after what time the string will 
coincide with the perimeter of the polygon (the action of gra- 
vity being neglected). 

Deduce the time when, the perimeter remaining the same, 
the number of the sides is infinitely increased. 

n + 1 ire 

Result. . -^ . 

n V 

17. Explain the object and advantages of rifling the 
barrel of a gun. 

18. Find the amount of work done in drawing up a 
Venetian blind. How must the same problem be solved for 
a curtain ? 

19. A ship is sailing with a uniform velocity in a southerly 
direction, and is fired upon at the instant it is due east of a 
battery; given the velocity of a cannon-ball, determine at 
what elevation and towards what point of the compass it 
must be fired that it may strike the ship. 

20. Two perfectly elastic balls are dropped from two 
points not in the same vertical line, and strike against a 
perfectly elastic horizontal plane ; shew that their centre of 

P. M. 25 
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gravity will never reascend to its original height, unless the 
initial heights of the balls be in the ratio of two square 
numbers. 

21. A smooth tube of uniform bore and radius a, is bent 
into the form of a circular arc — ( = 27r — 2a) — greater than a 
semicircle, and placed in a vertical plane with its open ends 
upwards, and in the same horizontal line. Find the velocity 
u with which a ball that fits the- tube must be projected along 
the interior from the lowest point, in order that it may pass 
out at one end and re-enter at the other, 

Jtesult, tt'=5ra(2+2cosa + seco). 

22. A body P lying on a table is connected with another 
C by a string passing over a pulley directly over P; H Q Ml 
through a given height before the string becomes tight, deter- 
mine the impulsive tension of the string when that takes 
place, and the change of velocity of Q. 

Compare Art. 75, 76. 

23. Two particles start simultaneously from the same 
point and move along two straight lines, the one with uni- 
form velocity, the other from rest with uniform acceleration. 
Prove that the line joining the particles at anytime is always 
a tangent to a fixed parabola. 

24. If C be the centre of curvature corresponding to 
any point P of the path of a projectile — prove that the ver- 
tical velocity of C will be proportional to the time elapsed 
since P was at the highest point of its path. 

25. Several bodies are projected from the same point A 
in diflferent directions with the same velocity ; shew that the 
locus of them all at any time is a sphere, and find the radius 
of the sphere and the position of its centre at any time. 
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26. A given weight descending vertically draws another 
up a smooth inclined plane by a string passing over the vertex 
of the plane. Find the path of their centre of gravity when 
the bodies move from rest. 

Result A straight line. 

27. Tangents are drawn to a vertical circle,— find the 
locus of points in them from which particles would descend 
in straight lines to the centre in the shortest time. 

28. From what height must a perfectly elastic ball 
be let fall into a fixed hemispherical bowl, in order that it 
may rebound horizontally at the first impact and strike the 
lowest point of the bowl at the second? 

29. From a given height a perfectly elastic particle is let 
fall on a perfectly hard inclined plane, so as to strike it at 
a given fixed point: prove that whatever be the incUnation 
of the plane to the horizon, the vertex of the parabola which 
the particle describes after impact will lie in a certain 
ellipse. 

30. A perfectly elastic ball is projected from the foot of 
one of the walls of a room, against the opposite wall, in a 
vertical plane perpendicular to both the walls; shew that if 
it be required to hit the ceiling after the rebound, the ball 
must strike the wall at a point at least f ths of the height of 
the room from the floor. 

31. A rigid wire without appreciable mass is formed 
into an arc of an equiangular spiral, and carries a small heavy 
particle fixed in its pole. If the convexity of the wire be 
placed in contact with a perfectly rough horizontal plane, 

25—2 
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prove that the point of contact with the plane will move with 
uniform acceleration — and find this acceleration. 

32. AA\ Bff are the axes of an ellipse. A smooth 
tube is bent into the shape of the portion AB^ A' By the ends 
A, B being open, and the tube is held with jB' on a given 
horizontal plane. A particle is dropped from a certain height 
into the tube at ^ so that after emerging at B it again enters 
at A, The tube is then held with A* on the horizontal plane 
and the particle is dropped from the same point so as to fall 
into the tube at jB, and it is found that after emerging at A, 
it again enters at B. Prove that the eccentricity of the ellipse 

;a - ^45 (3 - V5) 
10 ^— i • 

2 

33. If two parabolas be placed with their axes vertical, 
vertices downwards and foci coincident, prove that there are 
three chords down which the time of descent of a particle 
under the action of gravity from one curve to the other is 
a minimum; — ^and that one of these is the principal diameter 
and the other two make an angle of 60'* with it on either side. 

34. In any machine without friction and inertia a weight 
P supports a weight W, both hanging by vertical stringis ; if 
•these weights be replaced by weights F and Wy and if in the 
subsequent motion P "ond W move vertically, the centre 
of gravity of P and W will descend with acceleration 

^'{W + F){FW+W^Fy 

35. Two particles start simultaneously from A, By two 
of the angular points of a square ABCD, in the directions 
AB, BC, and describe the periphery with constant velocities 
V, V respectively, where Fis > v, until one particle overtakes 
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the other. Prove that the minimum distance between the 
particles occurs at equal intervals of time; and that if 

F : V :: m -f- 1 : w, 

where w is an integer the sum of all these minimum dis- 

IS — . , ^==. X a side of the square. 

36. A series of vertical circles touch at their highest 
points and smooth particles slide down the arcs, starting from 
rest at the highest point: prove that the foci of the free path 
of the particles lie on a straight line whose inclination to the 



tances is 



vertical is tan"^ ^^ 

o 



37. The radii of two circles are a, 6; the distance be- 
tween their centres is c and its inclination to the horizon is a; 
prove that the time of quickest descent from one circle to 

the other is ^/gZ-(^ + ^r . 
V g a + b + csma 

♦ ♦ * ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

38. A ball thrown from any point in one of the walls of 
a rectangular room after striking the three others returns to 
the point of projection before it falls to the ground. Shew 
that the space due to the velocity of projection is greater than 
the diagonal of the floor. 

39. There are three equal and perfectly elastic balls 
A, jB, C. a is let fall from a given point, and at a moment 
when it reaches a given horizontal plane, B is let fall from the 
same point, and at the moment when A in returning meets B, 
C is let fall. Shew that B will meet C for the second time 
where it first met A. > - 
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40. Two planes having a common altitude h are inclined 

at angles a and ^ — a to the horizon; two equal, indefinitely 

small and perfectly elastic balls are projected along them with 
equal velocities Ffirom their feet, and so that they may im- 
pinge at the top; shew that if the ball which ascends along 
the former plane falls at its foot after impact, then 

-^== (1 + cot a) + (1 + cot ar. 

41. There are generally two directions in which a pro- 
jectile may be projected with ^ven velocity from a point Ay 
so as to pass through another point B\ and one of these di- 
rections is inclined to the vertical at the same angle that the 
other is inclined to the line AB. Hence shew that the locus 
of points, for which a given sight must be used in firing with 
a given charge of powder, is the surface generated by the 
revolution, about the vertical, of the path of the bullet obtained 
by aiming at the zenith with the given sight, and the given 
charge of powder. 

See SolutwM of Senate-Hmue Problems for 1854, Walton and Mackenzie, 
p. 33. 

42. A perfectly elastic particle projected against one side 
of a plane polygon is reflected at the other sides in succes- 
/sion, the polygon being such that tjie angle of incidence 
on each side is the same; find the impulse on the particle 
at each impact, and deduce the expression for the normal 

pressure f — j on a particle moving freely on a curve under th© 

action of no other impressed force. 
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43. A body falls from rest under the action of an 
accelerating force which' remains constant during certain 
successive equal intervals of time, but is changed at the 
expiration of each such interval so that the space described 

in the n^ interval is always ^^^^ " - times the space described 

in the first of them. If the velocity acquired at the end of 
the first interval be v, shew that after a long lapse of time 
the velocity approaches a uniform velocity 2v. 

44. Three smooth equal perfectly elastic billiard balls 
A, jB, G are placed with their centres in the angular points 
of an equilateral triangle ; shew that it will be impossible, 
with another equal ball, to cannon off A on to B,—A itself 
striking (7, — unless the diameter of each ball be equal to half 
a side of the triangle. 

45. A particle of given elasticity e is projected down a 
smooth vertical cylinder of indefinite length, but terminated 
by a horizontal plane at its lower end; the particle initially 
remaining in contact with the cylinder. If it be projected at 
a height h from the bottom with velocity F at an ^ a with 
the vertical, 'then after the time 



\'2gh + V cos'g 1 + e . 
9 'l-e' 

it will be moving uniformly with velocity Fsin a. 

46. Two perfectly elastic balls A and B impinge upon 
each other. First A impinges upon B at rest and goes off in 
a direction making an / ^ with the line joining their centres: 
then B impinges upon A at rest and at the same angle of 
incidence, and goes off at an ^ ^. Prove that O-^ff^ ISO*** 
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« 

Prove also that if the balls be imperfectly elastic, and the 
angles of incidence in the two cases be a and a^ then 

cot e cot 0' - 
cot a cot a 

47. Two equal balls, one perfectly elastic, the other 
inelastic, are dismissed by the same horizontal blow from the 
top of a flight of uniform steps, so that each falls just on the 
margin of the first step: shew that the number of steps 
cleared by the elastic ball in its successive flights is the 
series of successive odd numbers, — and that the two balls 
reach the bottom of the steps simultaneously. 

48, From a point in the lower one of two parallel 
horizontal planes a ball of elasticity e is projected at an 
angle a, — ^is reflected by the upper plaae, and again reflected 
by the lower one; the distance between the planes being 

f- J th that due to the velocity Fof projection. If v be the 

velocity of the ball in rebounding for the m*^ time from the 
lower plane, 

30s"a + e™sm'a + 



t;»=rfcos»a + e*«sin*a + -^— C). 

V W 1 — 6 / 



49. Two nations estimate the force of gravity by num- 
bers in the ratio 300 : 1, but the velocity of the Earth by 
numbers in the ratio of 5 : 1. Find the ratios of their units 
of time and space. 

50. Is a railway train heavier when going East or going 
West ? Shew that for a train weighing 180 tons, travelling 
60 miles an hour in latitude 60^, the difference is about the 
weight of two men* 
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51. If the attraction of gravitation between two uoit- 
masses at the unit-distance from one another be taken as the 
unit-force, express the unit-mass in lbs. when the units of 
space and time are a foot and a second respectively:— gravity 
at the Earth's surface being regarded as due solely to the 
attraction of the Earth considered as a sphere of radius 
21000000 and of uniform density equal to 5f of the density 
of water. Find (approximately) the attraction of two pound 
weights, a foot apart, in terms of the weight of a lb. 

52. Shew that in any tetrahedron the centres of gravity 
of the surface and of the volume and the centre of the in- 
scribed sphere lie in a straight line in the order named, and 
that the distance between the first and second is one-fourth 
of that between the first and third. 

53. An imperfectly elastic ball is projected along a 
smooth horizontal table in the direction AO, it strikes a 
smooth vertical plane at 0, and rebounds in the direction 
0B\ it is then projected along BO and rebounds in the 
direction 0(7. If the angle AOC be the greatest possible, 
prove that the acute angles of inclination of OA, OBy OGUi 
the vertical plane are in arithmetical progression. 

54. Two equal molecules are connected together by a 
fine inelastic thread, one of them is placed on a smooth table, 
the other just over the edge, the thread being at full stretch 
at right angles to the edge : find the velocity of the centre of 
gravity of the molecules the instant after the former has left 
the table, and prove that the whole interval of time from the 
commencement of the motion to the instant when the thread 
first becomes horizontal, varies as the square root of Oxo 
length of the thread. 
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55. A string hangs over a given pully: a weight of 
21hs. hangs at one end and a pully at the other: over the 
pully hangs a string carrying a weight of 1 lb. at each end : 
when the whole is in equilibrium any force is applied to one 
of the smaller weights ; — shew that when it has pulled it 
down 3 inches the other 1 lb. weight and the 2 lb. weight 
have each risen 1 inch ; shew also that if the motion of the 
weight to which the force was applied be stopped in any 
gradual manner, the whole will be brought to rest and the 

distances traversed by the weight will be as 3 : 1 : 1. 

• 

56. A shot of mass m is fired from a gun of mass M 
with a velocity u relative to the gun : shew that the actual 

velocity of the shot is — -^^and that of the gun 5-^. 

57. A company of length a whose thickness may be 
neglected, wheels uniformly to the left, prove that the acce- 
leration of a sergeant who moves from left to right in such a 
manner as to pass successive files in successive intervals of 
time and to arrive at the right just as the wheel is completed 

is — J6P + 4 in a direction inclined at an ^ cot"* ^ to the com- 
et 2 

pany; v being the velocity of the right file, and 9 the inclina- 
tion of the company to its initial position. 

58. If a be the angle of projection in order that a ball 
projected with a velocity Ffirom a platform at rest may strike 
an object in the same horizontal plane, shew that when the 
platform is moving towards the object with a velocity u 
(small compared with V) the angle of projection must be 

diminished by p q- . nearly, provided the object be 

well within range for the given velocity. 
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59. Two equal scale-pans, each of mass M^ are connected 
by a string which passes over a smooth peg and are at rest. 
A particle of mass m is dropped on one of them from a height 

^; — ^the coefficient of elasticity between the particle and 

scale-p^n being e : find the velocity of the scale-pan after the 
first impact, and shew that if the length of the string exceed 

2et^ (1 + e) viu 

a second impact will take place. 

Also prove- that if the string be long enough the velocity 
of the scale-pans after the t^*^ impact will be 

and that the particles will come to relative rest after a time 



The following Examples are selected from the 
Mathematical Tbipos Papebs, Jan. 6, 7, IST*. 

1. A uniform bar of length a rests suspended by two 
strings of length I and V fastened to the ends of the bar 
and to two fixed points in the same horizontal line at a 
distance c apart. If the directions of the strings being pro- 
duced meet at right angles, prove that the ratio of their 
tensions is al+cX : aX + d. 
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2. A triangular lamina ABG is moveable in its own 
plane about a point in itself : forces act on it along and pro- 
portional to BC, CA, BA. Prove that if these do not move 
the lamina the point must lie in the straight line which 
bisects \B(7 and CA. 

3. Two uniform rods AB^ BC are rigidly joined at right 
angles at B and project over the edge of a table with ABin 
contact. Find the greatest length of AB that can project ; 
and prove that if the coefficient of friction be greater thaa 

resting on the edge. 

4. Shew that the power necessary to move a cylinder 
of radius r and weight TF" up a plane inclined at angle a to 

• the horizon by a crowbar of length I inclined at jS to the 
horizon is 

Wr "■ sin a 



I •H-cos(a + )8)* 

5. What unit of force is taken when it is stated that the 
attraction of gravitation between two material particles of 

masses m and m' at a distance a is — ,- ? Compare roughly 

this unit with the standard British absolute unit force, the 

unit mass being the same in the two cases. 

( ... 

6. Two equal balls A, B are lying very nearly in contact 
on a smooth horizontal table. A third equal ball impinges 
directly on A, the three centres being in the same straight 
line : prove that, if 6 > 3 — 2 V2, -B's final velocity will bear 
to the initial velocity of the striking ball the ratio (1 + «)* ; 4 
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7* A particle is projected from a point at the foot of one 
of two parallel vertical smooth walls so as after three reflexions 
at the walls to return to the point of projection^ the last 
impact being direct ; prove that e' + e* + e = 1, and that the 
vertical heights of the three points of impact above the point 
of projection are as e* : 1 — 6* : 1. 

8. In a single moveable puUy when there is equilibrium 
the power and the weight hang by vertical strings; the 
weight being doubled and the power being halved, motion 
ensues; prove that if the friction and inertia of the pully 
be neglected, the tension of the string will be unaltered. 

9. Four points -4, 5, C, Dina. plane are in equilibrium 
under forces acting between every two ; prove the following 
construction for a force diagram for the system : With focus 
D a conic is described touching the sides of the triangle ABC, 
and iX is its second focus ; 17 A\ D'B', If C are drawn per- 
pendicular to the sides of the triangle ABC', then A!BC'iy 
is a force diagram to the system of forces, i.e. any straight 
line of the new diagram (as B! C) is perpendicular to one of 
the lines of the former (as AB) and proportional to the force 
along that line (as between A and B), 

10. Spheres whose weights are W, W rest on diflFerent 
and differently inclined planes. The highest points of the 
spheres are connected by a horizontal string perpendicular 
to the common horizontal edge of the two planes and above 
it. If /A, yi the coefficients of friction are such that each 
sphere is on the point of slipping down, /a W^ fi W\ 

11. A large number of equal particles are fastened at 
unequal intervals to a fine string, and then collected into a 
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heap at the edge of a smooth horizontal table with the ex- 
treme one just hanging over the edge ; the intervals are such 
that the times between successive particles being carried 
over the edge are equal : prove that if c« be the interval 
between the nth and {n — 1) th particle and t?« the velocity 
just after the (w + l)th particle is carried over 

— = - = w. 




THE END. 
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